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12 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED ACUTE SHOBTAGE OF
FERTILIZERS

SHRI P. K. DEO (Kalahandi):
‘Sir, I call the attention of the Minis-
ter of Agriculture to the following
matter of urgent public importance
.and request that he may make a state-
anent thereon:

“The reported acute shortage of
fertilizers in Punjab and other
parts of the country.”

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
‘'TURE (SHRI F. A. AHMED): As the
Honourable Members are aware, the
position in respect of ava:lability of
fertiliser during the current Rabi
.season, has been difficult due to &
variety of reasons like shortafalls in
domestic production resulting from
power cuty, shortage of raw material
-etc, and an acute shortage of fertili-
ser in the world market, coupled
‘with a global shortage of shipping
space. However, all possible efforts
‘have been made by the Government
to step up domestic production, as
well as to procure the maximum
possible fertilisers from the countries
.abroad, as quickly as possible. There
have also been severe operational con.
straints in respect of port handling
and transportation of imported ferti-
lisers. However, with special efforts
and in coordination with the Minis-
‘tries of Transport and Railways, very
high priority has been given to port
handling and rail movement of im-
ported fertiliser in order that quic-
kest possible supplies are made of the
-available fertiliser.

In view of the shortage of chemi-
cal fertilisers, State Governments and
non-Governmental Farmers Organi-
sations have been asked to mobilise
-and utilise organic manures as much
-as possible,
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As far as supplies to Punjab are
concerned, special efforts have been
made to see that maximum supplies
are made to Punjab State, in view of
its contribution to the agricultural
production of the country and to the
Central Pool of foodgrains. In fact,
a review of the supplies by the
Centra] Fertilizer Pool and domestia
Manufacturers, from 1st August, 1973
onwards, shows that a substantial
portion of the supplies due to Punjab
from these two sources have been met.
For other States also, despite the diffi-
culties, efforts are being made to make
the maximum possible supplies.

SHRI P. K. DEO: The Government
fixed the target of food supply of
115 million tonnes for which we
needed 3.8 million tonnes of fertili-
sers. Our total capacity of fertilize»
production is 1.8 million tonnes and
we still need about 2.6 million tonney
from outside. I would like to know
whether it is not a fact that the offi-
cers of the Ministry of Agriculture went
for a purchase mission with Rs. 250
crores worth of foreign exchange and
they came back empty-handed be-
cause even the East European coun-
tries did not stick to their previous
commitment of supplying the ferti-
lizers, because prior booking had al-
ready been made by Soviet Union and
China in this regard. So far as allo-
cation of fertilizers is concerned even
though Punjab is the granery of this
country and the per hectare consump-
tion of fertilisers in that State is 75
Kilo against the national consumption
of 15 Kilo, Punjab is given a raw
deal whereas in certain States like
Uttar Pradesh where there iz the im-
pending election, special quotas are
being released. In a meeting where
the Prime Minister was present, Mr.
Bahuguna, the Chief Minister had the
cheek to say that the promise of im-
mediate large-scale release of ferti-
lisers to U.P. had been made due to
his efforts. All these things go to
prove that even allocation of fertili-
sers which go a long way in fulfilling
the green revolution, is being made
on a political basis
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There has been acute shortage of
*ertilisers, but so far as the distribu«
tion to the various States on a pro
rata basis is concerned, some States
are being given a better deal because
of the coming elections. I would like
to know how far thig is true.

_ 1 would also like to know, so far

as the production of indigenous fer-
tiltsers is concerned, what steps are
being taken to make up the deficit of
2.6 million tonnes. In this regard, I
would like to poilnt out that in my
State of Orissa, the Government had
to put up a fertiliser plant at Para-
dip. Just at the time of the Cuttack
bye-election, Shri Shahnawaz Khan
had been there and he went on lay-
ing the foundation-stones of the
Malangtoli iron ore project, the Sar-
gipalli Jead ore project and the Suk-
hinda nickel project, which projects
never saw the light of the day, is the
Prime Minister also going there to
lay the foundation-stone of this fer-
tiliser project just before the elec-
tions, as an election-stunt?

In view of the fact that Punjab is
the granery, and in view of the state-
ment of the Punjab Director of Agri-
culture, Mr. Pritam Singh Hoshiar-
puri that Punjab is short of 2 million
tonnes of urea and 2 million tonnes of
superphosphate, what special efforts
are being made to give the supply
to Punjab? In the case of the other
surplus States like Orissa and Andhra
Pradesh which also contribute to a
large extent to the rice requirements
of this country and which are also in
need of fertilisers, what special steps
are being taken to supply them with
the fertilisers?

