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Indian Counci] of Cultural Relations

*477. DR. KARAN SINGH: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a proposal to
make the Indian Council of Cultural
Relations a major instrument for
spreading goodwill and friendship
throughout the world through the
medium of Indian culture; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAD: (a) Yes, Sir. This
in fact is one of the main objectives
of the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations.

(b) Since the transfer of ICCR to the
Ministry of External Affairs in 1970,
its endeavour has been to become an
instrument to promote understanding
of our culture and goodwill towards
our partner nations throughout the
world. An Evaluation Committee
under the Chairmanship of Shri Ashok
Mehta has been appointed recently to
review and evaluate the scope and
functions of the ICCR in particular and
our cultural relations with other coun-
tries in general.

Rate of Interest o, Employees
Provident Fung

*478. SHRI VASANT SATHE: Wil
the Minister of PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND LABOUR be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government propose
to increase the rate of interest on
employees provident fund contribu-
tion; and

(b) if so, the facts thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENT-
ARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR (SHRI
RAVINDRA VARMA): (a) and (b).
Government have enhanced the rate
of interest payable under the Em-
ployees Provident Fund Scheme from
7.5 per cent to 8 per cent per annum
for the year 1977.78.

JULY 14, 1977

.
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Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic facilities
in C.G.H.S, Dispensaries in Delhi

*479., SHRI SUKHDEO PRASAD
VERMA). Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
be pleased to state: «

(a) whether in view of the great
demand of Ayurvedic and Homoeopa-
thic system of medicine Government
propose to extend the facility to
each of these dispensaries of C.G.H.S.
in Delhi where not available; and

(b) it so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI RAJ
NARAIN): (a) and (b). At present six
Ayurvedic dispensaries and 4 homoeo-
pathic dispensaries are functioning in
Delhi. It is the objective of the Gov.
ernment to promote indigenous systems
of medicine including homoeopathy.
Although at present there is no pro-
posal to make available the facilities
for Ayurvedic and homoeopathic sys-
tems to C.G.H.S. beneficiaries in all
dispensaries in Delhi, the question of
opening more dispensaries under these
systems is under examination and addi-
tional dispensaries will be opened as
and when necessary facilities for the
establishment of the same become
available,

.
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Night Airmaj] Service

*481, SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are con-
sidering to reintroduce night airmail
service; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BRIJLAL VERMA):
(a) and (b). The matter is under ex-
amination in consultation with the
Indian Airlines Corporation.

ASADHA 23, 1899 (SAKA)
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Electronic Equipment for Telephone
.. Exchange

*482. SHRI V. M. SUDHEERAN:
SHRI VAYALAR RAVI:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government made
any proposal for the production of
large electronic equipment for tele-
phone exchange;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether it will be 3 part of
development and expansion of pro-
duction of electronic equipment at
IT1, Palghat?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BRIJLAL VERMA):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Industrial Relations Bilj

¥483. SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN:
Will the Minister of PARLIAMENT-
ARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR be
pleaseq to state:

(a) whether Government have
taken a decision to introduce a new
Industrial Relations Bill soon;

(b) if so, the salient features there-
of,

(c) what is the total strength of
thé organised and unorganised labour
force separately in the country at
present; and

(d) how far the new Industrial
Relations Bill will cover them?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR
(SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA): (a) and
(b). Government has decided to set up
a Tripartite Committee to study, in
depth, all the problems relating to a
Comprehensive Industrial Relations
Law. It would be for the Committee
to recommend a framework of the
proposed law. "o

(c) Out of a total working popula-
tion of 180.4 million, according to 197}





