
LOK SABHA DEBATES 

I .OJ· 

LOK SABRA 

Tuesday, November 14. 1972/Ktlrtlka 23, 
1894 (Saka) 

The £Ok Sabha met at Eleven 01 the 
Clock. 

[Ma. SPIlAKI!R in the Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Shortap f1I. Power ID tile CcNmCry 

+ 
·21. SHRI ISHWAR CHAUDHRY: 

SHRI SEZHlY AN: 

Will the Minister of IRRIGATION 
AND POWER be pleased to state:_ 

(a) the extent of power shortlp in the 
varions parts of the country at present, 
state-wise: 

(b) the rellOns for the power short-

qe: and 

(c) the steys taken to meet the crisis 
and to maintain minimum supply of 
power to industry .mj agriculture? 

THE DEPUTY ~ IN THE. 
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND 
POWER (SHRI B. N, KUREEL): '(a) 
to (c). A statement is laid on tho Table 
of the House. 

5rATEMENT 

(a) A illatement Jivina the extent of 
power shortaae In 'the "Jlnous 'States is '-
,laced below at ANJ'fflXUllE. 

2379 LS-t. 

(b) 1be _ns for the power short-
lIP. are: 

(i) Reduc:ed power &eneration from 
hydro stations duo to Ihortaae 
of water in hydel ~  

(ii) shortfall in power from atomic 
power statiODi; 

(iii) continued IfOwth in demand for 
power; and 

(iv) shortfall in the addition to the 
senel"lllinl capacity. 

(c) Discussions were held with tho 
Chief 'Minifters 'of the Stales' in the 
Westera, Northern, Southern and l!utenI 
Regions to review the power supply poai,--, 
tion., and for' takiDg immediate remediil 
measures for mitiJatiq the. powc:r shon, 
ase conditions. 

The tollowing Ileps are beinl taken iii-
this reprd: 

(i)" Available' surplus power is to be 
used fully to meet the shortajjii 
in the deficit SQltes. 

.j.' 

(ii)' Repairs t6 sonte of the themuiJ 
JIOIIFILtina uuJts w)WIh., are ou( 
of aervice are to be expedited So 
that the' units "cOuld be' brought' 
badt into. -.uniuiOD. 

(iii) Arran&iIII better qUality Of coal 
, to !he ~  ~ 

in the Eastern Resion where 
UDitI aftj pIlina Umaaed due 
to ~  of in ~  ,\ulliity. of I;a"t 
till such time as the three..atqe 
"...... '_,.-,upi ~ -,T 
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(iv) Power genelation projects under 

construction and important 

transmission lines are being 
expedited to yield berIeft13 as 
quiclrJy as possible. In further-

ance of this objective, the States 

have been requested to set up 
IMPLEMENTATION CELI.S to 

monitor the progress 01 projects 

and overcome the bottlenecks. 

(v) Steps are being taken w initiate 
advance action on projects in-

tended for commissioning in the 

Fifth Plan, now itself. 

Statement showing Powtr SU/lply Position in the Va,iON., 

Stotes-Powu ShortQge 

---------

Power  Power Surplus or 
availability require- delicit 
MUrday ment MU'day 

MU/day 

._---- -~ ~

2 4 
-_._-----

~

NtYrthe.-n Region 

Uttar Pradesh 21·00 24'00 -3'30 

Punjab 4' 84 7' 05 -2'21 

Haryana 3' 43 5'40 -1.97 

Rajasthan 3·77 4'97 -1'20 

Ddhi 5" 16 4'50 0'66 Relcicf of o'6MU 

Himachal Pradesh 0'84 o· 58 '0'26 available to region 
from 

Janunu & Kashmir o· 73 0'73 Satpura 

Chandigarh o· 19 0'30 -0' II 

Nangal Fertilizer 2'35 2'35 

Wm".,. RB,wn 

Gujarat • IS' 30 15'30 Nil 

Madhya Pradesh 9'30 8'zo 1'10· 

Maharuhtra 27'90 31'60 -3'70 

Goa, Diu and Daman 0'22 o· 52 -0'30 

°RIief of O· S MU/d&1 Is adibble for Madhya Pradesh to the re3iOll. 

SoutlJ4rn Rlgion 

Andhra Pt-adeth 7'50 10' 10 -2'50 

Kerala 6'85 6'55 t-o' 30 

My!ore 10'95 1"90 -2'95 

Tamil Nadu inchldinc· PoadiciIIItrry 16'50 22'00 ..... "5.50 
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1 2 3 4 

~ g  

Bihar " 56 
6, 12 -0'56 

~~  Benfal It'I8 12'18 -1'00 

D,V,C. Power System 10'60 11'60 -['00 

()rissa 5'70 6'80 -1'10 
~ 

.4 
Hurth Easterll RttNlI 1,60 1'60 t 
.411llldia 171' 47 196'65 -25'18 

1ft' n~ .tl : ~ ~ i  ~ IffiT 

i ~~~~~ ~  

~ i  ~  \Rf it '1'!o:mr ~ ~ ~  

m ~  ~ 1 ~~ ~ il'ffi1n 1fllT ~ ~ ~  

~  ~~ ~ ~ 

~i ~~ 1 .. ~ ~ 

it m q-~ ~~ ~  ~ i  IJ'it t, 
~ wm aof; ~ iWf ~  iii<: 'IT ~ 

~ ~ ~  ~ ~ 1 ~i  ;it ifi1ft it 

lffiUl' ~ ~~ ~ ~ 'liT ~  ~  
• " ' ';'" I , ...... 

"111: fi ~  ~  iIi.lIiPJIf iJr.T IR{{ 

~ tqTI: lI'OO ~ i  VWi l1' 
i ~~ ~i i n  

.. ,  . ,.... • .j '{.' 