From this statement, I find that
the reply given is not even worth the
paper on which it is written. So, I
request the hon. Minister to give a
categorical answer to my queries.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: The hon
Member raised three specific ques-
tions. The first question is whether a
delegation consisting of representa-
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tives from the Agriculture Ministry
went to foreign countries and came
back without contracting for the sup--
ply of fertilisers. I would like to
correct the impression which the hon.
Member has and say that this dele-
gation did not include the represen-
tatives of the Agriculture Ministry.
The Delegation was led by the Secre.
tary, Ministry of Supply and includea
the representatives of the Finance
Ministry. :

SHRI P. K. DEO: This is absolu-
tely no alibi that some other Minis-
try is concerned. He is replying on
behalf of Government, and it is a
question of collective responsibility.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: Here, the
question has been raised with regard
to the supply of fertiliser for the
coming kharif seagson in our country.
So far as this delegation wag con-
cerned, they had gone there for the
purpose of negotiating the supply of
fertiliser from January, 1974 to June,
1974, that is, for the next year.
Therefore, the impression which the:
hon. Member has that the delegation:
went and came back without making
any contract is not correct, because,
so far as the rabi crop is concerned,
the action was taken last year.

We were told that so far as nitro-
genous fertilisers were concerned
probably 168 lakh tonnes of indigenous
production would be there, but un-
fortunately the production is much
less and on that basis, and on the
basis of the requirements and what
was available in our country, we have
decided to import about 10 lakh ton-
nes of nitrogenous fertilisers from:
outside. Actually, we have been
able to make a contract of 8.90 lakh:
tonnes, and out of this, nearly 7.38
lakh tonneg has come. So, I would
like to correct the impression of the
hon. Member that sufficient quanti-
ties of fertilisers have not been im-
ported from the foreign countries.

It is true that whatever we wanted
we were not able to get from the out-
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side market. The quantity was nearly
9 lakh tonnes as against our import
authorisation of about 104 lakh
tonnes, out of which 7.38 lakh tonnes
have arrived and the rest is in the
course of arrival and will be supplied
to the country as soon as it is
available.

The second question the hon. mem-
ber raised is that the fertiliser is dis-
tributed on political grounds and
not on the basis of requirement of
every State. I have already pointed
out that having regard to the fact
that Punjab is one of our important
States so far as food production is
concerned, we have given priority of
fertiliser supply to Punjab. I will
quote figures to show that the propa-
ganda which is intended to be done
by the hon. member to show that we
are giving more fertiliser to UP be-
cause of coming elections is mischiev-
ous and there is no basis whatsoever
for it.

SHRI P. K. DEO: 1t is all reported
in the papers.

SHRI F. A, AHMED: 1 will give
the facts. Please do not depend on
what appears in the newspapers.

So far as Punjab is concerned, from
the Pool Punjab has been given 71 per
cent nitrogenous and 69 per cent phos.
phatic. So far as supply from indi-
genous manufacture is concerned,
Punjab has been given 83 per cent
nitrogenous and 68 per cent phospha-
tic. The total is 78 per cent nitro-
genous and 69 per cent phosphatic.

So far as UP is concerned, in the
case of nitrogenous it is only 28 per
cent and as for vhosphatic it I8
55 per cent. Supply from indigenous
manufacture is 84 per cent nitrogen-
ous and 83 per cent phosphatic. The
total is 45 per cent nitrogenous and 358
per cent phosphatic. Thus the hon.
member can see from these figures
that no special consideration has been
given to UP. If any special consi-

~ation has been given out of the
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available fertiliser, it has been given

to Punjab and Haryana and then come-

other States.

It is true that we are short so far
as the fertiliser requirement in our
country is concerned. If we take the
whole year, there iz a shortage of’
nearly 9 lakh tonnes. This has been
due to the fact that the expected pro-
duction of 16 lakh tonnes is not like--
ly to materialise, and we are now
dependent on the latest figure given
by the Ministry of Petroleum and
Chemicals of about 11 lakh tonnes.
Also we have not been able to con-
tract for the entire quantity which we
require; even here, out of the con-
tracted quantity, some has mnot yet
arrived because Bulgaria and Rumania
have failed to supply according to the
dates fixed by them. We are making
efforts to see if we can get fertiliser
from other countries also, but because
of the difficult situation, it has not
been possible for us to get the requir.
ed quantity of fertiliser which we-
need in our country.

