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SHRI MUKUNDA MANDAL: 1
raised this question about six or
seven months back in the Second
Session and I requested the Minister
to take up the construction of
thege very railway lines because of
the backwardness of the ares. The
Minister assured during that time
that he will look into the matter
favourably. But since then the ac-
tion has not yet been taken. So, I
want to know from the Minister
how much time will he take to com-
plete the paraphernalia and when
will the construction actually begin?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
This is exactly the same question al-
ready put by an hon. Member. There-
fore, the reply would be the same. It
cannot be a different reply to ano-
ther member.
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MR. SPEAKER: Then the Ruail-
ways in the whole of India will be
cuvered.

SHR1 DINEN BHATTACHARYA:
My question is very simple. When
the survey work was taken up, it is
ciear that the Railway Minister got
the sanction of the West Bengul Gov-
ernirent also. Atler the completion of
the survey, after spending, as given
in the statement Rs. § crores, how is
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it that this ig being delayed and
excuse is being taken that the West
Bengal Government has not given
its sanction? So, the construction of
the line is being delayed. My ques-
tion is a very simple question. Once
you take the permission and sanction
of the State Government why are
you delaying in the matter? What
is the policy of the Government in
this respect?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
To a simple question my answer is
also very simple. It is the usual forma-
lity for years together that whenever
we undertake any survey at the in-
stance of the State Government we
refer the matter back to them and it is
not at all any delaying process. And on
this survey we have not spent Rs. &
crores. What 1 have mentioned as Rs
8 crores is the cost of the project
Actually what we have spent on the
survey is Rs. 6.96 lakhs. I can assure
him that immediately we get the
comments of the West Bengal Gov-
ernment we will take proper decision
in the matter.

Drilling in Jaisalmer

+
*391. SHRI NATHU SINGH:

SHRI S. S. SOMANI:

Will the Minister ot PETROLEUM.
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS be pleased to gtate:

(a) when drilling for oil was start-:
ed in Jaisalmer district in Rajasthan;

(b) the progress made in ihis re-
gurd so far and the amount of ex-
penditure incurred thereon;

(c) whether the Central Govern-
ment have decided to stop oil drilling
there; and

(d) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI'H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)
to (d). A statement is laid on the Ta~
ble of the Sabha.
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Statement

(a) to (d). Exploratory drilling
was commenced by the ONGC in the
Jaisalmer District of Rajasthan on
7-12-1964 and so far 16 exploratory
wells have been drilled in that dis-
trict. An amount of Rs, 10.52 crores
has been spent on drilling operations
there. Except for 5 wells (4 at
Manhera Tibba and one at Bhuana),
the other 11 wélls proved to be dry.
The small quantity of gas discover-
ed at Manhera Tibba does not admit
of commercial utilisation in view of
its high nitrogen content. The gas
show obtained in Bhuana was non-~
commercial in guantity and unfavour.
able in composition.

In view of the results obtained so
far, ONGC has suspenfed drilling
operations with a view to acquiring
additional data through further gco-
logical and geophysical surveys. The
resumption of drilling would depend
on the results of such additional geo-
Jogical and geophysical surveys
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Wt oA i g W e ey
¥ AR F IR A FE A wv
W OE? afm A &
Hagw &7

ot gt e wpEme o, vy
W T® W ™ s\ ¥ gafug
g & e i X o 1 e &
far  gamr WA g fr wowm

fagar, & awre woewr fagvgre,
IO X AL 0 dA oo,
AT wAW, Wy gAwW,  afew
FEC & R, W, oW, oy
T qY7 ferew W & 0
§ 7w awlswh & fagre & s
WY T AR R L





