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Postal, Telegraph and Telephone commiuni-
cations in Rural areas daring Fifth Plan

“4-
*558. PROF. NARAIN CHAND PA.
RASHAR 1
SHRI TARUN GOGO! :

Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state

(a) whether Government have made any
special provision to provide better Postal,
Telegraph and Telephone communications
in the rural areas of the country during the
Fifth Year Plan; and

(b} 1f s0, the main features of these pro-
visions ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(PROF. SHER SINGH) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) L. Postal Services :

It is proposed to provide post offices at
Gram Paachayat Villages which are at
distance of over 2 miles from the nearest
P.O. 1n normal rural areas and very-back-
ward Hilly areas during the Sth Plan.
This would provide better postal facihities
in rural areas tncluding increased ire-
quency of dehvery of mails

IL Telecom Services

It 15 propased to apen 5000 public call
offices and 7000 telegraph offices during
the fi*th Five Year Plan.

The detailed policy to be observed for
opsung sach offices is under examination.

PROF NARAIN CHAND PARAS-
HAR. la view of the Guvernment's desire
to proade beuter faciluies in the rural
areas, may 1 ask fur specific information
whether the P&T  authorities consider
1t desirable to declare the community
devclopment block head quarters as cate-
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gory station for providing a public call
office ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS SHRI K. BRAHMANANDA
REDDY): That matter 1s under examination.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARAS-
HAR : It is very essential for the develop-
ment of rural areas and communication
facilities that smaller units of administra-
tion and development are created there.
May I know whether in the hilly and eape-
cially the backward areas, Government
would consider it desirable to give some
relaxation of the critera for creating these
subdivisions, divisions etc ?

PROF SHER SINGH. We do give
telaxation and we have given relaxation
1n some cases. We have iccently started
a telegraph division at Dharmasala n
relaxation of the normal standard

SHRI TARUN GOGOI ' The postal
telegraph and telephone facilsties still con-
tinue to be urhan-oriented May | know
the total allocation for the rural areas for
the desclopment of postal, telegraph and
telephonc factlities ?

PROF SHIR SINGH ‘1 cannot give
yusl now the exact figure of expenditure
that 1s to be mcurred I have indicated that
5000 pubhc call offices and 7000 telegraph
offices are to beopened 1n the rural areas
during the Fifth Plan

SHRI TARUN GOGOI : How man)
in the urban areas 7

PROF SHLR SINGH: It will be about
7 lakh odd telephones.

In the rural aress, there is not muwh
demand,

AN HON. MEMBER :
demand ?

Not much
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PROF SHI'R SINGH  As regards
PCOs, weopen PCOs 1f we get 25 per cent
of ncome of the expenditure we incur
Even, if onlv 25 per cent return 15 got we
open a PCO But sometimes even 25 per
cent s not recovered For backward
areas, we have decided to msist on only
15 per cent recovery and for hilly areas

only 10 per cent recovers  Fv nthat s
not coming
SHR1 KRISHNA CHANDRA

HALDER The hon Mmuster said rust
now that in the Fifth Plan period 5000
priblic call offices and 7000 elegraph offices
will be opened in rural areas Out of
these how manv 1 iff be opened 1n West
Bengal in each category *

AN HON Mt MBER
also

For Kerala

PROF SHFR SINGH We have not
vet finalised how many PCOs will be opencd
tn cach Siate
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SHR1 TRIDIB CHAUDHUREI  Mout
of the post offices m the rurat arcas awe
extra-departmental  Is there any proposal
under consideration for the reorgamsation
and improvement of emoluments and other
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scrvice conditions of the extra-departmental
stafl so that postal services 1n the rural areas

really become efficient and usetful ?

SHRI K BRAHMANANDA REDDY
You will have nouwced that recently the
emoluments of these extra-departmental
employecs have been increased
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SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN How do
they waliulate the cost supposed to be
recovered irom the peopie of a particulas
wullage * Does 1t indlude the total overhead
Lost or only 1o the recur 1ing cost of running
the tclephone seevie ! Secondly, m the
tafth Plan, how many post and telegraph
offices are going to be opened in Himachal
Pradesh and Punab

SHRI K BRAHMANANDA REDDY
Ve ewpat to open about 31,000 post
othces m the Fitth Plan 1n the country
The financial outlay 1s toughly Rs 85
wores  We are alvo thinhng of rationahs-
g 1t Somc Stales have more post and
tdegraph ofives and some havenot - Thare
fore, we want 1o <ec thar overy State »
served botter





