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SHRI GOTKHINDE : Yes, Sir,

MR. SPEAKER :
abgent.

Mr, Teja Singh—

!
The very first questioner is not there,

Mr, Shashi Bhushan,
very happy.

He is here. I am

1 congratulatc Mr. Shashi Bhushan. He
will be the first Member to ask the
question.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Sale of Arms by Britain to South Africa

+

*]. SHRI SHASHI BHUSHAN :
SHRI TEJA SINGH:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Britain has decided to sell
arms to South Africa even before the Study
Group set up by the Conference of the
Commonwealth Countries could examine
the issue ; and

(b) if so, the steps which Government
propose to take against the unilateral decision
of Britain 1o sell arms to South Africa ?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI SWARAN SINGH) : (a)
Yes, Sir.

{b) The British decision to sell arms
to South Africa anpounced even before a
meeting of the Study Group could take
place has, in our opinion, rendered the work
of the Study Group infructoous and we have,
therefore withdrawn from the Study Group.

This matter was discussed at great Jength
at the meeting of the Heads of Common-
wealth CJévernments at Singapore.

The Government of India are in touch
with  olher Comménweslth countries to
concert farther steps, both within aud outside
the Commmohwealth, to oppose the supply
of srms to South Afvica,
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ot mlr qww : fadw aron-Awer
w W gl g w7 Wy &, w0
gaer wray ag AE & fr ag fere weramY
¥ gor wgey wrwTAT WrERT § T oSEY
gt Afq & F1ew o9 aeT AW F LA
# o fafew sgnft 3 feg wgrae @
I FX @ §) v aog g feogw
ot aw fafewr oz wEe ¥ wEow A
g & 9= fr fdw ufar & fomd 2w
g, M auE owew aEd §, 3k faers
FIYAIE FYOT @1 ¢ A} faew wgraOR
% wifog qoar wyw =g g & @
araT wgar § 5 owad fon ang e
Fv 7g 2, T fafow g weew &
FHT FAT ATIX AT I 97 AT FE A0
qrE o FRA At aw awmr awm §
aftn aiffmms & faw g
T HT GT &§—Fgi 7Y ey & fa=rn
@ ofwar F g Wi H—a® AT
q% ? gAE gvaey § aragy g Aifa g 7

MR. SPEAKER : The question 1s a
little off the point. Only you can ask the
factual information regarding the unilateral
decision,

ot st v - fre| wETEITR § W
T & fou fada dar #¢ W ...

MR. SPFAKER : This relates to supply
of Arms to South Africa.

st mfn waw . "Tvg awT WY
gfqare ¥ wgr &, ferx wgrame § sy
aary & fou ¥ wr —Aef feafr B g
ez wvew ¥ gov Al A g E 7

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : With regard
to the establishment or the presence of any
bas¢ by Britain ot by any other country in
the Indian ogean, we have stated our position
quite clearly and this was what was unani-
mously adopted at Lusaka. We are totally
opposed to the establishment of any foreign
base in the Indian ocean. That policy
vontinues, The supply of arms to South
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Africa is even more objectionable from our
point of view. Not only does it strengthen
the presence or the nebulous presence of
Britain in the Indian ocean but it also helps
to strehgthen politically and militarily a
regime which 18 practising the shamcful
policy of apartheid; .and the Government
which has strenthened the racist regime of
Rhodesia is also lending support to Portu-
guese colonialism in the southern part of
Africa. For all these reasons we have been
totally opposed to British supply of arms to
South Africa.

I would like to say that the British
Government have categorically denicd that
they are affording any facilities to Pakistan
in the Isles of Maladive. That they have
categorically denied. We have no information
to the contiary.

On the question of quitting the Common-
wealth on this issue we do not feel that at
the present moment it will be in our interest
or in the intciest of the Afro-Asian and
Carribcan members of the Commonwealth
that we take a decision to this effect, with-
out further consultation with them.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : After
giving the withdrawal notice from the study
group has there been any request made to
India to jvin the Group ? Do the Govern-
ment proposc to stick to this~not only stick
to this, but agk other Members of the study
group to withdiaw fromn this Committee ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH : No request
has been made directly to us thal we should
recongider our decision with regard to ouw
paiticipation in the Study Group. Some
other Member countties of the Study Group
have also signified their intention not to
participate in the Study Group.

SHR1 S. M. BANERJEE : I am happy
that India has withdrawn from the Stady
Group of the Commonwealth, Since the
British Government have consistently becn
sehding arms In spite of protests from the
progressive  people and  the progressive
countries throughout the world, may I kaoow
whether Gowernmeyt have made up their
mind to quit the Commonwealth on this

or peihaps to plve them an ultimatom
that Waey wil quit the Comimanwealth ?
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SHRI SWARAN SINGH
answered “l’“ question already.

1 huyve

Survey for location of Mineral Deposits
in South-Fastern Region in the Country

*5. SHRI ISHAQ SAMBHALI : Wil
the Minister of PETROLEUM, CHEMICALS
AND NON-FERROUS METALS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether extensive survey has been
carried out in the South-Eastern region of
the country to locate mincral deposits during
the last three yeas ; and

(b) 1f so, the result thercof 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM, CHEMI-
CALS AND NON-FERROUS METALS
(SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAUDHARY)
(a) and (b). A statement is laid on the
Table of the House.

Statement

It is presumed, the Hon'bie Mcmber is
referring to Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, South-
eastern part of Madhya Pradesh, Southern
part of Bihar, South-western part of West
Bengal, while mentioning South-Eastern
region of the country,

The Geological Survey of India has
conducted systematic geological mapping and
minoral investigations in these areas during
the last thrce years. As a result of these
investigations, reserves of about 10.6 million
tonnes ol nicke loie in Sukinda arca ; 4.74
million tonnes of lead-zinc o1e at Sargipalli
in Orissa; 64 million tonnes of copper ore
in Rahba mines—Roam-Sidheshwar belt in
Singhbhum  djstrict. Bihar and § million
tonnes in Nalakunda and Dukunda blocks in
Agnigundala belt, Andhra Pradesh, have
been established.  Siceable  deposits of
bauaite, limestone, dolomite, iron ore,
in Madhya Pradesh : clays and coal in  West
Bengal ; Graphite, kyanite and coal in
Bihar ; lead ore, manganese ore and chromite
in Orissa and coal, limestone, lead-zine in
Andhra Pradesh have also been located.

In addition, airborne geqphysical surveys
over selected  arehs of Andhra Pradesh dhd
Bihar were also curried out.  As & result of





