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Mttve for a Moratorium on Nuclear 
Testa

•383. SHRI CHiTTA BASU:
Until KUSUMA KRISHNA 

MURTHY:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 

AiffA h£> be piea&ed io state:
(a) whether Government propose 

to initiate a move lor a moratorium 
on all kinds of nuclear tests, over 
ground, underground or in the air, 
pending the conclusion of a compre- 
nensive test ban treaty;

(b) if so, whether any Government 
has since been sounded; and

(c) if so, the names of those Gov-
ernments and their reaction?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI 
VAJYAYEE): (a) to (c). Eversince 
1954, when India had taken the initia-
tive in regard to the banning of all 
nuclear weapon tests, the Govern-
ment of India has consistently and 
firmly expressed the view that, pend-
ing the conclusion of a treaty banning 
all nuclear weapon tests, there should 
be an immediate suspension of all 
kinds of nuclear weapon tests in all 
environments by all States. Most 
recently, at the Special Session of the 
UN General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament, which was held in New 
York in May-June, 1978, India had 
reiterated this position of principle 
and had also tabled a draft resolution 
(text attached). However, since it 
was generally agreed that the Special 
Session should adopt one single and 
comprehensive Final Document by 
consensus and not vote on separate 
resolutions, India decided not to press 
its draft resolution to a vote a t that 
session. At the same time, India was 
able to get the idea of suspension of 
nuclear weapon tests included in the 
Final Document which states, inter 
alia, that “various views were ex-
pressed by non-nuclear weapon

States that, pending the conclusion of 
this treaty, the world community 
would be encouraged if all the 
nuclear-weapon States refrained from 
testing nuclear weapons."

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A/S-10/AC. 1/L. 10 
23rd June, 1978.

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
Tenth special session

AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE 
TENTH SPECIAL SESSION 
Agenda item 9

Review and appraisal of the present 
International situation in the Light of 
the pressing need to achieve substan-
tial progress in the field of disarma
ment, the continuation of the arms 
race and the close inter-relationship 
between disarmament, international 
peace and security and economic de
velopment

India: Draft Resolution
Urgent need for cessation of further 

testing of nuclear weapons

The General Assembly,

Gravely concerned that continued 
testing of nuclear weapons exacer-
bates the arms race, poses a serious 
danger to the environment and con-
stitutes a grave hazard to the health 
of present and future generations of 
mankind.

Recalling its resolutions on the 
question of nuclear weapon testing 
which have been adopted each year 
ever since 1958 and which, inter alia, 
have condemned all nuclear-weapon 
tests,

Reaffrming that a comprehensive 
test ban is a matter of the highest 
priority,
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Noting the statements that compre-
hensive test-ban treaty is nearing 
finalization,

Calls upon all nuclear-weapon sta-
tes, pending the conclusion of a com-
prehensive test-ban treaty, to reafrain 
from conducting any further testing 
of nuclear weapons
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