SHRI P. K. DEO: My last question
regarding the Paradeep fertiliser plant
the foundation stone of which ig go-
ing to be laid by the Prime Minister,
has not been answered.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: | do not know.
This question may be referred to the
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals.

st wyg fem@ (aiwer) : oo
qereg, & 7 A=t wgww v qEar
T M § T3 &, w& qar fw S+
¥ gT aweT WX e X g §, €
¥ oy q@ oA zfe Wi ey
fe w1 wwrr frarg 2 &)

97 gw Wy agt Wik WY ware Iefed
w& & 0 sfadi W g ag s
g & fis qg whaw STHATE | qE
¥ forerraz Wit @ 7 - ag AW SATHAT
3| wiamgat ¥ faamae w0 ¢ 7-ag



1207 Reported

. [st 7y fewg)
WA BTATY | T A A G
7—ug e fAEAT 1 WK
Y AT qgar - sfe Ao
fag @ -, @ sg ¥ R H @A
9T Fara feRar fis ag wias S
Tl g AT A gz A
gardy At wfaai §, (wraT)
off aaRd wgrard wiE - ag Ow
TS BATHAT & |
oft we fagrét wrondaft (warfirae) :
Nt wrdhwEr § @ Y gF acE
BT | (sqwEm)
ot dto dte WM (gryE) ;oSN
g fomd wzw St B g SR
w4l gaaa § 7
ot iy W (MERT) W aRa
Qufesa odf B @ w waw
¥ minw §) 07 &, ag WY e
“HATHAT 2 |
it vy formd . yafqn o fraem
2 & Al g fasw & swc
B wog ¥ fod-frerd amg ) area<
T AT AT 9T WcH- HAET HL |
o g ¥ fogw v o &
‘THgl #1 T@T I, FY qaqr a9 e
AT R A w1 gfez A g
wE RENT : AAAT A6 A
o= ©: faaz & varer awg Ag faam
A I AIAT FATAT FH |
st 7y fem : weaw wET,
“AAAIG TFE) A gEl e ¥ 97 gy
FfaarE, ATSTFRIA MO AT FHAH
SYE & 7 oW A S @ aiE 2,
& 39 1 &R QAT
FTF A Y AT T Fer i gwr
g F TEET IW, FYES WA,
g WTETIAT EFIT | 59 & 412 97 g

NOVEMBER 21, 1973 Shortage of Fertilizers 208

(C.A)

w1 fo v ag F1as g wrari grm )
o w7 ey Ty fE s A oW
woFT w4 &, &, 5= g v
gy s § wfa qra w1 @ A
s A, qunfear ags, T8y o
g - aro ¥ 377 wryor 2w - fE
o TraT Az g dfgg ) cqewe
gEwqua aw § W W gy
e F ! A gy o ggw S @S
ff, sigmfeear ™ &)

w weas gfee &1 awm el
el 7EET X FEr K gw A AR ¥
orHa § 99T f 997 2 @ € | w|b
fasra oT% g2@  FREW qT T
ofteacr SrewR” | @ AT @
THaa g fFdsTa QN F S | T
wTi & ST dord #Y R syawEwg
§ wf 97 w1 smafawar 3 =fgd
W HAY 7PRA A A, AT A@AH|, F
T FEY ), AV FH WA s | qfET
TR QT aft F X A SR N A
wE & | T ) WEISA 4g AG| WA
o gt oF T w7 99 &, S T SEAET
Fa< 53w, fa@e, waras 1% afyo
® £ TN F YT § WK ag WY &t
& JeTET & wwETa "Tar § W1 SF &
WYAT WEE & | gH avg e qfest
&, sraw A sHer ¥ oA W=
afewslt &mre, Selgr W ATE R
¥ a¥ Ggry q¢ dum gEr &
T g YN W Fw
1 & @A qITE A AGPIE
w3 wEgE i | fog @ A
gt & fi farch o 7t @z Y v AT
#1 QU & § &1 §1 dIE ¥ gfg
T FT g AV HT AT I AT
¥ g aeaw gfe vt arfye
IF H g care e FT WY gare A g
forer & wrq #Y Fadeft qar faea & Y
¥ wramE, AT AT qfew FTw



