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SHEI A. C. GEORGE: The prefer
ence is about taking over of imports 
more. As regards exports, this is a sub
ject where the necessary expertise and 
skill have to be built up. Over a 
period ol time, it is the intention of 
the Government of India to take over 
exports also.
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SHRI A. C. GEORGE: I do not con
tribute to the view of the hon. Mem
ber.
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Withdrawal of Import Duty on 
Raw Wool

*363. SHRI D. $■ CHANDRA GOW
DA: Will thfc^Mnister of FINANCE 
be pleased to State:

(a) whether the abnormal rise in 
the prices of raw wool in the Inter
national market and heavy Customs 
duty has hit hard a number of small 
factories;
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(b) whether agaihst 90 paise a Kg. 
in May and June, the raw wool price 
spurted to Rs. 2.02 in September and 
October last;

(c) if so, whether the high price 
and Customs duty would affect inter
nal sales and export o£ woollen fab- 
rice from India;

(d) if so, whether Government pro
pose to withdraw the impoit duty on 
greasy wool to save the industry?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE <SHRI K. R. 
GANESHTi * (a) to (c). In view
of the shortage of availability of 
law wool and the abnormal rise m 
the prices of imported raw vtool, some 
representations have been received 
from shoddv manuf ictuiers apd others 
urging, inter,, alia, abolition ofcn 
toms duty on lmj/orted raw wool. The 
prices quoted for different qualities of 
raw wool at Austialian auctions were 
between 74 and 97 pence (i.e. Rs. 13.86 
and Rs. 18.17) per Kilo on 23rd June, 
1R72 whereas on I3ih October, 1972, 
these prices varied ironi 146 to 165 
pence (i.e. Rs. 27.35 to Rs. 30.90) 
Actual impact on internal sales and 
export will be known only after some 
time when sales of finished goods for 
the next season commence.

<d) Representations from Federa
tions and Associations of woollen ma
nufacturers are under examination.

SHRI B. B. CHANDRA GOWDA: 
May I know from the hon. Minister 
whether there ig any relation between 
the recent rag scandal and the price 
spurt?

SHRI K. R. GANESH: The price of 
raw wool in the international market 
has gone up. It has no relation with 
the rag scandal.

SHRI D. B. CHANDRA GOWDA: 
In view of the fact that the wool in
dustry completely depends upon im
port of wool, is there any proposal 
under consideration of the Govern
ment of India to see that, internally, 
the wool production is improved?
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SHRI K. R. GANESH: There is a 
proposal ·befor e Government to in-
.crease the production. Sheep-breed-
ing has been improved and the quan-
tity of wool :r::roduced has iricreased. 

Loans pr{)vided to Adivasi Areas in 
Orissa under concessional rate ~ 

interest 

*365. SHRI C. M. SINHA: Will the 
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to-
.state: 

(a) the amount of financial assist-
. .ance provided by the Central Gov-

ernment to the Adivasi areas in the 
State of Orissa under the scheme of 
·concession' rate of interest for certain 

" ·C·~teg~fies .<$£... borrowers started . by 
, Public Sector "Banks; and 

('b) the number of per sons benefit-
ed thereunder during the current 
year? 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN): 
{a) and ·(b). Public sector banks have 
completed identification of the \bran-
c hes where the scheme of Differential 
Rate of Interest is to be implemented 
and have coihniencec1 lenain:g · uh'der 
·the \Scheme only· "'racen11ly-. -:$.eports 
creceived so far indicate that in Orissa 
State 26 branches have been selected 

·.and of these 16 are in tribal districts. 
Details of the total amount disbursed 
·under .the ..scheme as well as the num-
·be-r 'tif · persons . benefited in Orissa 
Btate are not yet available. In this 
~onnection it may be mentioned that 
the banks do : not maintain statistics 
·separately for Adivasis, Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes on the 
one hand and the otlier borrowers on 
t he other. 

.Request made by Kerala (iovern:ment 
.for fixation of prices of essentiai 

comm{)dities 

*367. SHRIMATI BHARGAVI 
TMNKAPPAN: Will the Minister of 

--'FINANCEf _be p1~ased ·to state: 

(a ) whether the State Government 
of Ker~la have made a request to the 
Prime Minister for fixatiOn of prices 
of e_s_se_n_tiaf <::Ornmodities; and 

. (ib) - if "SC?, . the reaction of G overn-
ment ther:_eto? 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN): 
(a) The Government of Kerala have 
made a request for the public distri_; 
bution of essential commodities like 
.foodgrains, pulses, sugar, cloth, edi-
ble oils etc. at fixed prices - through 
fafr !?:dee shops . 

(bj There ·is ·already_ a net-work of 
fa ir i;'.rice shop.s ' d.istributing wheat 
ahd rice at fixed price§. · L'e'vy-,sugar 
is also being distributed through · fairr 
price shops. In certain: States a limi-
ted quantity of edible oil and pulses 
is be~ng distributed through fair price 
shops. A decision has also been taken 
to sell the entire production of. con:. 
trolled cloth through fair price· shops 
approved by the State Governments, 
Super Bazars, Fair Price ~hops affi-
liated to the Na ti on al Co-operative 
Consu~ers Federation and mills' re- · 
tail shops. 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: What has 
it got to do with his Ministry, Sir? I 
think it has nothing .to do with .his 
Ministry. Is his Ministry a Ministry 
c.f 'shock absorbers'? 

SHRIMATI BHARGAVI THANK-
APP AN: Will · the Minister consider 
increase of fair price s hops in K erala? 

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN: 
I. am sorry I_ won't !be able to give the 
figure of fair-price shops fri Kerala. 
For .the/ entire area I.do no.t have .the 
figure with me. Keral~ State is one 
of the States ·where 0there is a · very 
good organisation of the fair-price 

. shops. And, it is because of this, that 
the Chief Minister ·. has pointe . , ut 
that -il'' there is supply Of essenfial 

. commoditi~s . they can make a better 
distrl.bution. - ·· 




