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Africa is even more objectionable from our 
point of view. Not only does it strengthen 
the presence or the nebulous presence of 
Britain in the Indian ocean but it also helps 
to strengthen politically and militarily a 
regime which is practising the shameful 
policy of apartheid; *and the Government 
which has strenthened the racist regime of 
Rhodesia is also lending support to Portu
guese colonialism in the southern part of 
Africa. For all these reasons we have been 
totally opposed to British supply of arms to 
South Africa.

I would like to say that the British 
Government have categorically denied that 
they are affording any facilities to Pakistan 
in the Isles of Maladive. That they have 
categorically dented. Wc have no information 
to the contiary.

On the question of quitting the Common
wealth on this issue wc do not feel that at 
the present moment it will be in our interest 
or in the intciest of the Afro-Asian and 
Carribcan members of the Commonwealth 
that we take a decision to this effect, with
out further consultation with them.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : After 
giving the withdrawal notice from the study 
group has there been any request made to 
India to join the Group ? Do the Govern
ment propose to stick to this—not only stick 
to this, but ask other Members of the study 
group to withdtaw from this Committee ?

SHRI SWARAN SINGH ; No request 
has been made directly to us that we should 
reconsider our decision with regard to out 
paiticipation m the Study Group. Some 
other Member countries of the Study Group 
have also signified their intention not to 
participate in the Study Group.

SH ki S. M. BANKRJEE : I am happy 
that India has withdrawn from the Study 
Group of the Commonwealth. Since the 
British Government have consistently been 
sending arms In spite of protests from the 
Progressive people and < the progressive 
countriea throughout the worki, may I know 
whetfwf Gavernmeut have made their 
fttiftd to quit the Commonwealth oa this 
feme $r perhaps to give them an uitima&m

SHRI SWARAN SINGH 1 have 
answered that question already.

Survey Cor location of Mineral Deposits
in South-Eastern Region in the Country

*5. SHRI ISHAQ SAMBHALI : Will 
the Minister of PETROLEUM, CHEMICALS 
AND NON-FERROUS METALS be 
pleased to state :

(a) whether extensive survey has been 
carried out in the South-Eastern region of 
the country to locate mineral deposits during 
the last three yeais ; and

(b) if so, the result thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM, CHEMI
CALS AND NON-FERROUS METALS 
(SHRI NIT1RAJ SINGH CHAUDHARY)
(a) and (b). A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House.

Statement

It is presumed, the Hon’ble Member is 
referring to Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, South
eastern part of Madhya Pradesh, Southern 
part of Bihar, South-western part of West 
Bengal,, while mentioning South-Eastern 
region of the country.

The Geological Survey of India has 
conducted systematic geological mapping and 
mineral investigations in these areas during 
the last three years. As a result of these 
investigations, reserves of about 10.6 million 
tonnes ot nicke ioie in SuMnda area ; 4*74 
million tonnes of Iead-zlnc oie at Sargipalli 
in Orissa; 64 million tonnes of copper ore 
in Rakha mines—Roam*Sidheshwar belt in 
Smghbhum district. Bihar and 5 million 
tonnes in Nalakunda and Dukunda blocks in 
Agnigundala belt, Andhra Pradesh, have 
been established. Sucable deposits of 
bauxite, limestone, dolomite, iron ore, coal 
in Madhya Pradesh : clays and c?al in West 
Bengal; Graphite, kyanitc and coal in 
B ihar; lead ore, manganese ore and chromite 
in Orissa and coal, limestone, icad-zinc in 
Andhra Pradesh have also been located.

