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the pressure was to export. Now, still they
are continuing the pressure. I would like
to know one thing. They only suy that
1,14,000 tonnes is an estimation. But the
actual consumption is below 1,13,000 ton-
nes. In that case, do the Government ex-
port 20,000 tonres of rubber to protect
the interests of the small growers who
form 80 per cent?

MR. SPEAKFER : Be very brief in your
question ; do not give information and
then at the end put a small question.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: As the consu-
mers of the product, it may be the desire
of a few industrialists to see that they could
have the good fortune of operating in a
surplus situation. They do not want the
export to take place; it may be their de-
sire not to export. But, as I categorically
stated in the beginning, whatever is sur-
plus, after meeting the reasonable indigen-
ous demands, will be exported, and we will
not yield to pressure of any industrialists
at all.

SHRI VARKEY GEORGE: According
to the Rubber Board, there is an anrual
excess production of 17,000 tonnes in this
country. May I know from the hon Minis-
ter, instead of exporting 5,000 tonaes, whe-
ther the Government will decide to cxport
17,000 tonnes which is our excess produc-
tion and which will in turn earn valuable
foreign exchange for this country ?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE : The hon. Mem-
ber is fully agreeing with what I stated
earlier. The production is expected to be
1,25,000 tonnes and the demand is about
1,12,000 tonnes. Obviously something bet-
ween 15,000 and 17,000 tonnes may be
available. It has to be recollected that ex-
port started only in August, 1973. In the
early part there were losses incurred. Pro-
gressively we will go in for more exports.

SHRI DHAMANKAR: May | know
whether the production of synthetic 1ubber
has gone down to 20,000 tonnes per year
and whether due to that the price of raw
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rubber had gone up from Rs. 520 to
Rs. 625 and also whether the total pro-
duction of synthetic rubber and raw rubber
is just enough for the manufacture of rub-
ber goods in this courtry ?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: The indigenous
capacity for production of synthetic rubber
is 35,000 tonnes. There is only one factory
and last year they had prolonged labour
trouble there. Obviously their production
was only 22,000 tonnes. We hope that the
production of synthetic rubber will go to
the optimum capacity. Taking together our
production of syrthetic rubber and natural
rubber, we have not only enough to meet
indigenous demands; we have a slight sur-
plus.

Exemption from payment of Income-Tax

*567. SHRI JHARKHANDE RAI(: Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state :

(a) whether Government are considering
a proposal that all categories of non-ceil
ing retirement berefits of employees includ-
ing Gratuity, Provident Fund and Pension
Fund should be tax-free;

(b) whether Government are also consi
dering that cash medical benefits, house-
rent allowance, bonus and travelling allow-«
ance earned by employees should be tax-
free; and

(e) if so, the salient features thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN) : (a) and
(b). No, Sir.

(c) Does not arise.
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MR. SPEAKER: It is a suggestion for
action. -

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Is there any
proposal ?

SHRI
No, Sir.

YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:

Increase in Production of Natural Ruuber

*568. SHRIMATI BHARGAVI THAN-.
KAPPAN: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether in the light of the high prices
for petroleum products and the scarcity of
feed stocks for production of synthetic rub-
ber, Government have taken steps for in-
creasirg the production of natural rubber
in the country; and

(b) if so, the steps taken in this regard
and if not, the reasons therefor ?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THB
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI A. C.
GEORGE): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Adequate provision has been made
for development programmes for rubber
plantation industry in the S5th Five Year
Plan. This includes replantation with high
yieldirg planting material and new plant
ing, as also bringing new areas suitable for
rubber plantations in Triputa, Assam, Mizo-
ram etc. under rubber cultivation. There
is also a proposal to increase the replanta-
tion subsidy for holdings upto 4 hectares
and those above 4 hectares. Resea:ch on
developing new planting materials, improv-
irg productivity of present plants, improve-
ment of cultivation practices, improvement
of processing etc. will also be intensified
during the 5th Plan Period and research
results would be communicated to planters
to increase productivity and efficiency.

SHRIMATI BHARGAVI THANKAP-
PAN : Sir, the Minister has said that there
is a proposal to increase the replantation
subsidy for holdings upto 4 hectarcs ard
those above 4 hectares. In this connection,
May I know, is there any proposal to give
subsidy to the small growers for new
plantations ?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Sir, the propo-
sal in the Fifth Plan period, is to increase
the replantation subsidy for holdings upto 4
hectares to the level of Rs. 7,000 per hec-
tare and above 4 hectares, to the level of
Rs. 5,000 per hectare. We have a proposal
for introducing a loar scheme—not cxactly
subsidy—for new plantations also.

SHRIMATI BHARGAVI THANKAP-
PAN: May I know, whether.the demand
for natural rubber and rubber products
has been increasing in the country and out-
side the country ? If so, what are the steps
taken by the Government to ircrease the
production ?

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Sir, it is true
that in the light of the new international
situation, the demand for natural rubber
is likely to increase. Already, very encou-
raging results have been shown. It is pre-
cisely for this reason, we are trying to i~
crease the production and in the Fourth





