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ollity of construction of the Rail-iink
has submitted its report; and

(c) if so, the salient features thereof
and whether funds have been budgeted
for undertaking the construction work?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) Preli-
minery Engineering-cum-Traffic Sur-
vey for the proposed Banspani-
Jakhapura rail link was included in
the Budget for 1973-74. The South
Eastern Railway has submitted the
estimate for survey and it is expected
to be sanctioned shortly.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Does not arise.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: The survey of
the proposed rail link was undertaken
in 1964-65. Since the final survey for
the construction of this rail link de-
pends on the report of the study group
appointed to go into the infra-structure
development of the area, may I know
how long this study group will take
and how soon the flnal Jecision in this
regard will be taken?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: It
is understood that consequent upon
some further discussion with the de-
partment of steel, another meeting of
the study group is being convened to
finalise the report shortly. I think
veryshortly they are going to submit
the report. On the railway side, we are
prepared to take up this work. It is
included in the budget for 1973-74

SHRI ARJUN SETHI: Since this has
been included in the budget for 1973-
74, I would like to know the amount
allotted for the construction of this
line?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: Cri-
glnally it was estimated to cost ahout
Rs. 46 crores. Now the Study Group
is going into the matter and we do not
know the actual cost. So far as the
traffic survey is ~oncerned, we have
already budgeted for this. I do not
have the figures lere as to how much
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money we are going to spend. 1 will
supply it to the hon. Member.

SHRI ANADI CHARAN DAS: It is
good to know that the Railway Board
had undertaken a traffic survey cf the
Banspani-Jakhpura rail link. May I
know from the hon. Minister the exact
date by which they would take up the
construction work of this line?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: it
would not be possible to give the exact
date. It would be completed during
the fifth plaa.

SHRI SURENDRA MOHANTY: In
the absence of any feasibility report
how was the decision taken to under-
take a traffic survey, as mentioned by
the Railway Minister in his budget

speech? ,

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
That shows the carnestness of the
railways to complete the line. The two
can go side by side. They carry out
the feasibility study and we carry out
the traffic survey.

Non-Avgilability of Imported Raw
Materia! for the Drug Industry

*127. SHRI JAGANNATH MISHRA:
Will the Minister of PEFTROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Drug Industry is
facing lot of difficulties because of the
non-availability of imported raw mate-
rial;

(b) whether this has resulted in the
non-utilization of the full installed
capacity; and

(c¢) if so, the steps taken by Govern-
ment to meet the demand of the In-
dusty?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI SHARENAWAZ
KHAN): (a) No Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.
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Closure of Rupsa-Talband Narrow
Gauge Line (South Eastern Railway)

*128, SHRI SHYAM SUNDER
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleasad 1o state:

(a) whether Rupsa-Talband narrocw
Section of South Eastern Railway is an
unremunerative and losing Section;

(b) whether the Railway Adminis-
tration hgs finally decided to iclose
down the Section only because of its
being unremunerative; and
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(c) if so,
thereto?

Government’s reaction

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) Yes,
Sir. The Section now extends between
Rupsa and Bangriposi only.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Does not arise.

SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHAPA-
TRA: Since the Minister has said ‘‘Yes,
Sir” I want to know whether such type
of unremunerative lines have also been
taken up in other railways, particularly
in Maharashtra area.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI:
Since the question pertains to Orissa,
I do not have that information.

SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHAPA-
TRA: If I know the position about
Maharashtra, then I can press my
claim for Orissa.

MR. SPEAKER: But the question re-
lates only to Orissa and not to Maha-
rashtra.

SHRI SHYAM SUNDER MOHAL'A-
TRA: I want to draw the hon. Minus:
ter’s kind attention to the fact wne
ther he is aware that in that parficulit
line, the traffic which is a mixed one
both goods and passenger traffic, ha-
been withdrawn by the D. S., Kharag-
pur.

MR. SPEAKER: That is a good in-
formation he is giving.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESH:: I
have to check up.

Modernisation of Sizealling Communi-
cation Sysiem

*129. PROF. NARAIN CHAND
PARASHAR: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the steps takeén by Government
regarding the modernisation of the





