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not collect the information., Assam
is not outside our countiry,

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: They

do not want to.

SHRI NOORUL HUDA: There was
a Parliamentary Joint Committee on
plantation labour which vigited Assam
in the month of November, Is it a
fact that during their discussions with
the Labour Commissioner of Assam
these facts came to light and the
Labour Commissioner admitted that
this kind of unfair trade umion prac-
tices were going in several areas
in Assam, in about 100-150 tea gar-
dens of Assam?

SHRI BALGOVIND VERMA: It has
not been brought to our notice. If the
hon. Member gives us separate notice,
I shall try to collect information.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Is this
the way to answer questions? 21 days
notice s given Even for the second
supplementary they give a reply which
means nothing at all. Is it why we
labour so much? He must give infor-
mation at leart why details could not
be collected within 21 days 1Is it
because INTUC, 1t is their own party
union and you want to shield it?
(Interruptions).

MR SPEAKER. The point of the
hon Members iv that inspite of 21
days’ notice, information is not forth-
coming I have taken note of it and
I shall ask the Minister to expedite
it

SHRI BIREN DUTT: May I know
whether any agreement has been en-
teted 1nto by INTUC unions with the
_management for not paying the bonus,
against the law?

SHR!I BALGOVIND VERMA: Un-
less information is passed on to us,
we do not know anything about it.

SHRI B K DASCHOWDHURY:
Having regard to the fact that this is
san  allegation against the INTUC
unions in the Assam tea gardens and

VAISAKHA 5, 1896 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 26

also that in almost all the Assam
tea gardens INTUC labour umion is
working, and also having regard to the
fact that/this sort of allegation does
not compel the Government to collect
information, may I know whether any
such complaint was ever sent to the
hon Mmister or the Government of
India? If so the details thereof; if
not, let them say so.

SHRI BALGOVIND VERMA: We
have not received any such complaint
so far.., ., (Interruptions).

SHRI DINESH CHANDRA GO-
SWAMI: Sir, m view of the fact that
in a Union, the question ag to how
the payment is to be made, is a matter
between the members of the Union
and the persons who run the Union,
has the Government any authority to
interfere in the matter?

SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: Sir,
about the question of prevailing prac-
tice, we have requested the State Gov-
ernment to let us know, After the
information s known about the pre-
vailing practice, 1f any. then, we will
look 1nto 1t, how fa; 1t is in conformity
with the practice.

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION

Deposits of Non-Ferrous Metalg near
Darjeeling

+
12 SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO
MALIK-
SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH
MALIK:

Will the Mmister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleaced to etate:

ta) whether 1ich deporits of non-
ferrous metals have been located by
Geolopists in Himalayan Shelf near
Darjeeling recently;

(b) 1if so the details of the depos:ts
found; and

(c) the time by which work on this
15 likely fo be started?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a)
Yes, Sir.
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(b) During the recent investigations
by Geological Survey of India,‘a lead-
zing deposit 1 to 10 metre thick within
a 200 metre wide zone and extending
over an aggregate length of 3.5 km.
has been discovered in Garubathan
area of the Darjeeling district, West
Bengal. The reserve is estimated at
around 4 million tonnes with 3 to 10
per cent combind lead and zinc, down
t ¢ 1 p* ¢t 170 r~otres The inves-
tigationsg is still 1n progress.

(¢) Conclusions with regard to the
yeserves, qualily and comercial via-
bality of the deposits can be arrived
at only after necessary investigations
for the same have been comyleted
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SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO: Sir,
the hon Minister has given specifica-
tions about the quality of the mines.
In view of the shortage of non-ferrous
metals, would he be pleased to say
when was this discovered and why,
so far, no decision could be taken to
know whether it was possible to ex-
ploit these deposits commercially? I
had asked specifically, by what time,
wotk on thig is likely to be started.
He has given a very vague answer,
Woald he be pleased to clarify? Se-
condly, the Himalayan ghelf 15 one
continuous shelf from Punjab to As-
sam 1 would hike to know, whether
this Incation was a chance discovery
or was It a resuit of any systematic
geological survey all along the Hima-
layan shelf” It it was a sysiematic
geological survey, I would like to
know, whether any other discoveries
have been made in other areas and
if so, where and of what kind?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA): It
is indeed correct to say that non-fer-
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rous metals are very important for us

.to discover and we should do more

search and investigations, which we
are doing as a matter of fact. The
preliminary survey has indicated all
these possibilities. In the four deeps
of Himalayas, we are intensely eear-
ching for the minerals right from
Kashmir to Darjeeling area. We have
discovered these areas which are of
interest to us. Drilling is being under-
taken, and 1 suppose, detailed drilling
will also have tp be undertaken. We
are not losing any time. We hope
that within g year or two, say by 1976
or 1977, we will be able to complete
the investigations, qualitatively and
quantitatively,  Only thereafter, we
can start considering the question of
any commerclal exploitation.

