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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chairl
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Asian Collective Security

+

*465. DR. HENRY AUSTIN:
SHRI NIHAR LASKAR:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to stale:

(a) whether Soviet Union has
spelt out her idea of Asian Collective
Security in clear terms;

(b) if so, whether the Indian Gov-
ernment have examined the same;
and

(e) if so, their reaction-thereto?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): (a) to (c). The
Soviet Union had, in 1969, put forward
the concept of Asian Colleclive Securi-
ty but concrete propusals have so far
not been made.” In our wview, it is for
the countries of the region to discuss
various ideas on thz subject and to
evolve, after mutual consultation, ways
and meang of promoting peace and
stability and strengthening mutually
beneficial cooperation on bilateral and
regional basis.

DR. HENRY AUSTIN: As early as
1969 the Soviet Union had offered cer-
tain proposals for checkmating the then
emerging danger in relation to the
security of verious Asian countries.

2

Since then the Helsiuki Conference on
Co-operation and decurity in Europe
was held in july, 1975 which worked
out a system of security for European
and some other countries. The concept
of detente that had emerged out of
the Conference seems to he providing
some security to the European and
North-Atlantic Powers, but, an effort
is being now made to confine the bene-
fits of that to the European countries
only. This is the position that I want
to highlight here. This has to be re-
lated to the situation emerging in Asia.
After this Helsinki Conference there
seems to be a free-for-all situation in
Asia and Africa.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: What is
the question? This is the Question
Hour.

DR. HENRY AUSTIN: So, I want to
know whether the Government are
taking adequate steps {0 meet the situ-
ation of insecurity in and around our
counrty. The paper reports show..

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: This is the
Question Hour. It is neither Calling
Attention nor a Bill on which you can
speak at length. You must put a
specific question.

DR. HENRY AUSTIN: May I know
whether Government are aware of the
unrestrained accumulation of lethal
weapons around our country, parti-
cularly in Saudi Arabia, Iran and
Pakistan, and whether any collective
security arrangements are being
thought of with countries interested in
checkmating these d=velopments and
assuring a unclear-free zone in Asia?

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: Without
being involved in  bloc arrengement
for military security, we are doing all
that we can to see that security is pro-
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perly ensured. But that does not de-
pend only upon us. If it has again
deteriorated into a bloc we are not
interested in it. Russia has not yet
specified what exactly they mean by
what they are saying.

DR. HENRY AUSTIN' In recent
weeks some Moscow papers hzve been
highlighting what actually they mean
by this Asian Security. But that apart
in view of the menacing situation
around us, whether the Government
will exchange views with countries
in the neighbourhood to take tock
of the situation.

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: We will
exchange views with whosoever ‘raats
to have exchange of views with us.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Whether the
recent Helsinki deliberations and the
spirit of detente would be extended to
Asian security Club. Whether our
country is taking any initiative in this
regard.

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: 1 am not
concerned here with Helsinki at all.
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SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
When the Soviet Foreign Minister re-
cently visited us, did he again refer to
this concept? If so, whether that was
the variation on the criginal concept.
Secondly, the Soviet Union also con-
sider itself to be an Asian country. So,
when the hon. Prime Minister said that
it was for the countries of this region
to consider their security problem, did
he also include Sovi2t Unrion amongsi
those countries?

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: He did not
mention it even by a long fork.
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SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Now in the
nuclear weaponry, neutron bomb has
been added and laser-power-base
weapons are also there. Whether the
attention of Soviet Russia will be drawn
that real collective secnrity for Asia
can be provided only if the big powers
agree to give up this competition of
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nuclear weaponry and weaponry of
other destructive nature. 1f so, whe-
ther India will take initiative to ralse
the matter in the forum o’ the United
Nations.

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: Before we
‘take any initiative, we should qualily
ourselves to have the initiative on the
+basis of our strengih. We have, first
-of all, to have that position of stiength
in the world. In this matter, T have
no doubt in my mind that there can be
no security in Asia or in the world as
fong as there are atomic weapons.
‘Therefore, it has beer onr attempt to
see that these weapons disappear.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: In view of
the fact that the Soviet Urion has re-
peatedly stated that they have no
bases in the Indian Ocean or in this
part of the world which i5s one of the
biggest threats to the Asian security
and also, in view of the fact that the
United States iz planning to have bases
in addition to Diego Garcia even in the
Bay of Bengal, is the Government doing
anything to protest against this atti-
tude of the United States in accelera-
ting the tension in this region which
is a threat to the Asian security?

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This has
nothing to do with the proposal put
forward by the Soviet Union.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: All the ques-
tions of Asian  security includc the
question of bases also. The bases are
not excluded from the coilective sccuri-
ty.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We are
specifically discussing the proposal of
Asian Collective Security put forward
by Soviet Union.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: The ques-
tion is:

““Whether Soviet Union has spelt
out her idea of Asian Collective
Security...... »

. In that, the question of bases isulso
included. If you say it is not included,
let us know.
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SHRI MORARJI DESAI: Firstly, the
hon. Member is wrong in stating that
the Soviet Union has no btase whatso-
ever. It has its spheres of influence in
the Indian Qcean. That cannot be,
denied. It is a race between the two’
powerful nations. It is from that that
we have to save Asia. That is what
we are trying to do.

Weeklies and Monthlies Published by
Foreign Embassies in India

*466. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Wiii the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be

pleased to state:

(a) names of weeklies and month-
lies published by the Embassies of
Soviet Russia, East European coun-
tries and U.S.A. in India and volumes
of their circulations;

(b) whether they are sold or cir-
culated free;

(c) whether similar weeklies and
monthlies are published by the Indian
Embassies in those countries; if so,
their names and volumes of circula-
tion; and

(d) whether Soviet Russia and
other countries, as stated above per-
mit Indian awards for the Russian
readers of the type of Soviet Land
Nehru Awards as prevalent in India;
if so, facts thereabout?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): (a) and (b). Rele-
vant information is placed on the Table
of the House. [Placed in Library. Sez
No. LT-695/77].

(c) Yes, Sir.

The Indian Embassy in Washington
brings out a weekly jublication entitled
“India News”. It is distributed free
on request and has a circulation of
over 32,000. The Indian Embassy in
Moscow brings out a quarterly maga-
zine in Russia “INDIA"” with a circula-
tion of 40,000. It is priced at 40
Kopeks (approx. Rs. 4.75).

(d) Yes, Sir.





