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Rise fa Pri.es of Consumer Good# in 
Bihar and other States

62. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA : WiU 
the Minuter of INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP
MENT be pleased to state :

(a) the extent of the lise in the prices 
of consumer goods during the last six months 
in various states and in Bihar separately ; 
and

(h) I he causes of this price rise and the 
the steps being taken to check the same ?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRT MOINUL HAQUE 
CHOUDHURY): (a) and (b). A statement 
showing the trend of retail prices of some 
important consumer goods at certain centres 
including Bihar State during August, 1970 
to January, J(>7J is laid on the Table of the 
House. J Placed in Library. See No. LT— 
55/71J. The statement also includes the 
causes for any notable price rise during the 
period.

In order to arrest any undue rise in 
prices of consumer goods, various measures 
arc taken, such as :

(i) sustained efforts to step up the 
production of agricultural as well 
as industrial commodities to meet 
the demand ; imports arc also 
resorted to wherever necessary ;

(ii) building up of buffer* stocks of 
foodgrains etc. ;

(iii) organisation of public distribution 
system for commodities of mass 
consumption like foodgrains, sugaT 
and milk ;

(iv) imposition of price controls, 
statutory as in the case of vanas- 
pati or informal as in case of tyr^
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and tubes, matches, dry cells, soap 
etc ;

(v) fair and equitable distribution or 
essential commodities through 
Regulatory controls under the 
Essentia! Commodities Act, 1955 ;

(vi) ensuring availabili'y of essential 
commodities through cooperative 
channels, like super bazars, con
sumer cooperative stores etc ; and

(vii) curbing exccss demand through 
fiscal and monetary measures, such 
as tightening of bank advances m 
order to arrest speculative increase 
in prices.
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