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Medical Graduates

*383. SHRI R. KOLANTHAIVELU: 
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether estimates on the basis 
of the present rate of output of medi-
cal graduates point to a situation of 
possible unemployment of doctors;

(b) if so, the facts thereof;

(c) the reasons for this anomalous 
possibility in the face of almost total 
Jack of adequate medical care for the 
rural and needy segments of commu-
nity; and

(d) the policy proposed to be fol-
lowed for purposeful orientation of 
medical education and meaningful 
utilisation of talent?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI RAJ 
NARAIN): (a) to (c). The present 
annual output of nearly 12,500 medi-
cal graduates could be potentially 
absorbed for many more years to 
come to meet the desirable doctors’ 
manpower norms for the country. 
There is vast potential for self- 
employment of doctors in the country.
But the reluctance of doctors to work 
in l'ural and semi-rural areas has led

to a peculiar situation where some 
posts in Prim ary Health Centres are 
vacant but about 8!>70 medical gradu-
ates were on the live register o f  
Employment Exchange in 1976.

'» v
(d) The Government of India intend 

to restructure the undergraduate me-
dical education curriculum to bring 
about a positive bias towards com-, 
munity orientation so that doctors 
trained by the medical colleges would 
be far more in tune with the spirit 
and needs of this nation.
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