1 :Oral Answers
to Questions
-Conference of Teashers to Drive out
Mliteracy

*1. SHRIMATI AHILYA P. RANG-

NEKAR: Will the Minister of EDU-

CATION, SOCIAL, WELFARE AND

CULTURE be pleased to state:

to call a conference of teachers includ-

ing school teachers to chalk out mea-
(a) whether Government propose

sures to drive out illiteracy from the
.country; and

(b) if so, when
thereof?

and the details

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER): (a) No Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

:SHRIMATI AHILYA P. RANG-
-NEKAR: Mr. Speaker, I would like
to know from the Minister whether
he is not calling a conference of tea-
chers to drive out illiteracy and what
is the other programme to drive out
illiteracy from the country.

DR. PRATAP - CHANDRA CHUN-
DER: TFor driving out illiteracy from
the country as a first step a National
Board of Adult Education has been
set up. As a second step, this has
split itself up into several sub-com-
mittees and they are trying to develop
certain strategies and it is proposed
to approach the State Governments
for setting up State Boards. We know
that the teachers have to perform a
major role in the implementation of
‘the programme of removal of illite-
racy so, at the appropriate time due
consultation with the teachers will be
held. In ‘the meantime I am having
discussion with the representatives of
the different federations of teachers
in this matter.
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PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR: As
we all know, this probiem of illiteracy
in our country is not only collosal,
but is also getting mounted up in-
terms of increasing numbers of illi-
terate people in the country. The
Minister has already appointed an
adult Education Board. Does that
board contain adequate representa-
tion of techers at all levels, and of’
social workers doing this work of
adult education in different fields?
My feeling is that the board is heavi-
ly represented in terms of ministers.
and secretaries and bureaucrats, but
not of teachers who are going to
work. In view of this, will he assure
the House and the nation that the
government is very sincerely, earnest-
ly and urgently looking into this mat-
ter of implementing the programme
as early as possible, with the help of
persons and instruments directly in-
volved in this work, viz. teachers and
social education and literacy workers?

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-

‘DER: I fully agree with the hon.

Member that we should give the
highest priority to this problem. But
we wanted to make this board a smal¥
one, so that it is workable. If we
have a very large board, it may not
be possible for us to meet quite easi.
ly, and quite often. Moreover it is

_proposed that we should decentralise:

our. activities and approach the State
governments to set up State boards,
where different voluntary agencies
and teachers’ organizations will be
associated in a greater way.
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SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
The increase in population is about
3 per cent, after the advent of the
Janata government. This means that
every year we are adding to our
population about 1 crores and 80
lakhs of people. I want to know
whether the Minister is in @ posi-
tion to educate all these people, in
addition to eradicating illiteracy
among the adults. If so, how much
time does he need? (Interruptions)

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYA:
The hon. Member thinks that the
population has increased after the
coming into power of the Janata go-
vernmernt, i.e. within six ( months.
How is it possible?

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER: Obviously, the hon. Member’s
hypothesis cannot be accepted; but as
regards the involvement of zll sec-
tions of people for the eradication of
this massive illiteracy, steps are being
taken in a proper manner.

DR. SUSHILLA NAYAR: Is the go-
vernment thinking in terms of any
time-bound programme? If so, what
are the special programmes? Does it
propose to involve all literate people
in this programme, apart frora what-
ever teachers and government agen-
cies might be able to do? Have any
funds been set aside for a crash pro-
gramme for the removal of illiteracy
—which includes functional literacy?

DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER: 5 years’ time has been set
before us, as the target date within
which we should try to remove illi-
teracy from adults between the ages
of 15 and 35 years. They will be
nearly about 13 crores in number.
And it would be a rather heavy task,
no doubt. Therefore, we have ap-
proached the Planning Commission
for the purpose of providing more
funds for this purpose. A special sub-
eommittes has been set up to deal
with this very serious question. And
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the Prime Minister who is the Chair-
man of the Planning Commission and
the Deputy Chairman Mr. Lakdawala
both attended the inaugural meeting.
And both of them kindly asstred that
they would give the highest priority
to this particular problem and that
adequate funds would be provided.

DR. SUSHILA NAYAR: I also
asked about functional literacy.

MR. SPEAKER: You have already
asked.

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI: In
view of the stupendous size of the
problem and- also of the fact that the
work” of removal of illiteracy will
have to be undertaken in the States,
has any plan been made to involve
the State governments also actively
in this work?

DR. PRATAP CHUNDRA CHUN-
DER: I have already agsured the
Houses that the State Gdvernmefits
will be involved, because State boards
will be set up; and then we propose
to go down even to the district level,
so that 'district boards will be set up.
I had called a meeting of the Minis-
ters from different States and Union
Territories. They have by and large
acceépted’ the urgency of this pro-
blem. The strategy is now in the
stage of being worked out in detail. ,
I shall come with a full programme
after I place this matter before the
Consultative Committee of Parliament
for Education, i.e. after the whole
strategy is chalked out in draft.
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Development of Forests
+2. DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT:
will the Minister of AGRICULTUBE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased ) to

state:

(a) whether the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Science and Technology em-
phasised on the development of forests
to create jobs at the geminar held in
‘Delhi on or about 16th August, 1977;

and

(b) if so, the plans of Govern-
ment to develop forests in the coun-

try?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
'THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) and (b). A
statement is placed on the Table of
the Sabha.
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Statement

(a) Yeg Sir. In 3 seminar held in
New Delhi on 16th August, 1977, re--
garding “Optimum utilisation of
wood resources” Secretary, Depart--
ment of Science and Technology em-.
phasised the need of optimum utilisa-
tion of country’s natural resources
including forestry. This will also~
help solve the unemployment pro-
blem of the country.

(b) Greater emphasis is being laid’
in the forestry sector on covering
larger areas under plantation schemes:
both in the Centrally Sponsored
and State Sector. The National Com-
mission on Agriculture considered the-
acute shortage of fuelwood and small.
timber in the country and recommen-

ded inclusion of social forestry sche-
mes in the 5th five year plan with.
the objective of providing fuelwood,.
small timber, fooder and fruits to the-
Accordingly, the Gov-
ernment of India included two Cen-

rural people.

trally Sponsored Social Forestry
Schemes in the 5th Plan period with.
an outlay of Rs. 10 crores as central:
grant component. ‘The provision for
each of these schemes i.e. (i) Mixed.
Plantations on Waste lands and Pan-
chayat lands etc. and (ii) Reforesta--
tion of Degraded Forests and Raising:
of Shelter Belts is Rs. 5 crores each..
The pattern of central grant which
was 75 per cent for mixed plantations:
and 50 per cent for forestation of de-
graded forests for 1976-77 has now
been raised to 100 per cent grant limij--
ted to Rs. 1,000 per hectare for 1977--
78. The schemes are under imple-

mentation from 1976-77. ‘The table-
below shows the achievements made-
during 1976-77 and the likely pro--
gramme for 1977-78 and 1978-79.





