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18, 1900 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

[MR SPEAKFR in the Chair]
ORAI. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHRI P RAMACHANDRAN) (a)
to (d) With a view to setting up a
large sizeq thermal station at Far-
akka, the National Thermal Power
Corporation prepared a feasibility re-
port for the techno-economic clearance
of the project by the Central Elec-
tricity Authority The proposal 1s to
instal a capacity of 1100 MW at
Farakka for meeting a part of the
power requirements of the Eastern
Region

The techno-economic examination
has been completed and prehminary
survey work has already been started

by NTPC The proposal will be
submitted for investment clearance
shortly.
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According to the project report, it

will be possible to commussion 1100

MW capacily by 1985-86 and the like-

ly expenditure for the first phase of

1100 MW ;3 estimated to be of the
order of Rs 456 crores
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SHRI P RAMACHANDRAN, This
project, even though it 18 delayed a
hittle bit, all the preliminary works
are going on and there is no difficulty
in processing thig project Unfortu-
nately, certain problems have to be
sorted out before this project 1s
started The coal has to bz 1nked
Earlier the previous Governments
had not prepared the project reports
for the coal linkage also So, we
have to do some investigation with
regard to the availabihty of coal and
also the mode of transport from the
place of coa] availability to the power
station Also some clearance has to
come from varioue other sectors.
That 15 why 1t has taken a little bit
of time But I can tell the hon House
that all the things are being done
expeditiously, and that very soon, a
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decislon will be taken to start the
production.
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SHRI P, RAMACHANDRAN. | do
not know how the hon. Member has
got impression about Bangladesh.
This station is meant for the eastern
region in our own country. The
question of Bangla desh does not
arise. About the seond part of the
question we are trying to get certain
facilities from the World Bank also
and the moment the project report is
completed and the investment deci-
sion is taken, we will pose it to the
World Bank Then we will get the
necessary funds for it.

SHRI KR'SHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: Will the equipments for the
Farakka plant be secured from our
own country, viz from BHEI~ and
even MAMC (Durgapur) can produce
some electrica] equipments. Will
these equipments he secured {rom
within our own vcountry? And, In
view of the reply given earlier, the
shortage of electricity will continue
upto 1985-86. In view of these facts,
will the Government consider the
construction of another power plant
in the Raniganj area, which is in the
pithead of the coal belt”

MR. SPEAKER: The later part of
the question does not arise. Only the
first part arises.

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: With
regard to this Farakka power station,
this stalion. when completed, will

AUGUST 9, 1978

Oral Answers 4

generate 1100 megawatts of power.
With regard to the ghortage of power
in West Bengal, steps are already be-
ing taken to remove these shortages.
Once this project is completed, there
will not be any shortage of power in
the eastern region, and also in West
Bengal.

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI: So
far as coal linkage was concerned, I
remember that in the previous ses-
sion, the hon. Minister said that there
were some coal available very near
Farakka in Santal Parganas. {s that
fact also taken into account and the
Plan being made, ready, keeping that
also in view?

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: For
thi: large power station, we require
lot of coal. That is why we are try-
ing to link this power station with
the Rajmahal coal flelds. where there
i< enough coal reserves for a larger
power station That i why we are
trving tn link it with the Rajmahal
coa] fields: and wo are trying to
identify the mode of transport and
nther facilities required for the setting
up of this thermal power station.
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