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the people of North Bengal. I would
Iike to know from the hon. Minister
whether it is a fact that because of
some controversy between the State
Government and the Central Govern-
ment with regard to the import of
machinery and with regard to the in-
vitation of global tenders, projects
have been delayed. Secondly, since
the Prime Minister is here, I would
like to draw his attention whether it
is a fact that the hilly area of D3r-
jeeling was allotted a sum of Rs. 800
lakhs in the three Five Year Plans,
out of which so far only Rs. 659 lakhs
have been released. The balance
amount is yet to be released and be-
cause of that the development work in
that hill area of Darjeeling has been
hampered. Will the Prime Minister
look into the matter and expedite the
release of the balance amount?

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: As far
as the power position is concerned, it
is a fact that North Bengal is short ot
power, due to various reasons, includ-
ing want of proper linkage between
North Bengal and other parts of Ben-
gal. We have already advised the
State Electricity Board to establish
linkage so that power can be supplied
to North Bengal also. WIth regard to
this particular project, all the prob-
lems have been sorted out and we are
awaiting certain clarifications from the
State Electricity Board. As soon as
those clarifications are received, efforts
could be made for the import of machi-
nery,
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