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assistance, because they can produce 
good films What amount has been 
given to the film producers in Bengal?

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: 11 Bengali 
films have been aided by the FFC and 
the total amount sanctioned is of the 
order of Rs. 28 lakhs.

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE : Assuming 
and not conceding that a greater variety 
of films are produced though none of 
the films he has mentioned has been 
seen by any one of us here, may I 
know at least as to what is the capital 
of this Film Finance Corporation and 
what are the debts that are considered 
irrecoverable, because the popular be­
lief in Bombay is that what you borrow 
from the Corporation you need not 
repay?

MR. SPEAKER : It is given ia the 
Statement.

SHRI I. It. GUJRAL: Perhaps, the 
hon. Member is more aware of the capi­
tal mafket of Bombay whereas I  am 
acft.

Sir, the paid up capital of the FFC 
is Rs. 50 lakhs and the loans given by 
the Government to the FFC are of the 
order of Rs. 95 lakhs. So, the total 
capital at their disposal is Rs. 145 lakhs. 
Uptifl now we had to write off Rs. 
12.66 lakhs.

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE : What is 
considered irrecoverable ? Not written 
off.

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : Generally, 
films which have not made a 
on the box office and the pro­

ducer has not been able to raise funds 
although usual legal proceedings are 
taken before the amount is written off.

SHRt SAMAR GUHA : Although 
irtarty Bengali filths have got berth 
national and international awards, as 
my friend said, the Bengali film indus-
try is facing a serious crisis so much 
so that some of the producers have al-
ready dosed down their film produc-
tion. Six view of this fact, will the Gov-
ernment set up a committee to go into 
the affairs o f tte  m  industry in West 
Bengal and give fi&aticial aid to them 
so mat they can produce better films*

SHRI I. K. GUJftAL: We are 
proud a t m  0m  industry in Bengal 
because very good fflms are befog

made in B&#a3. Bti*. ttnfctttteatdy, 
Bengali film industry has been going 
through a crisis due to a variety of rea­
sons. A Committee has been set up by 
the Bengal Government also. We nave 
also looked into i t  But it does need 
remedies which will lie outside the limits 
of Bengal also. For instance, one of 
the methods could possibly be dubbing 
Bengali films in other Indian languages 
so that the market opens up. But, 
more than everything else, it is very 
important that we set up some thing 
like Film Councils where all these 
things are sorted out and methods axe 
found across the table to get over the 
crisis.

Delhi Telephone Disrupted by n m
+

•144. SHRI NAWAL KISHORE 
SHARMA:

SHRIMATI SAVITRI SH- 
YAM:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA­
TIONS be pleased to sta te:

(a) whether as a result of recent 
rains in Delhi the entire telephone 
system had been badly disrupted;

(b) the number of telephone connec­
tions restored; and

(C) the steps Government propose to 
take to avoid recurrence of the same?
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MR. SPEAKER: If the Minister gets 
up on an irrelevant question, I cannot 
help it.

WTO? : ar?
£■

s r » w  :  ^ r r  *r$rr arrsrsrcnr 
t ,  ^ r % t r  arr? ? % $  arrar i

t o  :  Srrr «rerr ?ft 
«rrw  ^  I » *nft 35  %
oran* % f a i r ,

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : May I 
know whether any investigation has 
been carried out to see how far this 
new cross-bar equipment with which 
many of the Delhi Exchanges have 
been equipped, is capable of standing 
up to the pressure of these heavy rains, 
because, these are American designs, 
perhaps designed for countries which 
do not experience such heavy monsoon 
rains? May I know whether such inves­
tigations cover these cross-bar equip­
ments also and whether it has been 
checked to see whether these crossbar 
equipments are unsuitable or suitable 
to conditions in the country?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA : So far 
as the cross-bar is concerned, it is true 
this has nothing to do with the recent 
defects which have been identified, but 
this has nothing to do with the recent 
rains. The rains did not affect its func­
tioning. It is not one of the causes 
identified for its recurring failures.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : What 
about its breakdown?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA : The 
breakdown is not concerned with rains 
o r with the cross-bar, but it is only the 
cables and the transmission system 
which are involved.
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Adoption of Hindi and Regional
I.jingangea a* Media of Examination 

by U.P&C.

*146. SHRI S. C. SAMANTA: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 
Kate :

(a) the progress made in implement­
ing the decision of the Government in 
adopting Hindi and regional languages 
as media of examinations conducted by 
the Union Public Service Commission;

(b) the reasons for delay in imple­
menting the decision; and

(c) by what time the scheme is likely 
to be made completely practicable?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AF­
FAIRS AND IN THE DEPART­
MENT OF PERSONNEL (SHRI 
RAM N1WAS MIRDHA) : (a) to
(c). A Statement is laid on the Table 
of the House.

Statement
In the Resolution adopted by both 

Houses of Parliament in December, 
1967 on the question of Official Lan­
guage of the Union, the following has, 
inter alia, been provided:—

’That all the languages included 
in the Eighth Schedule to the 
Constitution and English shall be 
permitted as alternative media for 
the All India and Higher Central 
Services Examinations after ascer­
taining the views of the Union 
Public Service Commission on the 
future scheme of the examinations, 
the procedural aspects and the 
timing.”

Accordingly, a beginning in the use 
of regional languages was made in 
1969 when candidates appearing at 
the Combined Competitive Examina­
tion for recruitment to the I.A.S. etc. 
were given the option to write their 
answers i,n two of the compulsory sub­
jects — Essay and General Knowledge 
— in any of the languages mentioned 
in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitu­
tion, besides English. The question of 
extending such option to more subjects 
is under consideration of the Union 
Public Service Commission in the light 
of the experience gained so far.

Further. Hindi has been permitted 
as an alternative medium besides Eng­
lish, far answering Essay and General 
knowledge papers at the Assistants* 
Grade Examination conducted by the 
Union Public Service Commission 
since 1964. From 1971, candidates ap-
pearing in the Stenographers* Examina-
tion have also been permitted the op­
tion to write answers to the General
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