In addition, airborne geophysical surveys 
aver* selected areas Of Andhra Pradesh and 
Bihar w re  also carried out. A* •  rtwfc 9 t
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the ground evaluation carried out so far, a 
zone of copper mineralisation in , Baharagora 
area m Singhbhum district of Bihar and 
mineralised section of lead and zinc in 
Venkatayapalem arfea Of Andhra Pradesh 
have also come to light,
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SHRl JAGANATH RAO : May I
know the thinking of the Government in 
regard to allowing the State Government of 
Orissa or the Orissa Mineral Development 
Corporation to develop the lead deposits and 
the nickel deposits in the State of Ortssa ? 
May 1 also know the state of the Rakha 
copper project ? Is it likely to come up very 
soon ?

SHRl NITIRAJ SINGII VHMU  
DHARY : As regards the Rakha copper
project* we have received all the papers and 
the matter is being processed, and wc might 
begin mining Rakha very soon As regaids 
the Orissa Corporation, a& soon as we 
receive an application from them, the matter 
wilt be considered and suitable decisions 
taken.

MR. SPEAKER : His old colleague 
has not forgotten the art of asking questions,

SHRl BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : 
Rather we have refined the technique ; we 
know it better now*
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SHRI INDR AJ IT GUPTA : It appears 
from the statement laid on the Table that a 
reserve of about JG.6 million tonnes of nickel 
oi e has aUo been found in the Sukinda area 
In view of the fact that at present this is a 
&carce commodity and it is extremely 
difficult for us to procure nickel 
supplies and even if we are able 
to do, it is at piohibitivc pnees, are Govern* 
ment undertaking any top priority projcct 
for the mining and processing of the nickel 
oie found at Sukinda, and if so, what are 
the details ?

SHRI N1T1RAJ SINGH CHAU- 
DHARY : Government have already under
taken the work of exploiting the Sukinda 
mines. A detailed feasibility report has been 
received and as soon as it is received* work 
will begin,

SHRI C. CHITTIBABU : May I know 
what action has been taken on the report 
submitted by the Tamil Nadu Government 
in connection with the exploration and 
exploitation of minerals in the State ?

#
SHRI NITIRAJ SINGH CHAU- 

DHARY: The question relates to the 
South-eastern region of the country. He 
may table * separate question regarding 
Tamil Nadu,

SHRI C. CHITTIBABU : He is dealing 
With the same thing-

MR. SPEAKER ,* But the hoa, member 
may t*Me a separate question on it,

Transit of Pakistan Troops across India

' *7. RA0HAKRISHNAN : Will
t h e M t o t o f  EXTERN At AFFAIRS be

to state:

(a) whether Government received any 
request from Pakistan for permission or tot 
any assistance for the transit of their troops 
by air or over land across our territories ; 
and

(b) if so, the reaction of Government 
thereto ?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI SWARAN SINGtiO:
(a) No, Sir.

(b; Doe* not arise.

SHRI RADHAKRISHNAN : It is
reliably learnt from reports received so far 
that about a lakh of troops have been transr 
potted to Bangla Desh, These troops must 
have gone cither by sea or by overflying 
Indian teriitory. Have Government taken 
any steps to protect to the UNO or to ask 
them to prevent countries like Ceylon and 
China from affording transport facilities to 
these troops sent to Bangla Desh ?

MR. SPEAKER : His question related 
to a request from Pakistan for transit via 
India. He has replied to that.

DR. RANEN SEN : Though a little 
outside the scope of this question, may 1 
know whether Government are prepared to 
request the Ceylou Government as well as 
the Burma Government not to allow passage 
of troops, arms or ammunition to Bangta 
Desh through their territory ?

MR. SPEAKER ' The hon. member 
who asked the first question asked the same 
question and I did not allow it.

SHRI S, M. BANERJEE : When this 
question was given notice of, the 
situation in Bangla Desh was different from 
what it is now. Now new developments haye 
changed the complexion of East Pakistan. 
So the question has also changed. I hope you 
will allow us to put supplementaries wnich 
do not exactly arise out of it, because the 
question is whether Government received any 
request from fctktytan for peftnfosioo or for 
any assistance tot the transit of thfcftr trc&pi 
by air or over land ncttttt oar terH t6ri« .5 ‘




