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.
CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED LATE RUNNING OF SIVERAL
TRAINS DUE TO WORK-TO-RULE AGITATION
By SOME RaiLway Starr
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): Sir, notice
as such has not been served on the
various Railway Administrations by the
Indian Railway Signal and Telecom-
munication Staff Association but an
intimation has been received indicating
that the members of that Association
would start ‘“Work-to-Rule”  movement
from 27th November, 1973 if their
dewnands are not met.

From 27th November, 1973, some
incidents have been reported of Signal
and Telecommunication staff not attend-
ing to their duties in respect of mainten-
ance of the installations., Some late run-
ning of trains have been reported dug to
these incidents. On the whole, out of
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about 5173 trains carrying passengers run
daily on the Indian Railways, omly 32
mail and express trains and 39 passenger
trains were affected in punctuality on 28th
November. As regards suburban services,
only in Bombay arca there was some
dislocation.

The work to rule agitation has taken
the shape of incidents where staff bave
not turned up on duty to rectify defects
in the night on the plea that their duty
was completed during the day. In the
category of Signal Maintainers, depending
on workload they fall in ‘excluded’ cate-
gory or ‘essemtially intermittent’ or ‘con-
tinuous’ catcgory. They also get overtime
when they work more than the duty bours,
according to Hours of Employment
Regulations. At some stations, they have
left the work at 17.00 hours where a
generator is to be looked after on the
plea that they would not work beyond 8
hours although the staff have been 80
long classified as ‘essentially intermittent’
according to Hours of Employment Regu-
lations,

A 7-point charter of demands was
received which was carefully examined.
The Indian Railways Signal and Telecom-
munication Staff Association represents
only one category out of a large number
of categories on the Railways. In the
circumstances, the Railways have accept-
ed a policy for many years of recognising
only such a union as is composite and
represents all categories in one class of
workers, namely, the non-gazetted or the
gazetted and have refrained from granting
recognition to categorywise associations.

One of the demands regarding monetary
benefit on the same lines as for the Perma-
nent-way staff in the case of certain acci-
dents which had already been sponsored
by one of the recognised Federations has
been examined and accepted and orders
were issued to the Railways. As regards
strength of Signal Maintenance Staff, indi-
vidual Railways are assessing workloads,
taking into account factors like local
conditions to see if any increase is neces-
sary. The other demands are not just-
fied. :
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At present there is no information of
any ‘work-to-rule’ agitation by the Indian
Loco Mechanical Staff Association,

1 appeal to the staff concerned to with-
draw the agitation wherever they have
started, particularly in view of the fact
that one of their main demands regarding
‘breakdown’ allowance has been conceded.
1 hope Hon’ble Membess will  also  join
me in this appeal.
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“In the absence of duty rosters for
khallasies|T, men, they are forced to
work for more than 12 hours a day

without any extra remuneration. In
some of the cases where the duty ros-
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ters have been provided, these are very
very old and do not classify them as
continuous workers. Also in many
cases where they are working with a
maintainer classified as continuous,
these khallasies are classified as essen-
tial intermittent.”
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SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA
(Serampore): Why do you forget that
those union people are not representatives
of the Railway employees?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: That
is why we are trying to have one union
to establish the representative character of
the union. That is our effort. The cate-
gory unions have assured me that imme-
diately we take a decision on one union,
they will dissolve their category unions.
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SHRI NAWAL KISHORE SINHA
(Muzaffarpur): The hon. Minister has
referred to some dislocation in the Bom-
bay area. May I know what he means
by the word ‘some’, because, according to
our information, the situation was preity
pbad in Bombay yesterday and this morn-
ing.  This is my first category question.—
He may refuse 1o recognise category- -wise
unions, but I am sure he will answer my
questions category-wise.

The second is with regard to one of
the demands to which he has not so far
made any reference, that is No. 3 yard-
stick. It appears from the papers that
we have got in our possession that there
are different yardsticks. A block instru-
ment on the Western Railway is main-
tained by one category of officers and the
same block insirument on another railway
is maintained by another category of
railway officcrs. Why cannot there be
one yardstick for all the railways in the
country? -

The third question: Does he seriously
believe—with due deference to Shri A. P.
Sharma—that one railway union can look
after the interests of 1.8 million of its em-
ployees in the country? This is not a
small country.

SHRI A. P. SHARMA (Buxar): Shri
Ramavatar Shastri also wants one union.

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE SINHA: 1
am for one union. I will tell you what
should be done in that respect. But Joes
anybody in this country seriously believe
that one union with one Chairman and one
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Secretary could represent 1.8 million peo-
ple of different categories, specialised ser-
vices and general services?

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN (Kgangra):
If two Ministers can cover the Railways
throughout the country, why can’t a Presi-
dent and a General Secretary do the same?

