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Utilisation of gas for manufacture
of fertilizers

*642. SHRI ANNASAHEB p.
SHINDE : Will the Minister of PET-
ROLEUM AND CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state :

(a) waether in view of finding of
lirgs gas reserves particularly in Bassein
strusture near Bombay and also because
of the availability of gas from Bombav
High, Government have formulated its
strategy to use this gas for manufacture
of fertilizers and save substantial out-
flow of foreign exchange for their import:

(b) wh~ther Government have
appointed a Committee to examine the
various alternative and economics of
the use of this gas; and

(¢} if so, what are the findings of the
Committee ?

THE MINISTER OF PETRO-
LEUM AND CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI H. N. BAHU-
GUNA) : (a) to (¢). A statement is
laid on the Table of the Sabha.
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Statement

(a) to (c). The quantity of the associated
gas expected to be available from the
!}ombgy High and North bassein off-shore
ficlds is likely to be of the order of about
3°8 to 4:0 million cubic metres per day.
In February 1975, the Government
had set up a Working Group to recommend
mcasures for the optimal utilisation of
the Bombay High oil and associated
gas. The Working Group suggested the
fract_lonation of the associated gas and
putting the different gas fractions to
appropriate uses such as using the methane
fraction for manufacturing fertilizers, the
ethane/propane fractions for manufac-
turing petro-chemicals,the propane/butane
fractions for supply to domestic consumers
as LPG etc. Consultants have been
appointed to study the feasibility and
desirability of setting up new lpetro-
chemical units based on the appropriate
fractions as also the possibility of these
gas fractions being utilised by the existing
petro-chemical units. A decision would
be taken after the Consultant’s final
recommendations are received and studjed.
However. considering the fact that the.
most profitable utilisation of gas is in
the manufacture of nitrogenous fertilizers,
certain decisions have been taken to
convert the existing Trombay I and
Trombayv II units of the F.C.I. which
are présently based on naphtha, to use
gas. Similarly, Trombay V unit of
the F.C.L. which is under implementation
would also use gas.

Cialculations have shown that after
meeting the requirements of the Trombay
I. II and V units, some more gas may
be available which can be used for setting
up new fertilizer units. Further. ONGC
has discovered free or non-associated gas
in the South Bassein structure. Although
the discovery is yet to be fully appraised
by drilling some more assessment wells
the preliminary indications are that
substantial quantities of free gas may
be available from this structure.

In the revised V Plan. nrovision has
been made for four new fertilizer projects,
two in 1977-78 and two in 1978-7g. Tt
is proposed to locate one of these four
projects in the North Eastern Region
where, associated gas would be available
in requisite quantities when ONGC's
fields attain their ootimum levels of
production. Two of the remaining three
projects mav be cstablished at a place
south of Uran and the other one in
Gujarat.

Since the setting up and the commissi-
oning of new fertilizer and petro-chemi-
cal units would involve some time, the





