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possible to complete all the minimum 
requirements to complete the prog-
ramme by that time. ,

Advertisements of DAVP and Rail-
ways etc. to smaller and medium 

Newspapers

*28. SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJI: 
Will the Minister of INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government propose to 
increase the amount of advertisements 
of DAVP, Railways and other public 
undertakings to smaller and medium 
newspapers; and

(b) if so, the quantum of increase 
in terms of money to be paid for the 
advertisements to those papers?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI 
L. K. ADVANI): (a) and (b). Ad-
vertisements are released to news-
papers to meet varying publicity re-
quirements and not as <a measure cf 
financial assistance. But remaining 
within these limitations, small and 
medium newspapers particularly 
those published in Indian languages 
will be used for Government adver-
tisements on Qn increasing scale. The 
question, is therefore, being looked 
into in detail.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
The hon. Minister said that advertise-
ments are not to be given for finan-
cial assistance. But in a country 
where the bigger newspapers are 
controlled by the monopoly houses, 
is it not the Government’s policy to 
encourage the small and medium 
newspapers and young journals? 
How do you expect them to increase 
their circulation without assistance 
from the Government through the 
medium of advertisements, which

was distorted during the last emer-
gency? Is the Government thinking, 
about laying down some policy or 
norm to help the distribution of 
advertisements in a fair manner?

SHRI L. K. ADVANI: As I have
said, it cannot be simply for finan-
cial assistance. Otherwise, advertise-
ment becomes an instrument of poli-
tical patronage and political leverage, 
which the Government does not want 
to do. But, within these constraints, 
Government would like to evolve a 
policy which might include a measure 
of we’ightage in the case of smaller 
and medium newspapers, particularly 
those which are in the regional lan-
guages.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
In so far as the issue of advertise-
ments to regional papers or weeklies, 
is concerned, so far as Calcutta 
weekly Jansakti is concerned, al-
though the DAVP has withdrawn 
suspension order, the Railway Board 
and other authorities are not issuing, 
the advertisements to it ? Will the 
Minister kindly look into that? Se-
condly, what is the quantum of 
advertisement given to a Journal 
called Surya, which has got an arti-
ficial growth? What was the financial 
assistance given to this journal, which 
is nothing but a by-product of 
emergency?

SHRI L. K. ADVANI: There are
two cases, one in which it has been 
pointed out to me that railway ad-
vertisements are not being given to 
a paper. I will look into it. So far 
as Surya is concerned, I need notice.

SHRI K. MALLANNA: What is
the policy of the new Government 
regarding advertisements of the 
DAVP to the monopoly press?

SHRI L. K. ADVANI: We have a
positive policy in this matter, not a
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negative policy t and that positive 
policy is to see that in the matter of 
giving advertisements, the small and 
medium papers, particularly in the 
Indian languages, are in a way 
favoured.

Sh o r t  N o t ic e  Q u e s t i o n

Resignation of Deputy Chairman, 
Planning Commission

S .n .q . 3. SHRI TEJ PRATAP 
SINGH: Will the PRIME MINISTER 
be pleased to state whether the 
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commis-
sion of India has resigned from his 
post or not? ■)

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): Shri P. N.
Haksar has submitted his resignation 
as Deputy Chairman, Planning Com-
mission, but he has been requested to 
continue for sometime more to 
enable Government to make suitable 
alternative arrangements.
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