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(c )  A ccord in g  to the in form ation  
urnished by the State Government, 
he State Government are conducting 
legotiations for setting up a cement 
ilant, a newsprint paper plant and a 
ilant for the manufacture of pharma- 
eulical drugs, w hich  could itili'je ]o- 
aj medicinal herbs. The State Govern- 
nent have recently announced their 
wlicy which gives top priority to 
iroinotion of industries based on local 
es&urces.
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Silent Valley Projsct and Hydro-Elec-
tric Projects in Kerala

*;il9. SHRI GEORGE MATHEW: 
Will the Minister of ENERGY be plea-
sed to state:

(a) what is the delay in giving sanc-
tion to the Silent Valley Project in 
Kerala; and

(b) how many more hydro-electric 
projects are under the consideration 
of Central and State Governments in 
Kerala at different levels?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
(SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a)
The Silent Valley Project was origi-
nally sanctioned by the Planning Com- 
misision in February, 1973 at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 2448 lakhs. Subse-
quently the Government of Kerala 
suggested certain modifications in re-
gard to the scope and design of the 
Project. The revised project esti-
mate has been received by the Cen-
tra] Electricity Authority from the 
State authorities iu October, 1977. 
The Department of Science and Tech-
nology have also raised certain ecolo-
gical issues which are also under exa-
mination along with the revised pro-
ject estimates.

(b) Besides Idukki Stage III, Ida- 
malayar and Kakkad Hydro-Electric 
Projects which are already under con-
struction, the Kerala State authorities 
have sent project reports in respect of 
the following two schemes to the Cen-
tral Electricity Authority: —

(i) Kerala-Pandiyar-Punnapuzha 
Hydro-Electric Scheme;