''fr fiJ q it.f«. ~ ~  .. t, q 

~~ 'W JJ. i ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ 

~i ~~~  'lI'iI' 

~~ i ~i  .'WT 
~ ...,. ~ ~ ~ R 1IR: ~ II1T 
.' ,'-' ., "... I  . "" '.-' 

~~  

~  i'tYNIS'UIll. QF. 1UIG.\1JON 
AlIID:BOWBl. UML 1',.l.. ~  .14 it 
true that in lOme ,.. t.t lito oolllltry 

Punjab. Haryana and U.P" there is short-
aile of power, I placed a statement yester-
dlir . ~ the House Bi.ving complete 
details about the power position. explain-
ing how the shorta,e has arisen. The 
main reason for  the shortaae is the 
reservoinl not having been filled. 111e 
position today in Bhakra is that tbe level 
is. less than half of what it was last year; 
tblIt is 'the main reaSQn, I only hope 
tbi duri08 the next monsoon there will 
be better rainfall and the reservoirs will 
get 4i,Jed up, 1)is hlUl never occurred 
during the last ~ years. We hope that 
tile position will be much easier and 
bj:tter next year. 

~~~ i ~~  
1I1IT t. fiI; ~ lIiT 1Ii1fr.. ;mvr 
,.f1. , '", -.,r ,,' . 

~ i ~~ i  ~  

~~ ~ ~ ~~  1ft ~  
~~~ ~~ i i ~ 

. i~ flW .. ~ ~ ~i~ II\t ~  't. 
~~~ ~ n  ~ 

,  • I - I .f ",.J." •• , -I' '* • 'i ," t;, ~  ~  , ". 

~ $ ~ i1fltm,,4x m $ 

:flm .. ~ '" ~~ ~  I· 
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DR. K. L. RAO: I presume the hon. 

member is askiDa about the provision in 
tile fifth plan. It is realised that power 
generation in this country will have to be 
mucb more accelerated than what bas 
been done iB the past and the ministry 
baa asked for a CODIIiderable amount of 
money. This bas got to be discu.sed 
and tbe House will have an opportunity to 
discuss it. 

. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL 
BHATIA: Keeping in view tbe very bad 
situation in Punjab, may I know wbat 
steps be is taking-long-term as well as 
sbort-term-to meet the shortage? Second· 
Iy, may I know wby the Thien dam bas 
taken so long to be cleared by tbe 
Centre? For the last eight years we are 
trying but there bas been no clearance 
from the Centre. 

DR. K. L: RAO: There is a shortage 
of 2.2 million KW hours of power daily 
in Punjab. We are hoping to make it up 
partly by getting ~ million KWh. from 
Himachal Pradesh and another ! million 
KWh. from Satpura, making a total of 
about I million KWb. Also, as he pre· 
vious hon. member said, tbe diesel set. 
we imported last year from VariOUll 

countries for power generation were not 
set up. They are now being set up and 
I hope it will be possible to narrow 
down this gap by January. But stilt there 
will be a shortage of .J,. to I million KW. 
About the Thien dam, it will take consi-
derable time for construction. It bas got 
some inter-State aspects. A large amount 
of land in Jammu and Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesb will be submerged and 
we are trying to have a meeting of the 
Chief Ministers to discuss this prohlem. 
This meeting has been postponed from 
time to time. I have got a meeting fixed 
on the 25th of this month at Jammu and 
I hope it will be resolved there. After 
that, we will take up the Thien dam. 

SHRI DINESH CHANDRA 
OOSWAMI: There is tremendous poten_ 
tiality of power generatiOll In Assam. In 
view of this, may I know whether the 

~ Government has taken up any integrated 
:; scheme of power generation in the 
~ ~  repoll lind If so! what are the 

:-t • 

salient features thereof? 

DR. K. L. RAO: In the north-east 
re,llion and position is quite satisfactory 
and there is no shortfall ~  I quite 
appreciate there is a large amount of sup-
pressed demand in places like Manipur 
and Tripura, which we are not able to 
meet because there is no ~ power •. 
In the north-cast region, Lok:tak and.. 
Gumti projects are under constructioia 
and on. the completion of these projctts.: 
it will be possible to have mucb more 
power In that area. About Assam, we; 
have been planning to put up a muclt 
bigger project at Kameng. It is .till to 
be finalised. 

"'fT ~~ ~ ~  : 'flIT ~ ~ 

~ fit; ~  ~ ~ ~ if ~ 

otn-~ <tit ~ rn if; ~~ if .9;f'Ift 
~ if ift;:rT W1fT if; ~ 1ffirlI1:it 

~ n  ~ lfTrr '1>1' ~ ~~ ~ tn: ~ 

lfitT ~  ~i  vt--f'fi' ~  etit if 

~~ .. 'I'm ~  Of'frlff ;;nit; ~ 

W11: ~ efT ~~ if; ~ ~ if ~ i  'fi'T srfCf-

~  'flIT ~  

DR. K. L. RAO: We are now ~ 

cerned with generatinll .ufficient amount 
of power. immediately, in the next five 
years. Atomic power generation always 
takes a long titne. It wiIl take 10 years 
at least. The power position in this 
country has to imprC've vastly. We are 
at the moment having 17l millioo KW. 
We hope by the end of the fifth plan, we 
will take it to 40 minion KW of power. 

Even that would be highly insulBcient 
for the size of qur country. At the end 
of the century I expect it should be 201t 
million KW. When we' aTe able to c:omo 
up to that limit naturally atomic energy 
: stati_ wiJt have to be let up aD rounl 
the cbuntry; and eutcm sector Will fIaft 
Its .hare· at that time. 




