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whether the hon. Minister has familiarised 
himself with the topography of Calcutta 
to understand the problem...

MR. SPEAKER : He is going there 
shortly.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : The Dum 
Dum-Princep Ghat line has nothing to do 
vith intra-city transport. It is intended to 
bring people from the outskirts on the north 
up to the Dalhousie office area by a line 
along the al;gnment which already exists m 
the old port commissioners’ railway along 
this track.

SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA : This is 
what I have been told. I am not familiar 
with the topography. I shall do so, when 
I go to Catartta

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: He has 
already abandoned schemes without going 
to Calcutta. First, he has abandoned the 
schemes, and then he is going to Calcutta.

SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA : It is not 
a point for dispute. It is the Soviet study 
team’s report which has been accepted. If 
the dispersal line has been vetoed it has 
been vetoed. In addition to what the report 
has recommended, if there is any further 
issue for consideration, I shall do so. That 
is what I have said.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : All right, 
let him go to Calcutta.

Manufacture of Scooters with Italian 
Collaboration

*182. SHRI A- K. SAHA : Will the 
Minister of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP
MENT (AUDYOGIK VIKAS MANTRI) 
be pleased to «tate ;

(a) whether Government are negotiating 
with the Vespa Company of Italy to colla
borate in the manufacture of scooters in 
India in the public section ; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE tN THE 
MINISTRY Op INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP
MENT <AUDYOGUt VIKAS MANTUA* 
tAYA MEN *AJ¥A AIANTRI) (SHRI
wummm o z a ^  w  *** <*>)< a

statement is laid on the 'Table of the 
House.

Statement

(a) Yes, Sir.
(b) The Committee of Technical Expects, 

which had been set up to work out and 
advice Government on a suitable indigenous 
design of a scooter and programme of its 
production in the proposed puhlic sector 
project, had come to the conclusion that no 
indigenously developed design of a scooter 
was readily available in the country, and 
that the development of a new design of a 
scooter from the drawing board stage to the 
stage of production might take about seven 
to eight years. The Committee had also 
pointed out that to set up a successful pro
ject for manufacture of scooters to cater to 
both the domestic and international market#, 
it was necessary that the model selected 
should be competitive with the best design 
of the world.

In the light of the findings of the Com
mittee and in view of the growing imbalance 
between demand and supply of scooters in 
the country, it was felt that it would not 
be desirable to wait many years for a com
pletely indigenous design to be developed 
for meeting the large and growing demand. 
Accordingly, Government decided to take 
up in the proposed public sector project a 
scooter model of a proven foreign design 
so that production could be established with 
as little delay as possible. In pursuance of 
this decision, offers bed been invited f«im 
interested parties in foreign countries. In 
response, an offer of collaboration has been 
received from the firm in ItgJy mawifi&ctar- 
ing Vespa scooters.

SHRI A. K. SAHA : In view of techni
cal and credit facilities tollable in the 
country, why does Government! «|ter jftto 
collaboration with foreign manufacturers for 
this purpose ?

SHRI GHANSHYAM OZA t ITHfty* 
heard him correct, I think he me*ns to ask 
why Government does not encourage small 
scooter producers by giving them ere#. 
As a matter of Jtot, wc are going ta ft big 
way in producing scooters to the public 
sector. We a n  trying to mc o mm  scocttor 
producers u*logindigo«dus designs «lso., .So 
many letter* oftetent have beeo isswed ttftjb 
in the private a r t  pubtteaector. >» *
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SHRI A. K. SAHA : Apart from the 
announced negotiations with an Italian firm 
of scooter manufacturers for production in 
the public sector, what steps does Govern-
ment take to encourage indigenous scooter 
manufacturers without foreign collabora-
tion? 

SHRI GHANSHY AM OZA : It is the 
same thing. As I said, we are encouraging 
the private sector also ; we are encouraging 
some public corporations too, because we 
wants to go on producing scooters on a 
mass scale to meet the increasing demand. 
In view of this huge requirement, we want 
a foreign design which can be put quickly 
into the market. 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: If I 
am correct in assuming from the statement 
of the Minister, scooter is not regarded by 
Government as . an item luxury as a piece 
of bread is, according to the Finance Minis-
ter. May I know when the scooter so 
urgently required as per the statement will 
be before.the public in the country. 

SHRI GHANSY AM OZA : It will 
take three years or so. 

ISlT ~~ m : ~ ~C<: 'fiT liT+Tm 
~)it 'Tin: 'fiT (!'~ ij-~ f~ ij- =er~ ~~T 

~ I ~ 'ifFAT =er~ ~ f'fi CfliT lf~ lfT~i'fT 
~rq ~ <tt i;fllfm ? ~~ w em m~~ 
· ~iR:1: it ~ ifiT f<r=err~ ~ (ff ~ ~HilT 

· =er~ ~ fCfi 'fiR m lfjl=q;:ft if ~it r~ 

~ fcf;m ~ ~11: f.p~ ~~ q~ ~~) 

ifi'fFt Cfi'r rcr~ ~ ? 

"am ~m : ~ w tr<rT~ it ~)q 
·ifi ~~I 

15fT~~il(~: ~~~T~ f<f 
~;f srr~~ ij'!fn if +rr ~~re; 'fi~ 'fiT 

~~~I 
SHRI GHANSHY AM OZA : I have 

said .that we want to have it in the public 
sector. We have entered into negotiations. 
It is being actively considered and within 
a period of three years, we are going into 
production. At the same time, we are 
encouraging private sector people also as 

also some corporation of the States in pro-
ducing indigenously designed scooters in the 
country. 

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA rose-

MR. SPEAKER : So Lakkappa is 
interested in Vespa ! 

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA : This Govern-
ment has been making big promises since 
many years that it would meet the demand 
for scooters which is very much needed by 
by the middle-and upper middle-classes 
in the country. But it is going very slow 
with the implementation of the promises. 
That being so, is the Government thinking 
of making use of technical knowhow avail-
able indigenously while simultaneously 
manufacturing scooters in the public sector/ 
before some negotiation for collaboration 
with outsiders. Secondly, they have said 
that offers have been invited from interested 
parties from foreign countries. Which are 
the other countries which are interested in 
manufacturing scooters in this country ? 
By what time would the Government be 
able to meet the demands for scooters in 
this country by manufacture both in the 
public and private sectors ? 

SHRI GHANSHY AM OZA : About the 
first part of the question, I would say that 
we had appointed an expert committee to 
go into this matter to see whether any 
indigenous design is readily available for 
productson. We are advised that it is not 
possible. Therefore, we went in for foreign 
collaboration and left the indigenously design 
to the private sector which is going to pro-
duce scooters on a small scale. About the 
second part of the question, we had offers 
from two firms, out of which we are 
considering the offer made by the Italian 
firm. 

Running of Rajdhani Express with 
Vacant Seats 

* 183. SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : Will 
the Minister of RAILWAYS (RAIL 
MANTRI) be pleased to state : 

(a) whether a number of seats in Raj-
dhani Express go vacant because no passen-
ger is allowed to travel from Kanpur and 
Mughal Sarai to Calcutta ; 

(b) if so, the reasons for sustaining thJs 




