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tribution system or need to supple-
ment the same. In view of the strain
on the public distributiop system
in the context of reduced stocks, the
system of licenseq retailers has helped
to improve availability in the open
market. However, it has come to
nolice of Government that in some
cases the merchants have not fully
co-operated in the matter. Govern-
ment will continue to review the posi-
tion from time to time in the light of
the experience and prevailing situa-
tion.

Procurement and distribution priee
of foodgrains -

*4, SHRI P. NARASIMHA
REDDY: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) what changes in procurement
prices and policies and improvements
in distribution costs and arrange-
ments in respect of foodgrains have
been effected to ensure adequate
availability at fair prices; and

(b) whether the issue nwvrice of
foodgrains cannot be lowered by
effecting economies in handling ard
overhead costs?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE):
(a) and (b). The procurement prices
for kharif and support prices for
rabi foodgrains have beep revised
upwards to ensure adequate incen-
tive to farmers and for maximising
procurement for distribution through
public agencies, The question of
effecting economy in the cost of dis-
tribution is constantly under review
of the Government.

Family Planning rrotrunmo'

*5, SHRI K. KODANDA RAMI
REDDY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the present approach
of Family Planning Programme is
not successful;

(b) whether the Centre 1is con-
templating to introduce certain prac-
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tical measures to modify the present
approach; and

(¢) if so, the salient features there-
of?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING (DR. KARAN
SINGH): (a) to (c). Family Plan-
ning efforts are being further intensi-
fied and an integrated approach of
providing Health, Maternity and
Child Care, Nutrition and Family
Planning Services is being attempt-
ed. Efforts will be made for greater
community involvement in the pro-
gramme. It is also proposed to in-
tensify the programme in districts
that had shown high growth rate
and density of population,
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Indo-U.S.S.R. Wheat Loan Agree-
ment

*7. SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH:
SHRI S. M. BANERJEE:

Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

() whether the Indo-US.SR.
wheat loan Agreement was signed in
October, 1973; and

(b) if so, the salient features there-
of?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OFN AGRICUL-

TURE (SHRI ANNASAHEB P.
SHINDE): (a) and (b). The broad
features of the Agreement signed

with USSR Government pertaining
to its offer of a loap of 2 million
tonnes of foodgrairs are as follows:—

(i) The entire quantity of food-
grains will be in the shap2 of
wheat;

(ii) Of the total quantity of 2
million tonnes of wheat the
various sources would be as

follows:—

Russia —10.5 lakh tonnes
Canada — 4.5 lakh tonnes
Australia — 5.0 lakh tonnes

(ili) Immediately India will bear
the cost of transporting 10.5
lakh tonnes of wheat from
the Sgviet Union and 5 lakh
tonnes of wheat from Aus-
tralia. The Soviet Union will
bear the cost of transporting
45 lakh tonnes of wheat
to be supplied from Canada.





