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Production of Lenses Blank by Bharat
Optical . Glass Limited, Durgapur,

*217. DR. VASANT . KUMAR PAN-
‘DIT¢ Will the Minister of INDUSTRY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Bharat Optlcal Glass
Ltd Duzgapur, 4 Central Government
Undertahn; -is , producing. Lenses
Blank fo:r specdncles. )

(b) it so, the: prpductwn durlng the
last three years; .

(c) whether ‘Lenseg Blank are now
being imported in India, if so. .how-
much worth-of these were imported
during the last 3 years; and

(d) what efforts hav~ been made to
grant licences for production of lenses
to other units and aunlicants to koost
domestic output and discourage -im-
ports in order to save foreign cx-
change?

THE MINISTER OF INDUS'RY
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES):
(a) and (b). M/s. Bharat Ophtha mi~
Glass Ltd. (BOGL), a Central Gov-
ernment Undertaking, is manufactur-
ing Ophthalmic Glass Blanks. Tre
production of the comnany during the
last three years 4s given below:— -

1974-75  48.97 Tonnes.
1975-76  112.94 Tonnes,
1976-77  112.77 Tonnes. .

(c) The import of Ophthalm'c
Blanks is being canalised through
BOGL. The imports' made by the
company during the last three years
is given below:—

(Rs. in lakhs)
1974-75 31.94
1975-76 66.88

1976-77 30.22

(d). BOGL, was allowed to enhance
its capacity from 3090 M. Tonnes to
600 M. Tonnes per annum in 1976.
The company is making efforts, to
import the latest continuous process
technology or, in the alternative, de-
velop the technology indigenoysly in
collaboration with Central Glass and
Ceramic- Research Institute to increase
the domestic production. It is expec-
ted. that after the adoption of the
continuous pracess . technology BOGL
would be able to meeét the anticipated
demands of "Ophthalmic Blanks i the

- country, Till then the gap .between

demand and sapply would be met
through imports. -





