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THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT 
SINGH B A R N A L A ): (a ) and (b ). A 
proposal to make subsidy available 
under a Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
to small and marginal farmers for 
private minor irrigation works out- 
ide the areas covered under Central 

Sector projects, such as Small Far- 
■ners Development Agencies. Drought 

Area Programmes, Integrated 
"ribal Development Programmes and 

jCommand Area Developm ent P ro­
gram m es is under consideration.
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whether it is a fact that Government 
have decided to extend the present 
subsidy scheme with a view to en­
courage m inor irrigation programmes.
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MR. SPEAKER: He cannot answer
without notice; he has not got the ma­
terial.
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SHRI JYOTIRM OY BOSU: May 1 
suggest to the hon. Minister to accept 
a short notice question to be given by 
Mr. Kachwai.

MR, SPEAKER: You give notice.
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SHRI JYOTIRM OY BOSU; There are 
many regions and states which are 
suffering from  serious imbalances and 
they are having irrigated lands for 
below  the national level. In that con ­
text, has any special priority been 
fixed or special allocations being 
contem plated to be made for such re­
gions and states, i f  so, the details
thereof, i f  not, the reasons therefor?

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARN ALA: 
The question is not o f small or minor 
irrigation but regarding subsidised 
schemes. If the hon. Member v-ants 
specific information regarding irriga­
tion, let him put the question that way 
and I shall supply the information.
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SHRi JJYOTIRMOY BOSU: We are 
now taking about giving subsidy for 
minor irrigation for different states. 
In that context I am asking 
the regions where there are irrigated- 
area-figures below the national average 
and whether in the matter o f granting 
subsidy any special consideration is 
shown, i f  not the reason thereof?

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BARN ALA: 
Subsidy is granted only for the centi"aJ- 
ly sponsored schemes: small farmers 
development agency, drought prone 
area programmes, integrated tribal 
development program m e and command 
area developm ent programme. These 
are the four programmes under which 
subidies are being given. This ha«̂
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been taken up in about 3000 blocks 
out of 5026 blocks; so that area has 
been covered and in those areas sub­
sidies are being allowed. It is not al­
location to States.

SHRI JOTIRMOY BOSU: I used the 
word 'regions’ priority fcr backward 
areas.
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SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE; 
While the subsidies involve the prob­
lem of administration, sometimes ad­
ministrative mal-practices creep in. I 
would like to know whether the hon. 
Minister would look into this fact that 
recently the developm ent of agricul­
tural irrigation has slowed down and 
it is likely to adversely affect the 
developm ent o f agriculture and agri­
cultural production. To m y mind un­
less the Ministry makes proper asses- 
ment of the problem  increasing the 
subsidy may not be a solution to the 
problem.

MR. SPEAKER: That is a sugges­
tion.

SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE: I 
would like to know his reaction.

SHRI SURJIT SINGH BAR N A LA : 
The speed of developm ent of minor 
irrigation has not slowed down. It 
has rather improved considerably. W e 
are not depending only on giving sub­
sidy. This is only given ta the mar­
ginal farmers, small farmers and com ­
munity works. In other places, m inor 
irrigation work is being stepped up. 
In fact, We are doing about twice as 
much as what was being done previ­
ously.

President Sahitya Akademi

•83. SHRI SAU G ATA ROY: W ill
the Minister o f EDUCATION, SOCIAL. 
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleas­
ed to state:

(a ) whether the Sahitya Akademi 
has been without a President for very 
long;

(b) whether this has seriously 
affected the work of the Akademi; 
and

(c) the action Government propose 
to take in this matter?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN- 
DER): (a) After the demise of Dr. 
Suniti Kumar Chatterji on 29-5-1977, 
Dr. K. R. Srinivasa Iyengar, V ice- 
President was designated a s  ^Acting 
President by the Executive Board of 
the Sahitya Akademi till Prof. T/ma- 
shankar Joshi was elected as Presi­
dent on 4-2-1978 in accordance vrith 
the provisions of the constitution o f 
the Akademi.

(b) No, Sir.
(c) Does not arise.

SHRI SAUGATA ROY: The Minister 
rlghtlyi mentioned that on 29-5-1977 
Dr. Suniti Kumar Chattopadhyaya. the 
form er President, expired and new 
President was appointed only on 4-2-78. 
I put in my question on 31-1-78 and 
I am thankful to the minister that after 
I had put my question at least he ap­
pointed the new President. The