SHRI BIRENDER SINGH RAO:
What 1s the percentage of mineral
found 1 the deposits? Why is i1t not
possible for the experts to make an
assessment as to whether this is of
good quality? Secondly, my question
has not been answered. I wanted to
know whether the work of the Geolo-
gical Survey is going on and, if so,
mm what other placegs and whether
they have made any attempts by way
of drilling to find out some type of
ore in other places. Then, when was
this survey started?

SHRI K, D. MALAVIYA: 1 have
already sarxd that there iz extensive
survey being made by the Geological
Survey of India. It is not the last
programme to be undertaken in this
connection. After the Geological Sur-
vey of India have done preliminary
work, then and then alome, they get
into intensive investigations. If we
find some good quality ore at one
puint, at one place, in a small manner,
it 1, not sufficient for us to justify an
extensive laying out of schemes.
Therefore, it is bound to take some
more time. Ag I said, in a couple of
years' time we shall be able to know
whether large-scale exploitation of
these mineral resources is a practical
proposition or not.
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SHR! BIRENDER SINGH RAO: Was
it a chance discovery or drilling hds
taken place in other areas also?

SHRI K D MALAVIYA: 1 have
repeatedly answered this question put
by the hon. Member that we are try-
ing systematically through the Geolo~
gical Survey of India to search for big
minerals right from Kashmir ¢o Dar-
jeeling 1If this answer has not satis-
fled him, I really fee] sorty for lum

SHRT BIRENDER SINGH RAO: It
was a chance discovery
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SHRI C. C GOHAIN: In view of
the hon. Minister’s reply just now
that the survey work is being done
in the Darjeeling area, I_come to the
conclusion that the Government is not
going to do survey work to find
minerals beyond Darjeeling to Megha-
laya, m the Himalayan ranges, inclu-
ding NEFA. I want to know whether
the Government is going to do survey
work mn this area and, if so, by what
time the survey work will be comp-
leted

SHRI K D MALAVIYA: I accept
the suggestion of the hon Member. I
presume, here and there, the surveys
are going on beyond Darjeeling also.
I will give the information to the hon.
Member.

SHRI B K DASCHOWDHURY: I
have been referring about it to the
hon Mmister's Department during
his predecessors time since 1968, In
1969, 1 remember, when Dr. Triguna
Sen was incharge of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals and the
Depaitment of Mines and Metals, while
1 1eferred to it, he agsumed me that
the survey will be made. Then, I
referred to him that one survey was
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made in the year 1911; another survey
was made in the year 1823 and the
Chief Engineer, Waterways, Irrigation
and Nuvigation, Mr. Griffith made a
compiehensive report that apart from
large deposits of copper, lead and zinc,
there are also other minerals, like,
dolomite and graphite.

In 1072, in reply to Unstarred Q.
No. 699 dated 4th May, 1972, the then
Minister of Steel and Mines, late Mr,
Mohan Kumarmangalam, said:

“,..The first phase of ten years
Plan (1969-79) of Geological
Survey of India, in progress,
includes systematic geological
mopping and Preliminary
mineral investigation in 1250
sq. km. agrea in Darjeeling and
Jalpaigwii  districts and de-
tailed investigation for dolo-
mite ang graphite in Jalpai-
guri and Darjeeling districts’

I would like to know from the hon.
Anster whether it is still under the
coniemplation of the Government to
tu'vey rot only 3.5 »q. km, area as
mentioned in the reply but also in
1250 sq. km. area in Darjeeling and
Jajpaiguri and whether the Govern-
ment has also a report that apart from
deposits of lead, copper and zine, there
are large deposits of dolomite and
grlaphlte which are very costly mine-
1als.
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SHRI SAMAR GUHA: 1 want to
know feom the hon. Minister what is
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the precise nature of the ore, zinc, lead
or copper, and whether graphite is
also available there. I{ pgraphite is
there, it will be very good bacaude
graphite is very valuable for automic
energy. Now it is available only in
Ceylon and Russia and nowhere else.
Why should it take two or three years
to know whether the mineral deposit
is of an exploitable nature. The esi-
mation of hundreds of specimens of
mineralg can be done in a week in a
laboratory. Why should it take two
or three years? I want to know how
quickly we can do this.

SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA: We shall
try to be as quick as possible. So far
as the details of graphite are concern-
ed, 1 am not able to give the informa-
tion. Occurrences of copper, lead,
zinc and dolamite have been discover-
ed in Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri. With
regard to graphile, I will require
notice to answer that.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: What is the
nature of the ore?

SHRI K. D. MALAVIYA:
no informution.

I have

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Family Planning Centres in Gujarat
State

*832. SHRI ARVIND M. PATEL:
SHRI D. P. JADEJA:

Wil the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING be plessed to
staie:

(a) the number of family planmng
centres functioning in Gujorat State,
District-wise; and

(b) the number of family Planning
Centres likclv te be opened during the
Fifth Ycar Plan in Gujarat State?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING (DR. KARAN
BINGH): (a) There are 250 Main
Rural Family Welfare Planning Cen-





