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SHRI L. N. MISHRA : Tobacco is one 
of the important items of export and Andhra 
Pradesh is a big producer; there is no doubt 
about it. About individual sellers, it depends 
upon the buyers also. If they have cstabli- 
shed some channel of communication or 
some purchasing agants*, they can purchase 
from the private sector also. But there has 
been an understanding that between U.S.S.R. 
and India, purchases and sales should be 
made mostly through public sector agencies. 
But if there are private sector agencics, I 
cannot say they will not be allowed. Much 
depends on the purchaser also.

SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA rose—

MR. SPEAKER : Don’t be standing 
throughout That will be a disqualification 
because you distract the attention of the 
Chair. I will allow you this time.

SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA : As our 
friend said, tobacco is lying with the traders 
as well as the growers in Andhra Pradesh. 
May 1 know how much of tobacco Govern* 
ment purchased last year and this year from 
the growers for exporting to Russia ?

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: What purchase 
was made last year, that figure is not with 
me. But the hon. Member knows that S. T. C. 
came into operation in January and helped 
the kisans to a considerable extent at a time 
when tobacco was passing through a great 
crisis.

Loss suffered on Uneconomic Rail­
way Lines daring 1971

+
*1042. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN :

SHRI SUKHDEO PRASAD 
VERMA :

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be ple­
ased to state :

(a) whether Government have sustained 
loss on the uneconomic tines during 1971; 
and

(b) if so, the extent of loss sustained 
aod the extent to which thr suggestions and 
recommendations of the Review Committee 
on Uneconomic Branch lines have since 
been implemented ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MOHD. 
SHAFI QURESHi) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The estimated loss in the year 1970- 
71 was Rs. 7 69 crores including the divid­
end of Rs. 2*32 crores paid to General Re­
venues. A statement indicating the action 
taken on the lecommendations of the Une­
conomic Bianch Lines Committee, 1969, is 
laid on the table of the Sabha.

Statement

Particulars Number

Number of Recommendations 48
accepted and implemented 
(or to be constantly kept 
in view for implementation)
Number of Recommendations 10
accepted in part or with 
modification.
Number of Rccommedations 20
accepted but yet to be
implemented.
Recommendations not 18
accepted.
Number of Observations 8
noted with or without
qualifying remarks.
Total finalised. 104
Recommendations under 64
consideration.

SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN : In view of 
the fact that these uneconomic lines are caus­
ing loss to government, why not convert these 
lines into broad gauge in view of the passen­
ger and goods traffic 7

SHRI MOHD. SHAH QURESHI: On 
a rough estimate, the conversion of these 
lines into B. G. would cost about Rs. 240 
crores. The railways do not have that much 
finance now available.

SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: Will the 
Government be pleased to reconsider litis 
matter because it is a long process and the 
loss can as well be made up ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : I 
have already stated that it is a question of 
availability of funds,
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