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·472. SHRI M. S. SANJEEVI RAO: 
SHRI SUKJ,JDEO PRASAD 
VERMA: 

Will 'the Minister of RAn.WAYS be 
'pleased to state: 

(a) whether Punctuality of trains 
.has sharply deteriorated during ,the 
past few months; and 

(b) if' so, the steps proposed to be 
-taken to improve the situation? 

THE DEPUTY M:lNISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAn.WAYS (SHRI 
MOHD. SHAFI QURESID): (a) and 
(b>' A statement is laid on the ta'ble 
of the Sabha. 

Statement 

(a) The punctual running of trains 
during the past few months has dete-
riorated mainly on account of prolon-
ged and disruptive occurrancea ot the 
nature of Andhra Pradesh Agitations. 
Students' agitations, the strike of 
Engineers ot the U.P. Electricity Board, 
locomen's strike et~. The shortalte of 
water due to drought conditions and 
frequent power cuts and failures also 
affected the maintenance of locOlr.oti-
ves. During July, 1973, the puctuali-
ty performance On the Broad Gauge. 
however, registered improvement as 
compared to the performance during 
July, 1972. 

(b) Punctuality performance of 
trains is closely watched at all levels 
by the Zonal Railways and for selec-
"ted Mail/Express trams at Railway 
Board's level. Avoidable detentions 
are taken up and remedial action taken 
io improve the runn1ng of trains. In 
some trains even alatm chain appara-
ius has been blanked oil' to effect an 
improvement in punctuality. 

SHRI M. S. SANJEEVI RAO: What 
are the speclfIe reason that are obst-
ructing the punduality of iraJDII? 
What cencrete measures does he pro-
pose to take to improve the situation? 
lie should «tgeclear __ tv 'aese 

qilestions and st. by what time he 
WDUld be able to ensure total, unqua-
lified and absolute punctuality of 
trains. 

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESm: 
The punctuality performance of trains 
during the months January to March 
1973 was affected seriously in South 
Central, Southern and South-Eastern 
Railways due to Mulki Rule agitation 
in Andhra and in the Eastern and 
North Eastern and Northern Railways 
due to the strike of engineers of elec-
tricity boards in U.P. In the past few 
months the punctuality of mail and 
express trains has been affected by 
the loco staff strike and the work to 
rule agitation by mail train examining 
staff of the South Eastern Railways. 
The frequent power cuts and power 
failures have also affected not ooly 
tbe running of trains but also locomo-
tives in the Indian Railways. There 
have been breaches and also some 
water ,shortage which has affected the 
punctuality of trains. Every effort is 
being made to see that the punctuality 
of Indian Railways improves. 

SHRI M. S. SANJEEVI RAO: As you 
know very well, the late runnip.g of 
trains causes terrible inconvenience to 
the students, public servants and 
businessmen. To compensate for that 
inconvenience ,some advanced countries 
like Japan give some cash payment. 
Does the hon. Minister propose to 
give compensation to travellers by 
Indian Railways if the trains are late, 
not by a few minutes but by more 
than one hour? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAyS 
(SHRI L. N. MISHRA): We have no 
such proposal with us, But I can 
assure him, as I said two days ago 
that we are making a special effort 
to improve the punctuality of trains. 
A new drive has been launched and 
we hope It will improve the position. 
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mnu 1IiItJHA!it!mD 'KHUDA 
BUKSH: :Recently. tile -Railway MiDis-
try bas dHipated certain b'a1D'a as 
"Super Fast Trains" and has iD>po&ed 
a special surcharge on the tickets for 
travel on .sul!b tmtns. If 8I1eb trains 
IUD lata, willtM hoD. M'lldst!!r be 
prepared to refund the surchlWge that 
is levied and oollected on the tickets 
of those trains! 

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI: 
TtIere is no _Ilh proJIQsal under con-
sideration at this stage. 

SHRI SAMAR GUllA: I will put 
just a reverse question. 

The Rajdhani Express every time, 
every day, reache.s at least an hour 
earlier either towartis Delhi or towards 
Howrah. Then, for 2-3 hours, its 
speed is completely slowed dawn. I 
want te !mow from the bon. Minister 
whether it is possible that at least one 
hour can be saved by IIlcreasing the· 
speed Of the Bajdhani Exprelll in its 
arrival at Delhi Or Ho_ah. 

SHRI MOHO. SHAn QURESHI: 
The whole questioDis about track set-
'ting. Once the track gets set, then 
we can increase the speed. This 
question will be examined. 
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SHRI D. N. TIWARY: The trainS 
were cancelled and they were running 
late due to non-availability of coal. I 
want to know about that. 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: It is not a fact 
that we did not have coal. There was 
coal. We wanted to preserve it for 
running goods trains which were en-
gaged in the transport of foodiu"ains 
and other essential items. Some of 
the passenger trains were cancelled, 
specially during the loco men strike. 
In most of the zones, the trains are 
running normally. In the Samastipur 
Division only, we are having some 
Qifficul ty. There was coal but we kept 
it for a rainy day, wben the situation 
might deteriorate further, so that the 
goods tra.\hs alone could be moved. 
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THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 

AND POWER (DR K. L. RAO): (a) 
The foundation  stone of the Rajghat 
Dam Project was laid by the Prime 
Minister of India on April 14, 1973. 

(b) Preliminary works have com" 
Jt\enced from this year. 

(c) The project is lIkely to be 
completed in 6 to 8 years. 
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DR. K. L. RAO: The dam belongs to 
both Madhya Pradesh and uttar Pra-
desh. In order to have the project 
implemented, a Control Board has to 
be set up. There is a difference of 
opinion between Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh about the composi-
tion of the Control Board, and we alP. 
trying to sort out that difference. We 
have written to both the Governments 
to let us have their final replies. 
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