209 Reported

ST H mr waEr 1 A R el Ay
TTOREITH FT T F1 SATA AT,
=rfgw 1

¥ HdY wged ¥ AFA A §
& w1 SizaARAT FERAT WG
gfear w1 A SegA FeawET FEAHA
£ 37 # ot 57 %1 wweAar faw @ g
A AR Aqgme fe afar ®
FHEY TAET 47 Av 57 #7 Fapric o
Fqr gar ? sar 37 fawrfodt o wwe
Far ? gAY avg wiearge SR
fgq geqrad @AV 97 9% GiEATEAT
FAAT § A/ A SIS C £
g # oY qATEN AT IaWT FIAT
FIL? Wg [ATT wleAEAT W
71-72 ¥ 18 sfawa gamer gam,
dudt @ ot #7138 wfawa g
agi o € mrf 71 37 Shroa oy gATRT
afi gor) a1 TE R AT F AR T
FHER 57 F amy @ e ofdaw
T gar A1 & fag aw w53
@Y 3, 98 T |

wgl a% BledngsT AT A= #r &
T ware §, HE& wudt ww § fr gw W
Tt srafasar ¥ wfge e =
ofss dwT 9@ e dwT, W@
FaReit qoft, 9 NG grIds Fr§ o
&, wleaneaT #1 Jarar F1 AR I AT
o 1 Sgl TF qaTer § 1 Y qraq
ATq F) fA I FT LA FCH IT A
fahTR F FFH &0 T | AW
argfe 98 err wfasw fafwds #r
WEqeTaT FIA gC AV Wik, @ awer 7
0 ATHIT 9L4g W< wEr & fw
fag Ao soea & o1 2 #7 &TH
FT F I AFT ¥ GUTCFT & 412 I
w1 W Gewfea AT B TRT IEY
fear a1 3q ¥ I v & e e A
¥ faaragar &, 1 30 § wag d=1-
e ¥ feadt wdt wmr€, fadefy g

E

KARTIKA 30, 1895 (SAKA) Shortage of Fertilizers 210

(C.A)
A9 F1 fFadt & FE@ 08, 7 |/
a@t # A€ ww & W arfEw
aEaat Aift Fww A oA oo
W FEHT ST qr AM-
safd e I 7 faded ot
1 WY W7 ¥F & Al Ao
gean wraqa 2§ € W wlzansc
aqT A FY @Y FT A I FATH
¢ va% At & sroa wy€ Aifw 7 &)

wr qg am g @ & oW A
&raw 54 frar T aT war 39 ¥ g7 qrar
mar fE o) wfewmgery g ¥w F ¥
o § dwa |4 # 7g arfaw gov fE
Foufama s fwe ey afaws foarad
g 3@ ¥ §1 oW ¥ dww
af A o faeiy faFrer g g & &
W ITFFATAiFragawg 3 ?

w0 ag W &gl ¢ fs wleamse
faamt & #wmag # & w7 F
i ag gwn v o 9@ sww aqg
g ot =w ¥ ad|r Id a@
wieargsT |t I a3 G901 g7 gl
o Far fF wm w gAW @ @
# orew & W S @, W At S
aaAd g & 1wt wdfy A & AT
# ot Sque Few deArard ¥ art §
oay Fgl & 519 ag1 R agqy
w1 g & 1 gt & e wrelaw wr
ar we F HqE W fawdaor
1 feftam A 4l =@ & frdr
A wa Ffefade 7 v<7 & W<
A% WY ST IS qAE F aET Y
IR QA & faw, IT47 qErar< F1
QA F AT AT T AL FTFE
T AT Art w7 oAy FAr 7T
fafaw Tt v fomsr & & 3o
¥ xyr wged & 97 9 wiewgeT &
HTARR F1 QU ¥ ¥ faw wqr arw
sEL g amE



211 Reported

[ =g fema)

uvl wq A ¥gy fF gaT aw &
arR ¥ gEardd § Wy &a< ot § ag
o) 7 ¢ | Afe gt A Aol T
FArr ATEy A w1 oAt ot @
WK fafew & ;X § age wmaw g,
Sai TR T & f e e v
F1 Wl gATT agd aqrar @y g |
wTR AT wFAT & o Hie W S
aig H AR H @ ST RN E L
(vrwwe) ... a7 THE FATE AL

