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SHRI ANANT DAVE I would like
to know whether the new dnlling
works in Kutch District m Guyarat
State have been started, and if so,
with what gesult

SHRIH N BAHUGUNA The
programme 1n the Kutich area i1s going
on according to schedule, and 1 cen
agsure the hon Member that the
North Gujarat oilflelds as well as
other greas hike the Tapt: basin are
already under care and are bemng

NOVEMBER 20, 1077

Oral Answers 4

looked after well so far as the opera-
tional part of exploration goes.
‘  Huiway Detelopment Programme
+

*184 SHR]I MUKHTIAR SINGH
MALIK

SHRI B. RACHAIAH
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state

(a) whether Government have
constituted a Working Group of Rail-

ways to draw up a detailed Raillway
Development Programme 1n the next
five years:

(b) if so0, the terms of reference
thereof,

(¢) the personnel of the working
group, and

(d) the time by which report wil]
be submutted to Government by the
Working Group?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF MADHU DANDAVATE) (a)
Yes Sir

(b) A statement ;s laid on the Table
of the Sabha

(¢) and (d) The Working Group 18
expected to finalise its interim report
by the middle of December, 1977

Statement

The names of the Members of the Working Group are as under —

8. Name & Denignsuon Representing
1 Shri K8 Rajan, Ch s Raulway Board M y of Ralway Churman
g Shn M G. Nar, D: ,» Raulway Pl g Mi y of Railways Member &
Convenor

8 ShnS Chattopadhya, OS D lﬁmﬂ'yd m‘;fﬁaerﬂ (Depariment Member

5hn B Banha, Jt Secretary Min: of Enes Members

(Depnm of Pow:g
5 ShnGB Smngh, Director, Central Elec
Authonty

6 Shrnn R K Dang, Jt Secy Minutry of Steel & Mines Member
7 Shi 8 M Chakravarty, Director Minustry of Industry Member




.2 Oral Answers ¢ AGRAHAYANA 8, 1800 (SAKA)

Oral Angugrs 6

8 Name & Designation
No

Representing

r (Move- M v of Agniculture & Iin-

Member

8 ShnKP Singh, Jt C
ment)

g ShnNP Verma,Jt Commussioner (Fert )

10 Shri 8 M Kelkar Jt Sceretary

11 Shrimati Lata Singh Director

12 Shr1S Ketharaman Executive Director,

01l Coordination Commutiee
13 Shn SR Shah, Director

14 Shni TV Sundarara)
port Rescarch

15 Shnn N A A Narayanan Deputy
Secretary (1rinsport)

16 Shri SC Misra Chief Tiansport
17 I MO Dilvi UNDP, Advascr

18 11 Y K Alagh Adviser Peaspertne Plan

ning Divisien

19 Shri R € Sharma Jomnt Dnecter (Trans |

port)

Minustry of Commerce

JI- Planning Ct mmission

gation (Deptt of Food)

Minnstry of Agnculture & Trn Momber
gation (Deptt of Agniculture)

Minstry of Petioleum & Chemu  Members

cals tts of Chemicals &
Fertihze rs)

Minstry of Pettoleum & Cheny Member
cals (Deptt of Petroleum)

Member

an Darcelot Tranl-‘i
Miunustry of Shupping & Irans Members
port

Mem bers

2 The terms of
Working Group on
under —

reference of fte
Railways are

(1) To review the carrying capaci
ty of the Railways and 1ts utilisation
by the end of 1977 78 bninging out
the extent of slack capacily as well
as sectional and  terminal bottle-
necks in the movement in spatial
terms

(1) To make a realistic assess-
ment of transport requirements for
freight traffic 1n each year of the
next filve year in plan  1878—83

“ in respect of major commodi‘ies
carried by railways, such as ¢l
fimished steel and raw matenals to
«stee]l plants iron ore for export, ce
ment, fertilisers foodgrams POL
srmlway materials and other generel
goods, the assessment of transpost
requirements may be worked out
both in terms of ongnating tonange
as well pag fonne kilomerfreage

taking into account the expected pat-
. tern and lead of freight traffic

() To assess the requirements of
passenger traffic m each year of
the next Five Year Plan period
1978—88 for (a) suburban traffic and
(b) non suburban trafic In regard
to non suburban traffic, the need to
reduce overcrowding in tramns and
the requirements of long distance
passenger traffic may be kept 1n
view

