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Redie Statiens for coverage of Tyibal
Aregs

*72. SHRI BK, DASCHOWDHURY ¢
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased tp
siate ;

(a) whether Goveramont have sst up
new Radio stations in the country to provide
coverage for the tribal areas;

(B) if so, how many and where;
and

(¢) the approximate cost incurred om
sach statiog ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THR
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI DHARAM BIR
SINHA) : (a) to (c). The following new radio
siations are being sst up and in the
cnisting smtions asme bping strengthened to
serve predominantly tsibal areas., The
approximate cost is shown against each

project -

Radi ions imae toast
o Station (Re in Jakhs)
Chhawarpur (new) - 31.60
Awbikapur (new) - 700
Yagdalpur {oow) - 3.2
Rewa (new) - n%s
Towang (vew) - n.0o
Tezpur (new) — 90.00
Shitiong (spsosion of  — 73.00 :
] existing Mationd
Visakbapatnam (expansion of —_— 7165
™ oo ot — sgs
existing station)
Impha) (expapsion of  ~— 48.00
. existing station)
Kohima (sxpansion of — 50,00
existing station)
Jeypore (expaneion of  — 2.9
siisting station

Totel Ra. 67568




2 Ordl Answers

Ld

* S8HRI B.X. DASCHOWDHURY : From
the statement it seems that the Government
have already taken ceriain steps to set up
sadio stations in the tribal areas, parti-
cularly, in the tribal areas of North-Eastern
India. In view of the large area and peculiar
terrain of NEFA, I want to know whether it
will be possible to cover the entire area with
low or medium transmitter located at
Towang. Ifnot, I want to know whether
the Government has got any further propo-
sal to establish or set up some other radio
station, considering the characteristics of
this area.

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA : We
have stations in Tezpur, Towang, Shillong
etc. We expoct that this will be covering
the region and we also are considering the
setting up of new stations for the NEFA
area.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY 1
What are those areas ? You may kindly
spell them out.

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA : We are
considering these areas, that is, Towang,
Tezpur etc. in the Fourth Plan. Along with
this we are increasing the power of Imphal,
Kohima stations also.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY : I
asked a question about NEFA. The Deputy
Minister said@ about Shillong. I don't know
whether it is within his knowledge that it is
not within NEFA, Anyway,......

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA : It is
not in NEFA. But we hope to increase the
power of the stations and they will cover
those areas.

SHRI B.K. DASCHOWDHURY: There
have been various complaints which have
boen expressed by the local tribal people
that where these radio stations are located,
they are not encouraging the local cultures.
The local talents and local culure are not
encouraged, Not even the programmes are
held in such a way that in our country
weo may have a sense of emotional integration
or national integration. Therefore, what 1
would like to know from the hon. Minister
is this. Is there any scheme or plan with
the Government that in respect of all these
tribal area radio_stations, the Directors of
the Stations will be from among the local

peoplo 7 Secondly, will at_ least 50% of
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the total time of the programmes
be split up in such -a way so that
the local people and the tribal people in the
Far Eastern region may imbibe the spirit of
pational integration ?

MR. SPEAKER : It is a suggestion fof
action. He need not answer it,

AN. HON. MEMBER: May 1 know how
many radio stations will be there in NEFA
during the Fourth plan ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING. (SHRIMATI NANDINI
SATPATHY) : 1t is not a question of how
many stations. As has already been said,
Dibrugarh covers a large part of NEFA and
also there is a suggestion to have a high
power station in Tezpur and when this
station comes up the whole NEFA area
will be almast covered.

Provision of Drinking Water Facilities
in Villages

*73, SHRI ARJUN SETHI : Will the
Minister of PALNNING be pleased to
state :

(a) whether 97,000 villages out of 560,000
in India today do not have drinking water
within a distance of one mile; and

(b) if 50, the special measures taken by
Government in the Fourth Plan period to
reduce the problem to a minimum ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PLANNING {(SHR!
MOHAN DHARIA) : (a) Yes. Approxima-
tely 97,000 villages in India do not have
drinking water within a distance of 1 mild or
within a depth of 50 ft. A more preciso
re-assessment is being undertaken by the
Ministry of Health & Family Planning,

(b) (i) Priority is given to the schemes
for provision of drinking water to
villages located in difficult and
scarcity hit areas. L

(i) Through a Centrally spossored
scheme, investigation and assess~
ment of the problem pelated: to
Provision of drinking wsier in
villages are being carried out in
}!‘F various States,

I e LT L