W & W g 1 T EU F® W

g wTeX § A @7 IAH WA At >
g2 & 39 N SAETQ IT FT A
H1fg |

ot sawn Wt wgEr o wTe-
taw dra< ¥ ga W A feg §
forr w1 Y Fafaefy & areeps Y & 1
afewr & qaTT <TRET §, 98 AT S
§ for fora g @wwd @ Y StreEw
sg:ﬂq:{@'i{

ot ng fosd . weum w3ET,
gieargmt & w=m@Ar #5 fedt ot
<ot #Y aTa T TR -

werm wgww ;. wio dfsq, ag
aF T

o v forett : 7Y, R E F
O wfaedl ¥ acqs 7 § 1 IT w7
wTq Hawr g |

werw wgtea ;s qear dfsg
& qors Y F< @1 E ) T It
gt ¢, w8 Tdw e Tfegg

ot e welt W W T
o € qEee WAC ) §R S
gfig | & w9 ¥ g8 wE Wgw §
f aga arQr Gt A for o7 w9 A
fas frar § 37 &1 Wy gy & Wk
Ao ) § 1| Ao a5 avw & W

NOVEMBER 21, 1878 Shortage of Fertilizers 212

(C.A)

Ffec e § & fSaar o
wifed wlewme a1 s #7 §
It Srewwe g A ¥ A @Y @
¥ gw & o v T a1 ogw e
gH W1 16 AT & Hfedrswy, wie-
ATAT FTEREA & wfee & i,
oY T% AT gATX 9T URIWE wiar ¢
IWAATw TR fF 11 e ¥
waTeT g &1 AEY fedm argE ¥
yarfears  wadde ¥ owgg & difew
1 & sk Afewr 57 & fow fvq wrd-
afgt & sfeg & o gt ofiafer
o FY #3fqdt @ TG FT F@TAT W7,
a3 fag @wfaem 1 & smfle
w0 g fF o=t @re gw W aoe
ERT R wMY W Tw A & e
wfeamswr g7 #1 e

3T §ATA AT fae AT A Ay
farart fa srewwrs ot g wg> ¥y ST FT
TR FTAT AR 9 1 feg @ ¥
raram 7g) fear | & g #gAT Angar
g f¥ g 8¢ a1 7@ & wfemmra}
&7 gaar w7 § 1 fraer wfesmest
g gew A dur v gg Red § Wi
30 ¥ ax gw ag g Ay § f
fFET g M IR T FAT o | KX
ot o7 fesd org F EwA WY I
# w1 #Y 77 FATn Agar § R fow
AN EW T @I WT T TWH @ 91
Iq T g T GERA ¥ W =W A
¥ o wET wfeAmgw N wEw
gft W e d fao g ¥ gEX et
¥ gz £ sifew #1377 7dffor
g gt fs wrs W@ WTE o = w7
T AT KT qF, aTwr I Arw o
& g Aoty g FT A& | Tg v
57 T v g€ ag wwlwe g g fe
Pt g% ol ¥ s P wfeemea
& Wt wfeamea $ & fedem T
¢ frer g Wi ag 7 e Y wog
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SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam):
Increased fertiliser consumption has
become a very important aspect in
the new strategy for agriculture. The
hon. Minister was referring to the
global conditions. When he speaks
rof the global conditions, he should
r.eahae that the consumption of ferti-
liserg in India is deplorably low com-
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pared to even the world average—
not of advanced countries but even
the world average. The fertiliser
consumption in India is 12.3 kg. per
hectare as against the world average
of 40.11 kg. per hectare of agricultu-
ral land. The entire difficulties have
arisen due to faulty planning non im-
plementation of the targeted produc-
tion, requisite imports not being plen-
ned ahead with a proper assessment
of the gap that is likely to take place
in India and mlso untimely distribu-
tion of the available fertilisers, It is
a very poor consolation if the Minis-
ter says that his Ministry has nothing
to do with production or planning.
My point is that Government as a
whole should accept the responsibility
for this state of affairs.

Even now 40 per cent of our re-
quirement is being imported, and the
Minister of planning has said that by
1978-79 we may have to import as
much as 44 or 45 per cent of our
requirements.

