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Sus pen si o n  o p  Rose Ex p o iw  «* S.T.C

*509. SHRI DHAMANKAR : Wilt the 
Minister of COMMERCE be please* to 
•t&te :

(a) Whether the suspension of ruee ex-
ports by State Trading Corporation has 
badly hit the trade and rose growers in the 
country this season when they were ready 
to embark upon rose marekting abroad in a 
big way; and

(b) if so, the reasons for the suspension 
of rose exports ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER CN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI A. 
C. GEORGE) : (a) & (b). A statement is 
laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

'a )  The S.T.C. had taken up export of 
roses on experimental basis and as it was 
uneconomical, it has since been given up.

(b )  T h e  re aso n s  fo r  d iscon tinu ing  e x p o rt 
of ro ses  a re  as fo llow s :—

(i) inadequate availability cf export 
quality roses at the required tiin;.

(ii) fast changing varietal picferences 
of the buyers in the importing 
countries.

(iiO dorrt&tic demand bring different 
from the export markets demand, 
limiting the expansion of area for 
cultivation of rt«es for export.

(iv) Keen competition from other ex-
porting countries such as Israel 
and Egypt who are nearer the 
importing countries and have esta-
blished buyer-seller relationship,

(v) preference of the buyers *or glass 
house cultivated roses as compar-
ed to the open field roses which 
have thicker carved stem, more 
thorns and dark green folicfie.

SHRI DHAMANKAR: Rose is our 
proud heritage of love and Messing* of our 
great and revered leader, Pandit lawabarlal 
Nehru. The export of roses came* the mes- 
8**e of goodwill with svwaet fragrance to

fo n tfe  aouotrka. We fc*e also * *  hu*  
*mfc of agriculturist. who wt*e «act*ra*ed 
to take up to roee-farain*. Rom  growing 
w m  called soesled garden* but they 
««e now reduced to deserted syametMa.

In the dhncumstances. 1 would tfte to 
know, as the hon. Minster said that an ex-
periment is going on, from him In how of 
the areas does the S.T.C. experiment t  WbK 
Is the expenditure incurred for the eoM» 
storage, packing and dulling plants etc. and 
what was the investment mufe by the agri-
culturists as they were encouraged aad ini-
tiated by the STC to grow roses?

SHRI A* C. GEORGE : In the matter of 
exports of roses, the S.T.C. tried to export 
them to the Western countries as they had 
preference for the roees. We tried to do it 
lor nearly three yean. But, we were tacur* 
ring heavy losses because of the long dis-
tance involved as also the cost of packing, 
air-freight, handling and transport expenses 
etc. involved. Cumulatively, we lind that in 
the course of three years* experiment that 
the S.T.C. had undertaken that it was not an 
uneconomical proposition. I would like to 
lell him that the rose is not a channelised 
item and so, the agriculturists are free to 
export them. But, the problem that we are 
facing with is stiff competition from the 
countries which are nearer to the buying 
countries. This does not jestify export of 
roses.
* SHRI DHAMANKAR : But, the state- 
nisnt says that there is kcea competition 
from other exporting countries tike Israel 
and Egypt. Now, in the changed circums-
tances as a result of war between fcgypt and 
Israel, thc rose plantation had gone down 
there while in C hatrapur and Haryana and 
other parts ot Maharashtra—Lonovala— 
the rose plantation has gone up. At the 
initiative of the ST C . these agriculturist* 
were encouraged to invest on the rose 
plantation Therefore, I would like to k»vjw 
whether the S.TC. would review the posi-
tion and re-start the export of roses thereoy 
helping the agriculturists who have been 
ruined.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : Sir, we have no 
information that due to the crftis tu the 
Middle<axt> the production and cultivation 
of roses in Egypt or Israel has come down. 
But, Sir, the problem, as I have explained 
earlier, is this. The S.T.C. tried their lewd



■ 11 'O ral Answers * . MARCH 29, 1974' Qral A nsw trt 12

Vest in the pastthree years to go ahead with 
the experiment. Tbe net result u  this, I am 
prepared to read oat the figures. In 1970- 
71, wo exported 10 dozens of roses the loss 
for which was Rs. 2.583; in 1971-72. we 
exported 205 dozens of roses the loss for 
which was Rs. 6,826; in 1972*73 we again 
tried to export 612 dozens the loss for which 
was Rs. 11,000. So, over a period of three 
years, we found that in spite of our best 
efforts, due to sheer intrinsic nature of the 
buying countries as well as the selling coun-
tries and the long distance involved as also 
the expenses for packing etc. we could no’ 
continue the exports.

SHRI K. GOPAL; Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, in the statement under (b) one of the 
reasons for discontinuing export of roses is 
because of the fast changing vaiietal pre-
ferences of the buyers in the importing 
countries.

As far as I know there is only one such 
varietal preference of roses with colours. 
Roses do not change the colours as many 
of us do. I would like to know how this 
could be one of the reasons for discontinu-
ing the export of roses.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER; It is time for 
you to change ?

SHRI K. GOPAL : Another reason for 
this, according to him, is the domestic de-
mand being different from the export mar-
kets demand, limiting the expansion of area 
for cultivation of roses for expot t. In this 
connection, I would like to know from him 
whether steps have been taken by the S.T.C. 
to see that we now go in a big way for the 
cultivation of roses so that in future, the 
Ministry may consider favourably about th * 
export of roses.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : I may reiterate 
that the S.T.C. tried on an experimental 
basis the export of roses but they found it 
was not economically feasible. This item 
is not a channelised item and the agricul-
turists and the growers are free to export if 
they could meet high expenses involved.

I m p o r t  o p  R o u g h  B ia m c s  
t

*510. SHRI S. N. M3SRA :
SHRj BIRENDER SINGH RAO ; 

Will the Minister of COMMERCE ba 
pleased to s ta te :

(a) whether M/s. Bharat Ophthalmic 
Glass Limited, Durgapur, takes unusually

long time to dear the release orders issued 
by the Joint Chief Controller of Imports and 
Exports (CLA), New Delhi far the import 
of rough blanks for the manufacture of 
optical lenses;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and
(c) the steps Government nropose to take 

to expedite clearance of the release orders ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI A. 
C. GEORGE) : (a) and (b). There is no 
delay in servicing Release Orders in cases 
where the indents received from the parties 
are complete.

(c) A proforma has t>?en devised in 
which the release oider holders have to indi-
cate technical details of their lequire.TKnts 
which helps in speedy clear ante of re!e.:sj 
orders by the canalising agency. Proposals 
to introduce further simplification in pro-
cedure are under consideration.

E n q u i r y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  R B .I .  RroARMNo
RECOVERY o r  CANCELLED N oifeS

•512. SHRI RAMAVAiAR SHASTRI: 
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased 
to sta te :

(a) whether the report of the departmen-
tal inquiry initiated by Reserve Bank of 
India regarding the circumstances leading to 
the reported recovery of cancelled notes, 
has been submitted;

(b) if so. the salient features thereof; and
(c) if not, how long would it take to 

finalise the inquiry report ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THfc 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI K. R. 
GANESH) : (a) to (c). The inquiry is still 
in progress and is likely to bs complete J 
shortly.
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SHRI K. R. GANg&H : The quantity or 

value of cancelled notes which t u  found




