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Accumulation of Stock of Coal at New 
Delhi Railway Sidings

56. SHRI P. K. DEC) : Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to sta'c :

(a) whether there was an accumulation 
of large stock of coal at the Railway sidings 
in New Delhi recently ; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor and the 
action, if any, taken in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) Yes, 
Sir.

(b) The releases and removals at New 
Delhi Mineral Siding were poor, and led to 
accumulation of stocks in the siding. With 
the assistance of Delhi Administration the 
accumulated stocks have since been cleared. 
The position now is almost normal.

Strike by Railway Employees at Dhanbad

57. SHRI P. K. DEO : Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether there was a  strike near 
Dhanbad of the Railway employees which 
completely paralysed the machinery for 
clearance of coal from the coal-beds ;

(b) whether some political parties were 
behind the strike ;

(c) whether a statement to this effoct was 
made in Hew Delhi on 9th February, 1971
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by the Chairman of the Railway Board * 
and

(d) the basis of the Railway Boards 
Chairman’s statement ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) There 
was a strike by a section of i ail way employees 
of Dhanbad Division from 3rd to 10th 
February, 1971.

(b) to (d). In a press statement on 9-2-71, 
the Chairman of the Railway Board stated 
that certain anti-national elements which put 
the interest of the country m the back-ground 
and have some other ideas about the present 
social order were behind the strike. This 
was on the basis of his own assessment.

Curtailment of Passenger Trains due 
to Coal Shortage on Western 

Railway

58, SHRI P. K. DEO : Will the Minister 
of RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Western Railway recently 
curtailed ucverval hundred passenger trains 
owing to seiious coal shortrge ;

(b) if so, the reasons of coal shortage 
with the Railways ; and

(c) the action, if  any, taken foT augment
ing supply of coal for the Railways ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA): (a) and
(b). 191 less important Branch line passenger 
and mixed trains were cancclled on the 
Western Railway in February, 1971 to con
serve coal due to dislocation of coal supplies 
as a result of a sudden strike of Railway 
staff in Dhanbad Division of Eastern Railway 
fiom 2-2-1971 to 11-2-1971.

(c) Action was taken to keep up 
maximum supply of loco coal to Western 
Railway and other Railways from the 
outlying fields during the strike. Loading 
of loco coal from Bengal and Bihar fields 
was also resumed as soon as the strike was 
over.
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