The Minister, in his statement, has
attributed the shortfall in fertiliser
production and availability to drought
conditions, power-cuts, shortage of
raw material, ete. Even in the earlier
years, the production has not gone
well as far as nitrogen and phosphates
are concerned, the public sector pro-
duction of nitrogen fertilisers for the
year 1970-T1 was only 374 per cent
of the installed capacity, and in
1971-72 it was only about 61 per
cent of the installed capacity. Se far
as phosphates are concerned, the
public sector production was 50.5 per
cent of the installed capmcity in
1970-71 and 58.8 per cent in 1871-72.
Thus, the problem of under-utilisa-
tion of the capacity has been &
chronic one. The created capacities
have not been utilised properly and
Government should have a second
look on this. If we take the entire
production, both private and public
sector, in the year 1870-71, of both
nitrogen and phosphates, it was only
81.7 per cent of the created capacity,
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and the figure in res of the ye

1871-72 is 68.5 per c;’:? Thus, ’:tli:
very clear that the capacities have
not been utilised properly in the
country. And that has added to gur
misery. Fertiliser should be given
at the right time; the timely distri-
bution is very important, especially

in respect of hybrid and other nmew
varieties,

Coming to the position in 'Tamil
Nedy, T would like to point out that
this is the right season to give ferti-
lisers for cotton and other crops and,
therefore, we urgently require ferti-
lisers. Already the allotment to
Tamil Nadu from the Central Pool
is very low. Now the Madras Ferti-
lisers have stopped production from
1st November. I do not think that
it will produce anything till the end
of this year. Therefore, I would like
to know what arrangements have
been made to offset the non-produc-
tion in Madras Fertilisers. About
FACT, I understand that the Minis-
try has made a commitment that the
production from FACT will be divert-
ed only to Kerala. I have no ob-
jection to that But what wabout
Tamil Nadu where the Madras Ferti-
lisers have cloged down from 1st
November? I want to know what
arrangements have been made to sup-
ply to Tamil Nadu,

A commitment has already been
made by the Ministry to supply 27,000
toones of urea to Tamil Nadu, but
the major portion of that has not
come. I understand that two shipe
are to touch the port of Madras on
21st November and 25th November,
According to my information, they
contain about 20,000 tonnes of urea. I
suggest that the major supplies could
be made from those ships. I request
the hon. Minister to make the position
very clear., We want fertilisers
urgently for manuring cotton and
other crops in Tamil Nadu. There-
fore, T would request the hon. Minis-
ter to tell us what arrangements he
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is making to compensate failure of
production in Madras Fertilisers,
Will anything be diverted from
FACT? As I have already said, a
commitment hes been made to sup-
Ply 27,000 tonnes of urea to Tamil
Nadu, but the major portion of that
has not yet been delivered. I want
to know whether supplies from those
two ships will be diverted to Tamil
Nadu,
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The viher members have| referred
to political considerations being given
in the supply of fertilisers to U.P, As
far as Tamil Nadu is concerned, if
not for us, at least for the sake of
Mr. Kamaraj, they should supply us
our requirement of fertilisers.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: It is true that
so far as the production programme
of the Fertiliser Corporation is con-
cerned, its performance is not as we
expected. The hon. Member has
given the percentage. But I will
place before him our figures. We
expected in 1870-71 a production of
10.5 lakhs tonnes of nitrogen and 3.2
lakhs tonnes of phosphate but the ac-
tual achievement wag 8.3 lakhs tonnes
in nitrogen and 2.3 lakhs tonnes in
phosphate. In 1971-72, the target was
13.2 lakhs tonnes of nitrogen and
3.3 lakhs tonnes of phosphate but we
actually got 9.52 lakhs ionnes of nitro-
gen and 2.78 lakhs tonnes of phosphate.
In 1972-73 the target was 14 lakhs
tonnes in nitrogen and 4 lakhs tonnes
in phosphate and we actually got 10
lakhs tonnes of nitrogen and 3 lakhs
tonnes of phosphate. In 1873-74 the
expectation was 16 lakhs tonnes of
phosphate but we actually got 11.2
lakhs tonnes of nitrogen and out of
4 lakhs tonnes of phosphate we ac
tually got 3.35 lakhs tonnes.

Ag 1 have said. we are taking steps
to see how we can improve the pe--
formance of the Fertiliser Corporation
so that we may get production of
fertilisers according to their capacity
Various steps have been taken by the
Petroleum & Chemicals Ministry and
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I hope that after the various sleps
they have taken, there will be an im-
provement sometime this year or iu
the course of the next vear.

