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Closure of RUPBa-Talband Narrow 
Gauge Line (Soutb Eastern l{aihvl'Y) 

*128. SHRI SHYAM SUNDER 
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Rupsa-Talband narrc.w 
Section of South Eastern Railway is an 
unremunerative and losing Section; 

(b) whether the Railway ,i\dminis-
tra1lCon h* finally decided to iclose 
down the Section only' because 01 lts 
heinl{ unremunerative; and 

(c) if so, Government's reaction 
thereto? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE.; 
MINISrRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHO. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) Yes, 
Sir. The Section nr>w extends between 
Rupsa and Bangriposi only. 

(b) No, Sir. 

(C) Does not arise. 

SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHAPA-
TRA: Since the Minister has said "Yes, 
Sir" I want to know whether such type 
of unremunerative lines have also been 
taken up in other railways, particularly 
in Maharashtra area. 

SHRI MOHO. SRAFI QURESHI: 
Since the question pertains to Orissa, 
I do not have that information. 

SHill SHYAM SUNDER MOHAPA-
TRA: If I know the position ab(Jui 
Maharashtra, then I can press mv 
claim fOr Orissa. 

MR. SPEAKER: But the question re-
lates only to Orissa and not to MBi'la-
rashtra. 

SHRI SHY AM SUNDER MOIlAl';\' 
TRA: I want to draw the hon. Mill.t,.; 
ter's kind attention to the fact ~,'m' 

ther he is aware that in that pariicll I.,,, 
line, the traffic which is a mixed Ol,e 

both goods and passenger traffic, h~' 
been withdrawn by the D. S., Kharr,g-
pur. 

MR. SPEAKER: That is a goot! in-
formation he is givi:1g. 

SHRI MOHO. SHAFI QURESHi: I 
have to check up. 

Modernisation .3f <;lo;na.llillC' Commuui· 
cation oYstem 

.129. PROF. NARAIN CHAND 
PARASHAR: Will the Minister of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 

(a) the steps taken by Government 
regarding the modernisation t)f the 
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Signalling Communication Svstem and 
achievement of self-sufficien~y in the 
requisite equipment for this purpose 
by cutting down imports from foreign 
countries, as recommE'nded by the ,Ad-
ministrative Reforms Commission in its 
Report on Railways (January, 1970); 
and 

(b) whether any phased programme 
has been drawn up by the ltailway 
Board for the progressive attainment 
)f self-sufficiency in this sphere? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) Moder-
r,isation of Signalling and Telecom-
munications on the Railways is an 
accepted policy and latest 1,echniques 
are being progressiv2ly intrOGllCed 0:1 

Railways based on safety, traffic and 
financial consideration, 

The indigenous manufacture of 
modern electrical Signalling equip-
ment has been taken up, ameng others, 
by two established man:lfacturers of 
signalling equipment. In addition. 
some of the Railways Signalling 
Worksoops are also manufacturing a 
few of the important items. 

Telecommunication equipment is 
being manufactured by public sector 
undertakings like Mis. 100lian Tele-
phone Industries, Bharat L1el"tronics 
Ltd., Bangalore and Hindustan Cables 
Ltd. Electronics Corporation of India 
Ltd. is also developing inrligenous 
manufacture of some of the Signalling 
and 'Pelecommunication equipment now 
being imported. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA.-
'SHAR: In view of the assuranC1! that 
there is a phased programme for at-
taining self-sufficiency in this sphere 
may I ask the hon. Minister whether 
there is any' period fixed for this, say, 
at the end of the Fifth Plan, as was 
the desire of the Administrative Re-
forms Commission? 

SHRI MOHO. SHAFI QURESHI: This 
'import substitution cannot be time-

bound. But we are trying to see that 
whatever imports are makfn~ are 
manufactured Indigenously. We" ean-
not give any specific date for that. 

PROF. N.ARAIN CHAND PARA-
SHAR: May I know, what is thE' per-
centage of self-sufficiency attained at 
the moment in the Indilln Railways and 
by what percentage they want to in-
crease it in the next Plan? 

SHRI MOHO. SHAFI C;URESHI: We 
are only importing about 25 per cent 
of the equipment. We hope to leciuce 
it considerably in the next Plan pe-
riod. 

SHRI MANORANJAN HAZRA: l\1ay 
I know from the hon. l\1i nister whether 
block Signalling is working at pre: "nt 
or not? 

SHRI MOHO. f;HA.FI QURESHI: 
That is working on certain line" But 
I cannot give details lit present. 

LlDking of Ganges with Cauvery 

+ 
°]30. SHRI SEZHIYAN: 

SHRI MURASOLI l\'!A.RAN: 

Will the Minister of H:RIGATION 
AND POWER be pleased t,) statE': 

(a) the progress made so far to link 
the Ganges with the Cauvery; ('1',\ 

(b I whether any nmoun! will be nl .. 
located in the Fifth Five Year Plan 
for this project? 

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 
AND POWER (SHRI K. C. PANT>': 
(a) and (b). Propossls for investiga-
tion of some links for immunisation of 
some of the chronically drought affect-
ed areas have been rlrawn up and <Ire 
under consideration of the Planning 
Commission. 

SHRI SEZHIYAN: The pr011()531 tn 
link the 'Ganges with the Cauvery had 
raised very many expectations J 
would like to know when this pro-
posal was actually taken mto conside-
ration by the Government. I want to 




