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(¢) 1f s0, the reasons therefor and
the steps Government propose .o
take 1n the matter?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTI-
LIZERS (SHRI H N BAHUGUNA)
ta, to (e) Shortage of certamn
brands of medicines occur sometimes
in certain parts of the country But,
invariably equivalent substitutes spe
availlable

The avaiability of drugs has been
gradusally ymproving in the country
As against the availability of Rs 580
crores worth of formulations in 19%5-
76, the availability during 1976-77 was
of the order of Rs 700 crores Mimg-
try of Chemicals and Fertilizers are
momtoring the production data of
various essential drugs The avayl-
ability of these drugs during 1977-78
15 eapected to increase further To
further augment the availability, sub-
stantral expansion i1n the Public Sector
Undertakings ;s being encouraged ;n
a planned manner
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Increase in production of Antibio-
tics at Indian Drugs and Pharmaceuti-
calg Limuted.

*202 SHRIMATI AHILYA P
RANGNEKAR Will the Mimster of
PETROLEUM AND CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to
state

(a) whether the production of anti.
biotic 15 expected to increase sigmifi-
cantly at IDPL by introducing hgh-
yielding strains know-how and exper-
fie from Iialy at & cost of Rs 14
grores,

(b) if so, whether the price of the
medicines will be reddced; and

(c) if s0, to what extent?
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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTI-
LIZERS (SHRI H N. BAHUGUNA):
(a) Yes, Sir, It 15 hoped that with
the introduction of hgh yielding
strains and better technology, the pro-
duction of antibiotles in IDPL, Rishi-
kesh plant will increase sigmificantly.

(b) and (c) Due to various
measures effecting productivity and
production, 1t should ultimately be
possible to review the issue with the
objective of bringing down prices.
However 1n domng so many ofher
factors 1e, raw material costs, wages
and other input costs will alsv have
to be taken into conmderastion. Thus
exercise will however take sometime
before we are in a position to deal
with 1t finally
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