So far as the case of Tamil Nadu is
concerned, I may inform you that out
of the fertilisers due to them from
the supply of manufacturers, 91 pet
cent has beém supplied in regard %o
nitrogen and 100 per cent of phos-
phate has been supplied from the
manufacturers. Now, so far as the
total supply is concerned both from
the pool as well as from the indi-
genous manufacturers, the supply of
ritrogen comes to about 48 per cent
and phosphate comes to about &5 per
cent. ... (Interruptions). From the
pool, 5o far as nitrogen is concerned
it is only 29 per cent and 67 per cent
in regard to phosphate and I can
sssure him that as and when more
fertilisers are available, we shall keep
in view the reguirements of Tamil
Nadu and we shall see that thery are
also supplied as much as possible.

SHRI H. M. PATEL (Dhandhuka):
At the outset T may point out that
the basis on which the allocation of
available fertilisers is being made to
the different States is clearly unfair.
Who determines? And on what
grounds? No doubt, Punjab is im-
portant. But agricultural production
iz important to this country from
every State and there is no justifica-
tion for giving 95 per cent of the
pool fertilisers to Punjab....

SHRI DARBARA SINGH (Hoshiar-
pur): We are not eating it up.

SHRI H. M. PATEL: I am giving
the facts.

The Minister said just now that out
of the indigenous production, Tamil
Nadu has been given 29 per cent of
its requirements as against 95 per
cent to Punjab. There must be some
proportion. Is Tamil Nadu utterly
useless as an agricultural producer?
I am quite certain that if the same
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treatment is given to Gujarat as is
meted out to Tamil Nadu that would
not be reasonable—I maintain Gujarat
is a very good agriculturally produc-
tive State—it hag raised its producticn
from 9 lakhs to 20 lakhs tonnes.
Therefore, this is something which T
hope the Minister will be good enough’
to consider, Now, I am going to pro-
ceed on the basis of certain basic
facts, The fertiliser shortage is very
considerable and the new oil situaticn
will almost certainly result in further
reduction of our production sand
availability within the country and
therefore our import requirements-
will go up very substantially and thiz
is likely tn be the position for several
years to come. Has Govt. given any.
thought to a long-term {fertiliser
policy and to a short-term fertiliser
policy which will hold good for the
next 5 years? It is not good enough for
you mersly to say that agricultural
production is very vital for the coun-
try’s economic presperity ectc. The
whole Plan will collapse if on this
basis State after State is given somz-
thing like only fifty per cent or less
of its requirement of fertilisers. The
foodgraing production will suffer as-
also such agricultural commodities as
enter into industrial production too:
What I would like to know is this.
Hes Government given any considera-
tion so far to the use of waste mate--
rial, because both are important, or-
ganic as well as inorganie manure?”
Organic manure is necessary even {f
there were adequate availability of
inorganic manure. That being so, in
regard to the fertiliser policy, a proper
proportion should be maintained bet-
ween inorganic and organic manure.

Bearing in mind these particular
aspects of this problem I would like
io put a few questions to the hon.
Minister and I request that he may
be good enough to give detailed and
satisfactory replies to them.

(1) Has the Government evolved
a long-term policy in regard to ferti-
lisers, both organic and inorganic?
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[Shri H. M. Pate].

If so, what is it that they have evoly-
-d? You can give a brief reply, if
you like.

(2) Secondly, has the Government
.any short-term policy to meet the
country’'s requirements of fertilisers
both organic and inorgeanic during
‘the next five years or so?

(3) To what extent hag the Gov-
-ernment any policy under implemen-
tation regarding organic manure? To
‘what extent are they utilising water
borne sewage? Tg what extent are
they trying to utilising waste mate-
rials and composts. To wasie organic
manure is a crime in countries like
Chira and Japan not evon a single
ounce of waste material including
human waste is allowed to go waste,
they are used up because they are
most valuable fertilisers. What policy
has been evolved by us 1n rsgard to
organic manures? These are the ques-
tiong which 1 would like to put to
the hon. Minister.

Summing up my points, I would
like to refer briefly to the figureg that
“the Agriculture Minister gave in re-
gard to internal production year after
year. You are proceeding on the
assumption that very large quantities
wil] be available from within the coun-
try when you have no basis whatso-
2ver for expecting that higher pro-
duction, Why do you plan on the
basis of 10 lakhs of tonnes of produc-
tion this year when in the previous
‘three years every year there hag been
shortfall of the order of several lakhs
of tonnes. You could not have rea-
listically expected more than ten or
eleven at most. Therefore there was
no justification for expecting a higher
quantum of producticn.