(1v) To suggest policy framework
for allocation of freight and passen-
ger traffic based on consumer prefe-
rences, cost of services etc, to rail,
road transport and coastal shippirg

(v) To recommend programmes for
production of rolling stock in the
production umts of the Rallways
and in the public sector undertakings
during the Five Year Plan 1978—83
to mateh the requrements of rolling
stock for meeting the passenger and
freight traffic as assessed
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fwi) To formulate the s de-
yelopment programme and out-
lays required for each year of the
Five Year Plan period 1078-83 1n-
der the various Plan heads, such s»
soling stock, Line capacty wuorks,
eic, after taking into account tha
capacity expeeted to he available
by the end of 1977-78 and the pro-
jected requirement of trafic I
view of the long gestasion period of
raillway projects the Working Group
may keep in view the perspective
of ten years

(vi}) To indicate the direct employ-
ment 1n man days expected to be
generated during the Pla n period
for the various categories of stafl
during the execution of the recom-
mended  projects/programmes &nd
after their completion

(vin) To indicate the requirement
of all materials and eguipment smd
the extent to which these could be
available from indigenous sources,
separately from the large scale sec
tor and small scale sector and by
mmports for each year of the Five
Year Plan

(1x) To recommend policy in res
gard to wnvestment in rallway lines
of a developmental character "

SHRI MUKHTIIAR SINGH MALIK
At the very outset I would hike to
point out with all the due defetrence
to the hon Mimnister that develop
ment 1s a very wide term and as
such the railway development pro-
gramme also includes the efficiency of
its working Recently the working of
the railways has become a matter ol
great  controversy especially on
account of the freq y of dent.
on rufning trains not only because of
pabotage, but the most unfortunate
feature of it 1s that sometimes acci.
dents take place even In the raillway
yards

MR. BPEAKER Kindly come to the
question

SHRI MUKHITAR SINGH MALIK
Among the 19 members of the working
group there is not a  shigle Yechnical

There 18 also no mention in the terms
of reference about the accidents and
about improvement in the working of
the railways May I know whether he
1g also prepared to add these to the
terms of reference?

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE
Furstly, 1 would like to dispel the
musunderstanding in the mind of the
hon Member that I or the Ralway
Ministry have set up the group This
group hag been set up by the Plan-
ning Commussion The selection has
been made by the Planning Commus-
sion

Secondly, he says that there 18 not
a single person who is connected with
the technical aspects of the raillways.
I may point out that in the 19 mem
ber team there are two officers from
the ralways One of them who tops
the list, 15 Shr1 K S Rajan, Chairman
of the Rallway Board, who comes
from the technical faculty of mechimi-
cal engineering So 1t 15 not correct to
say that none of the members will be
conversant with the technical aspects
of the problem

He also rased the question of acc.-
dents which 1s a separate issue The
Question that has been tabled 1s re-
garding the development of the rall-
ways

SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH MALIK
The raillways 18 known as a public
utility service Most of "the general
public travéls by the Second Class
Much of the révenue from the passen-
ger traffic accrues from the passemgers
travelling by the Betond Class [t is
very surfrifihg ard rather viry un-
fortunate fiat no mention hag een
made in the terms of reference xbout
the passenger damenfties I can very
well undérstand  that this Wosking
Group Bhks Béén fokmed by €he Plan-
ning COifriiiseton 'But it is about the
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gevelopment of railways. The rail-
way Ministry must be very much con-
cerned about the passenger amenities
on the rafllways. May I know from
the hon. Minister whether he is pre-
pared to suggest to the Planning Com-
mission or whether he can himself
include the question of passenger
amenities in the terms of reference ol
the Working Group?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: It
the terms of reference are made very
wide in that case the Group will not
be able to pinpoint the specific pro-
grammes of development of railways.
Mainly, it is a gquestion of develop-
ment of railway lines in various areas,
including the backward areas. It
means that all the transport and
traffic 1ssues are | eing discussed. There
is one term of reference, that is No 3,

