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SHRI SURENDRA MOHANTY : Is it 
a fait that some State Governments want to 
have theii own son-et-lumiere programmes 
but arc not toting qiven encouragement by 
the Tuuusni and Aviation Ministry i

DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI : The State 
Governments haw tlicir own programmes also 
and the department of tourism of the Govern
ment of India is only supplementing the acti
vities in promoting tourism.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN : 1 want to 
know from the hon. Minister whether they 
art aware of the fact that the entertainment 
which we offer to the foreign tourists is not 
up to the mark, especially evening ci tcrtain- 
ment and if so what arc they going to do to 
attract foreign tourists ?

DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI : Wherever 
wc have organised entertainment programmes 
on behalf of the Department of Tourism and 
the 1TDC it is up to the mark and it 
has been appreciated and if the hon. Member 
has got any constructive suggestions to make 
he is welcome.
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DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI: The hon. 
Member’s question is based on the previous 
question.

SHRI S. A. KADER : Recently there 
appeared some news item that the hon. 
Minister of Tourism is a good singer. Docs 
he also give some items of entertainment to 
the tourists ?

THE MINISTER OK TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION (1)R. KARAN SINGH) :
I would not think oi trying to entertain the 
tourists; but I am prepared to entertain the 
hon. Member.

MR. SPEAKER : What about the Deputy 
Minister i

Scheme to Raise Tourigt-Income Target

•bOj. SHRI P. M. MEHTA : Will the 
Ministei of TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATK >N be pleased to state*:

(a) whetliu Government are preparing a 
scheme to raise the tourist-inrome target to 
Rupees 200 rrores a yeai ; and

(b) if so, the main features thereof ?

THE MINISTER OI* STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION (DR. SAROJINI MMIISH1):
(a) and (b). The Department of Tourism is 
considering schemes for inclusion in the Fifth 
Plan foi strengthening and imptoviug the 
tourism infrasli ucturc and for incicasing 
tourist anivals fiom an intimated '100,000 in 
1973 to 800,000 in l‘>78. Foreign exchange 
earnings from (his numbn of tourists on the 
basis of present trends ol’ tourist expenditure 
is expcctid to be o\ei Rs 1UU crores by 1978.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA : I want to know 
whether the surveys in the various States 
indicate that the main obstacle to promoting 
tourism in India is shortage of good hotels and 
lack of adequate transport facilities and other 
amenities. If  so, what concrete steps do 
Government propose to take to meet the 
demand ?

DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI : Yes, there 
is shortage of accommodation and shortage of 
transport also. But the Department of 
Tourism and the ITDC are both trying their
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