Certain references were made to
Mithapur. When you ure short of
feriilisers why are Government going
on delavirg in finally clearing the
"Mithapu- project” Of course, the
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main or the original project was be-
fore Government seven years ago.
Does this indicate any anxiety in re-
gard to fertilisers at all? That was
why my first question was whether
Government had got a long-term
policy or mot.

In short, will Government state
what is their fertiliser policy, long-
term and short-term, and if they have
not cared to evolve one, when do
they propose to prepare cne and
proceed to implement it? My ques-
tion is with regard to both organic
and inorganic fertilisers.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: I share the
anxiey of the hon. Member that in
order to meet the situation with
which we are confronted, we should
have a short-term as long as well
as a long-term policy. Government
are aware of this and have taken
necessary steps, so far as the long-
term policy is concerned, first of all,
we are entering into long-term con-
tracts with countries for the purpose
of importing fertilisers for our coun-
try, and I hope that we shall he able
to succeed in our effort and we shall
have contracts entered into for a
period of three to flve years accord-
ing to our necessities,

SHRI H. M. PATEL: That is short-
term policy, because short-term policy
takes care of five years' period or so.

SHRI F, A. AHMED: So far as
availability of fertiliser within our
country is concerned, the present pro-
duction programme is not adequate
to meet our reiquirements in the
future, and it is likely to go up by
the end of the Fifth Five Year
Plan....

SHRI PILOO MODY: But he knew
this five years ago.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: ....to nearly
5.5 or 6 million tonnes. We hope that
in the course of the next few years,
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our capacity to manufacture fertili-
sers will increase by about 26 lakin
tonnes,

SHRI PILOO MODY:
muagic?

How? By

SHRI F. A. AHMED: So far as new
plants are concerned, we are also tak-
ing steps for the purpose of estab-
lishing new plants which will give us
sufficient quantity of fertilisers, but
even then there will be a gap left
of a few lakh tonnes which we shall
have) to import in the future.

As regards the basis on which we
make ullotment of fertilisers, I would
like to point out to the hon. Member
that these matters are discussed in
the zonal conference, and on the basis
of the requirement of every State,
the quantity is fixed. The question
has arisen whether out of the quantity
fixed and out of tha fertiliser which
is available, any priority is given to
any State. We have taken into consi-
deration the fact of productiorn. in a
particular State, the area under high-
yielding variety and also the allot-
ment made by that particular State
so far as the contribution to the Cen-
tral pool is concerned. After taking
into account these factors, we have
certainly decided to give preference,
so far as the rabi crop is concerned,
to Punjab, Haryana and also UP and
Tamil Nadu and so on.

SHRI H. M. PATEL: May I ask
what the allotment for Gujarat is?
May I also say that one of the criteria
is most unfair because it refers to the
contribution by the State to the Cen-
tral pool? How can a deficit State
be in a position to make a contribu-
tion? And yet Government do want
the deficit States to maximise their
agricultural production.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: I said that
that was only one of the considera-
tions.
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Secondly, I would like to point eut
that the hon. Member ig incorrect in
saying that we are giving 95 per cent
to Punjab out of the available ferti-
liser. It is only 71 per cent....

SHRI MADHU LIMAYE: Even so,
it is too much.

SHRI F. A. AHMED: So far as
Gujarat is concerned, I can give the
figures to the hon. Member, if he
wants.

So far as Gujarat is concerned, out
of the supplies from the pool, we have
given it 23 per cent nitrogenous and
38 per cent phosphatic and out of
indigenous production, 81 per cent
nitrogenous and 75 per cent phospha-
tic. The total of the itwo comes to
58 per cent nitrogenous and 63 per
cent phosphatic. So the hon. mem-
ber will realise that we have not been
very inconsiderate so far as Gujarat
is concerned; we have taken into ac-
count their production programme
and so on. If we have given a little
more to Punjab, Haryana and other
States, it is because of other consi-
derations which I have mentioned

SHRI H. M. PATEL: He has mot
explained about organic manures
which is a very vital thing, It would
seem that it has been totally ignored
by Government so far. Let us under-
stand precisely what he proposes to do
in this regard,

SHRI F. A. AHMED: BSo far as
organic manure is concerned, wa have
taken necessary steps. I have per-
sonally addressed letters to all the
Chief Ministers and also discussed
the matter with non-official farmers’
organisations to see that organic
manure is used in our production pro-
gramme as much as possible. Steps in
that direction are being taken.



