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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a)
Construction of Hasanpur-Sakri line
is an approved work included in the
budget for 19874-75.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) Heavy commitments have been
entered into for the construction of
new railway lines and it has been
decided to concentrate on some of
them instead of starting all of them
at the game time. Since the construc-
tion work on Hasanpur-Sakti line is
yet to be started, it is proposed to
take it up after the lines which are
already in hand make substantial pro.
gress,
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SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH: In
the answer given by the Minister he
has raised two issues. One s,
though it has been included in 1974,
1t has been thrown into the back.
ground and some other works have
been taken up, and the seconq is, he
said that hecause of the lack of econo-
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mic viability thig has been given a
low priority.

8ir, this is in the backward area. If
that is so, if a criterion of economic
viability is applied to laying lines in
the backward areas, they will not see
the light of the day. In those circum-
stances economic viability should not
be the criterion whereas it should be
the backwardness of the area. Keep-
ing this in mind, may I know whether
the hon. Minister will reconsider his
decision and see that the work is star-
ted as euarly as possible?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: He
bas expanded the scope of this ques-
tion, but even then 1 am prepared to
answer that because it is a very im-
portant question.

Yesterday while replying to the
debate on the Railways 1 have alread)
indicated that so long as there are
financial constraints, it will not be
possible for us to undertake a large
number of schemes and projects in the
backward areas. Therefore, I have
found out a via media and we are
already discussing with the Finance
Ministry and the Planning Commission
one more modus operundi to enlarge
the scope of our resources. One
method would be that if the Planning
Commission and the Finance Ministry
allow us to utilise the surpluses that
we have mopped up in the course of
the tinancfal year to be utilised as the
development fund for the construction
of new lines in the backward areas,
the problems can be solved to a very
great extent. We are continuing
those discussions and I hope that with
your support we will be able to get
success.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH.
What about backward areas?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 1
was referring to that. In the back-
ward areas they were not able to get
clearance for a number of  years,
because they were going by the tradi-
tional standard that unless 10 per cent
return is there, a line would not be
considered for approval. But the new

formula which I am proposing, and
which is taken note of, is that we need
not wait for the clearance of the Plann-
ing Commission on the ground of viabi-
lity; on the ground of backwardness
we can proceed with the project.

SHRI B. P. MANDAL: I want to
know whether it is a fact that not only
the Sakari-Hasanpur line, but all the
other lines of the North-eastern Rail-
ways, especially the lines falling with-
in the Kosi area, including the restora-
tion lines of Nirmali-Bhaptiaki, Pratap
Ganj-Bhimnagar and Biharganj-Bhati-
arpur have not been taken up? As
against that, other lines in the State
of Maharashtira have been taken up,
in the constituency ot the Minister
himself. Is this not a fact?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 1
have already replied to that guestion.
Untortunately, the hon. Member wants
to cast aspersion on my regionalism.
Since he has done it, I want to make
that position very clear. It is one of
the projects in the south. Firstly, it
1s not a project in Maharashtra. It is
a project which starts in Maharashtra,
passes through Goa, goes to Karnataka
as a direct link with Kerala and Tamil
Nadu. I think if there is one project
which can be called really a project
of national integration in the South.
It 1s this project. That is my conten-
tion. Kindly do not attribute any re-
glonalism. 1 would be the last person
to do it.

One portion of the West Coast Rail-
way line has been cleared by the Plan-
ning Commission, in view of the appeal
that has been made by the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals. They
wrote to the Planning Commission that
they are likely to take up a fertilizer
project in that particular region and
so they would very much like that
the first part, namely, Apta-Roha,
should be cleared. Though the matter
is still pending, clearance was given
to this portion. That was the back-
ground for the Planning Commission
giving clearance to that line. It has.
been cleared as a project-oriented line.
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SHRI JANARDHANA  POOQJARY:
So far as the Kondan.-West Coast hne
1s concerned, it has been stated that
the work will be staried from Apta
to Roha, but the peaple of Karnataka
are not satisfied with this action of
the Railway Mimister. The people of
Karnataka want the railway line to
start from Mangalore t0 Roha because
we have the litter experience of the
Hassan-Mangalore line, As years roll
on, the expenditure will be more. So,
may I know whether the hon. Minister
will stari work on the Mangaiore-
Roha section?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: [t
15 not related to the original question.
Anyway, since it has heen raised, let
me clarify the position,

There has been a general conven-
tion that whenever any route is to be
started, it is to be started from the
rail-head, and since we are likely to
get one more fertiliser project, it is
very necessary that this particular
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line should be taken uyp. In
constructing any route, I would
say that the entire route is not taken
up at once. It is always constructed
in patches. This patch is 62 km. and
normally we take up 50 to 60 k.m. at
a stage and therefore, Apta-Roha has
been taken up. It 18 our experience
that once you start a particular route,
though It may be delayed, it is bound
to be completed. The hon. Members
may rest assured that as far as the
, ratllway admunistration is concerned,
1t will show no discrimination bet.
ween Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu It will make
a unified attempt to complete the pro-
Jects.

SHRI M N GOVINDAN NAIR. Can
you repeat that answer facing me that

you have not discriminated against
Kerala?
PROF MADHU DANDAVATE

Facing you I can make the statement.
I have my conscience here
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