+in which it is stated that one of the
tasks 18 to assess the requirements of
passenger traffic in each year of the
pnext Plan, including suburban traffic
and nom-suburban  traffic. Probably,
what he hag suggested could come
under that. But malnly il is a nues-
tion of the development of railways.
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“To recommend policy in regard

to investment in the Railway lines
of a developmental character.
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SHRI K. LAKKAFPPA: This 8-point
programme envisaged under the re-
constituted Working Group to draw
up a detailed railway development
programme looks like any other pro-
grumme, as a customary one, by any
new Minister who comes and drafts it.
Throughout the country, il is our ex-
perience that such programmes have
never seen the light of the day so far
ds their implementation is concerned.
In the terms of reference there 15 no
item in regard to minimising or even
cuiting short all sorts of rallway
accidents that are taking place, in-
cluding the recent one, which is tbe
concern of the entire country. The
development programme includes im-
proving the efficiency of the adminis-
tration. Even that has not been mn-
cluded in the terms of referemce. I
want to know from the Railway
Minister whether the terms of refe.
rence includes any reference in regard
to taking the stock of the situation of
the functioning of the railways n-
cluding the number of accidents that
are taking place and whether there 1s
any time.bound programme to imple.
ment such schemes, programmes, sug-
gestions and conclusions arrived at "y
the Working Group. I want to know
whether any time.limit has been fixel
in the terms of reference in regard to
the implementation of the develon-
ment programme.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: The
hon. Member may  recall that oaly
while replying to  another question, 1
had said that this was the specific
objective of this particular study
Group, that is, development of {he
railways. I may take the House inta
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we are also setting up a separate
panel which will look into and study
only the problem of accidents, so that
that problem can be studled in depth
But that will come slightly at a later
stage

SHRI K LAKKAPPA My question
was this What 1s the time you have
set to see that the suggestions, conclu-
siong and deliberations of the Study
Group are implemented” Unless the
responsibility, 18 fixed, nothung wl
move

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE Al-
ready two meetings have been held
one was held on 4th October and the
other m the month of November. By
December, 1978 an interim report
will be submitted
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SHRIMATT PARVATHI KRISENAR
The Minister hag often stated, both in
public and on the floor of the House,
about the importance of having a
single gauge system. I would like to
know why, in the terms of reference,
the question of changing over to a
single gauge system is not there at
all and what the Minister proposes to
do about it

Secondly, the Minister has assured
us that it will be his “constant edea-
vour'—these were his words—to see
that there 18 an integration of vario.s
modes of transport’. Here we see m
item (iv) of the terms of reference —

“tp suggest a policy framework
for allocation of freight ard pas-
genger traffic  based on consumer
preferences, cost of gervices, etc, to
rail road transport and coastal ~h'p-
pmng "

Does that mean that there is going fo
be a proper serious, detailed exami-
nation of an integrated policy because
the backward regions and other rc
gions wil be adequately served only
by integration of all branches of trans-
port

PROP MADHU DANDAVATE The
import of the suggestion which 15 in

the question that hag been asked 1#
already included in the terms of
reference.
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hon. Member to
reafise .that even this mwpect.of the
terms of reference 1s at the instance

the Railway Ministry that we have
already given an assurance on the
Floor of the House—that there will
be a more integrated coordination
between shipping, road transport and
the railways and as a result of that,

:
:
§

2

depth, 1t will be to the help of the
Railway Ministry as we will be able
to have a more integrated coordina-
tion between the three.

MR. SPEAKER; Next question.

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH-
NAN: No Sir He has not answered
my question of gauge conversion.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Sir,
you promised to call me.

MR. SPEAKER: I give no promises
to anybody.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
Sir, one aspect of the question was
whether this Group will take notice
of the fact that there iy an imperative
need of having a single gauge. The
varioug terms of reference in relation
to transport and traffic requirements
do indicate also that this question is
also going to be taken into account.

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISH-

NAN: It ig your understanding only,
but not explicit 1n terms of reference.

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE:
What is implicit in the terms of re-
ference, I am trying to mmke it ex-
plicit and I assurance the hon. Member
that we will send a further communi-
cation saying that f{t is our clear
understanding that the question of
unified gauge should also be taken
into consideration.

MR SPEAKER® Next question

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: On a
point of order.

MR. SPEAKER: There {g no point
of order in Question hour.
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SWR] JYOTIRMOY BOSU: 8tf,'3
want to0 mention that I got up two
or three times 4nd you gave an indi-
cation that you would eall me. Then,
you allowed the Minister to go back
after calling the number of the next
Question.

MR SPEAKER: There is ng point
of order

Question 188.
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