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE SINHA:
They have the whole gamut of the Railway
Board to support them. Without t(he
Railway Board, they would not be able to
function.

What difficulty does the hon. Minister
feel in recognising branch-wise unions in
this country? Conceding that the Minister
does not agree with me and he would still
insist on one union, the whole wrouble
emanates from the fact Shri A. P. Sharma
will excuse me for saying this—that thers
is a crisis of confidence between railway
employees and the two Unions. 1 have
served on behalf of this House on the
Railway Convention Committee and have
toured the whole country. There is a crisis
of confidence. If we must have one
Union, why cannot the Minister consider
the matter of a plebiscite and have onc
Union? If there is a plebiscite, probab-
ly the crisis of confidence will dis-
appear. I do not know why peopls
should be enamoured of individuals. I
think our Railways are thc biggest public
undertaking in the world. Why cannot
the Railway Ministry try this proposition
in the Railways?

SHRI A. P. SHARMA: The troubleis
not with the trade unions, but with the
political parties.

SHRI NAWAL  KISHORE SINHA:
Then, why should inspectors who are
technical people be tagged on to desk
jobs?

Will the Railway Minister also consi-
der the question of keeping out all kinds
of outsiders, including me and Shri A.P. e
Sharma who is President of an all-India
Union? Why not all of them be sent
out? Only railwaymen should man these
railway unions, My last question. i
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with regard to inspectors. Technical
persons are tied down to desk jobs. Why
should technical persons be tied down
like that? This is the bane of our
country. We tie down technical persons
to desk jobs. Technical men should not
be tied down to desk jobs. If we want
technical men to work on shop floors or
in the workshop, why cannot there bz
some arrangements whereby there is a

peneralist for store work and not a
technical man?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
The hon. Member asked about the

trouble in Bombay. It sturted with the
pointsman’s problem. A point has to be
set.  The telecommunication and signal
staff are working to rule and they said:
we must get in writing what the troubl:
is and then a man would be sent. The
pointsman should go and report that
therc was a small trouble in the instru-

ment. He said this should be reported
back to them. It meant two or lhree
hours. Normally they would go. check

it and set right the defect. Because of
work-to-rule everything must be meticu-

Jously followed. Naturally, as a result
of that, 51 [local trains had to be can-
cclfed in Bombay. They  refused to

work; they did not wan: to work: it was
hardly a distance of 200 vards. The other
point is about the yardstick drawn by
the TCRI sub-committee. Tty recommen-
dations were considered by the  Railway
Administration.  Individual railways had
been directed to frame rules fixing yard-
sticks, considering the conditions prevail-
ing in their areas. With regard to  the
other points which the hon. Member has
raised. it is a verv good piece of advice
and T hope it will go down the other
side also.  We shall also consider what
best can be done.

12.58 hrs.
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

ANNUAL ReporTs OF LIC aND ARC
AND NOTIFICATIONS ETC.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRIMATI

AGRAHAYANA 9, 1895 (SAKA)  Papers Laid

238

SUSHILA ROHATGI): Oa behalf of Shri

K. R. Ganesh, 1 beg to lay on the
Table:—

(1) A copy of the Annual Repor!

(Hindi and English versions)

‘of the Life Insurance Corpora-

tion of India for the year end-

ed 31st March, 1973 along with

the Audited Accounts, under

section 29 of the Life Insurance

Corporation Act, 1956.
[Placed in Library. Sce No. LT-
5859/73].

(2) A copy of the Annual Report
(Hindi and English versions)
of the Agricultural  Refinance

Corporation, Bombay for the
year ended the 30th June, 1973
along with the Audited Ac-
counts, under sub-section (2)
of section 32 of the Agricultural
Refinance Corporation Act,
1963. [Placed in Library. See
No. LT-5860/73].
(3) A copy of Notification No. S.0.
3043 (Hindi and English ver
sions) published in Gazette of
India dated the 27th October,
1973, issued under section 1 of
the Foreign  Exchange Regula-
tion  Act, 1973, [Placed in
Library. Sce No. LT-3861/73].

(4Y A copy cach of the following
Notifications (Hindi and English
versions) issued under the Cent-
ral Excise Ru'es, 1944:—

(i) GS.R. 495(F) und  496(E)

published in Guazette of India
dated the 9th  November, 1973
together with  an explanatory
memorandum,

(ity G.S.R, 487(E) published in
Gazette of India dated the
9th November. 1973 together
with an explanatory memoran.

dum.
(iti) G.S.R. 498(E) published in
Gazette of India dated the

9th November. 1973 together
with an explanatory memoran.
dum. :
[Placed in Library. Sce No. LT~
5862/73].





