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MR. SPEAKER : He has replied to 1t. *

SHRI R.P. YADAV : Are there any
critena for granting hcences and, if so,
what are they ?

SHRI L.N. MISHRA : This is actual
users’ licence. Those manufacturers who
use those items for manufaturing something
are given these licences.

Approval to Bagmati River Project in
Muzaffarpur

*193. SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH :
Wil the Minister of IRRIGATION AND
POWER be pleased to siate :

(a) whether Government have given
approval to the Bagmati River Project in
the Muzaffarpur District of Bihar;

(b) the total outlay of the Project and
its total irrigational capacity;

(c) whether the people of the area have
demanded that the Bagmati Project should

be executed along the old course of the
river; and

(d) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND
POWER (SHRI B.N. KUREEL) : (a) and
(b) Stage I of the Bagmati Irrigation Project
in Muzaffarpur District, estimated to cost
Rs. 5.78 crores and irrigate 1.2 lakh hectares,
has been approved for implementation in
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the developmental plans of Bihar.

(c) and (d) : The Government of Bihar
have indicated that they have no information
of such a demand. Originally the barrage
was proposed at Dewapur. However, owing
to a change in the river course in 1969, the
barrage has been finally located by the
Government of Bihar at Ramnagar, about
2 miles downstream of Dheng.

SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH : I am
rather astonished to see the reply of the
Government. I have a letter from Dr.
K.L. Rao himself 1in reply to my letter
during the first session of this Parliament
stating that the Bihar Government have no
objection in executing this project ‘along
the old course of the river. I have not got
the letter with me at the moment. But I
can produce it. Several Block Development
Committees have demanded that this project
should be executed along the old course of
the river. There is no question of barrage.
In the presence of Dr. Rao, I had discussed
this problem with the Chief Engineer of
Bithar Government when there was a
Conference earlier. So, I am really
astonished to see this reply.

MR. SPEAKER : You need not be
astonished. You ask another question.

SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH : I want
to know whether the Governnent 1s pre-
pared to enquire into it. The people are
agitating for getting this project executed
along the old course of the river.

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K.L. RAO) : What
the hon. Member wants is shifting of the
barrage higher up so that more land can be
brought under irrigation along the old
course of the river. That is also the latest
representation [ have seen from a fumber
of people in that area. Unfortunately, the
Government of Bihar does not fexl that it
is possible. Generally, our studies also
indicate that 1f we do that, the afflux or
increase of water level will go into Nepal
territory. It may not be much. But it
will go into Nepal territory and, therefore,
we will have to again take it up with the
Nepal Government as to whether they will
permit it. In the meanwhile, I asked the
Bihar Government to look into it. But
they feel that they shouild stick %o the
present decision. Anyway, I will mm ask
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them to look into it.

o} fewfa fawt g Aurw & TR
YN MAe g vy avr @ § afe
o AqTe ¥} T F §6 9T qr $T
AT A & o sl ) gEd
Tia—2a) grel §1 wfew & s iy
4 &1 $19 dae Ty §, WY gewdr ad
THErqEd) g 3 g9 fal & Qs
qgdt 4, g @17 R WL A gz wAy af
&\ T gIETT Gur A9 Y ¥ g
qi9 FIC FNYT @ aifs AN I N
gy Ixrwray By fF s@ &
gt §1 qfear ewe-ghRT 7 @ @R
A vt 19 & av ?

DR. K.L. RAO . That 1s what I sub-
mitted. The barrage 15 now two miles
downstrgam of the railway line.  Now,
what the hon. Member and others really
want is that they should build 1t above the
Railway line so that 1t can command more
land.

SHRI BIBHUTI MISHRA : Yes.

DR. K.L. RAO : The only unfortunate
thing is that as I have explained in reply to
the hon. Member that if you shift the
barrage higher up, 1t will increase the level
of the water in the Nepal territory. So, we
have got to take their permission and to
deal with another countty 1s always very
difficult unlcss tle question 1s absolutely
necessary. So, ! have asked the Bihar
Government again to consider whether they
think that the barrage should be shifted
higher up to feed mwe area. But, their
first reaction was that there 1 no water in
Bhggmati to give more water for more land
So, they want to stick to the piesent posi-
tion. Any way, I have asked them to 1cview

it again,
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DR. K.L. RAO : It is quite true that
these rivers come from Nepal. They spill
over the Nepal territory. Many times we
have asked the permission of the Nepal
Government for constructing the dam. in
case of Bhagmati also we have becn in
correspondence with the Nepal Government.
But they have not given the permission yet.
But we have got to pursue this from time
to time.

Profit earned by Rajdhani Express

*194. SHRI MADHURYYA HALDAR :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state :

(a) the net profit earned by Rajdhani
Express for 1970-71; and

(b) the net profit to be earned by Raj-
dhani Express this year after the fare-rise ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) and
(b) Sir, it is not possible to work out the
net profit from this train as accounts of
expenses are not mamtained for individual
trains. Only the direct expcnses for runn-
ing the Rajdham Expiess including the cost
of fuel, crew, tiain staff, interest and
depreciation charges on rolling stock, etc.
and excluding the cost of catering s¢ivice
have been estimated, The carnings from
this train excceded the direct costs by about
Rs. 44.84 lakhs in 1970 71 and about Rs.
11.92 Jakhs 1n July, August and September
1971 after the incicase in fares from 1st
July.

SHR] MADHURYYA HALDAR : If
the Minsster cannot say whether actually it
1S running on a profit or not...

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : He
should be 1n a position to say.

SHRI MADHURYYA HALDAR :...but
he should have collected some information
in this regard.





