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( f )  Include a chapter on smok
ing and its bad effects on health 
in the text hooks.

R e^on a l Passport OfiQce, N ew  Delhi

•272. SH RI D U RG A CH AND : W ill
the M inister of E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S  
be pleased to state:

<a) whether Governm ent’s atten
tion has been drawn to an article un
der 'Focus’ published in a local daily 
dated the 30th May, 1977 regarding 
dismal functioning of the Regional 
Passport Office, N ew  Delhi,

(b ) whether Government propose to 
Tnake an enquiry into the functioning 
o f  the Regional Passport Office, New  
Delhi; and

(c ) how the functioning o f the office 
is proposed to be improved?

TH E  M IN IS TE R  OF E X T E R N A L  
A F F A IR S  (S H R I A T A L  B IH A R I 
V A J P A Y E E ): (a ) Governm ent’s at
tention has been drawn to an article 
on the working of the Regional Pass
port Office, N ew  Delhi, which ap
peared in the 'Hindustan Tim es’ o f 
30th May, 1977.

(b ) and (c ) .  In v iew  of the sharp 
increase in work-load o f all the R e
gional Passport Offices, which in 1976 
was about 50 per cent more than in 
1975, Government have undertaken a 
review  of the working methods and 
procedures as w e ll «s  requirements of 
staff relating to the issue of pass
ports. Studies have been carired out 
in the Regional Passport Office, Dolhi 
as w ell as in a number of other 
offices, on the basis o f which measu
res for sim plifying existing procedu
res and improving lay-outs and sys- 
terms in the offices and increasing the 
st’aff strength are under considera
tion and implementation.
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