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Law Rate of Urbanisation in India

*66. SHRI DASARATHA DEB : Will 
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be 
pleated to state :

(a) whether the recent Census figures 
Show a low rate of urbanisation in India ; 
end

(b) if so, whether Government have 
made any study of the problems connected 
with the low rate of urbanisation 1

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI 
F.H . M OHSIN): (a) The provisional 
results of the 1971 Census of India have 
revealed that urban population forms 19.87% 
o f  the total population. Although this pro* 
portion it  low as compared to that of 
Industrial countries like U.K., Canada, 
JPttpce etc., it is higher than that observed 
In neighbouring countries as Ceylon or 
Pakistan.

(b) In  a vast agricultural country like 
India, urban areas cannot be expected to 
account for a very large proportion of the 
total population. No further investigation 
is therefore considered necessary.

$HRI DASARATHA D E B : May I 
know if the Government thinks that tbe low 
rate e f  urbanisation in India is doe to the 
feet that there is slow rate of growth of 
jjgitstriftlisation in India end the tow rate of 
industrialisation is creating tremendous 
pop«H«lioo pleasure is  the rural areas

creating a number o f unemployment 
problems there also. If  so, what steps do 
the Government propose to take to over-
come this position ?

SHRI F. H. MOHSIN : As I  have
already pointed out, the total population in 
the urban areas, as compared to the total 
population of the country, is not to  tnueb 
high as compared to other countries. This 
may be due to so many reasons : one reason 
is that the rural area has got the amenities 
that would go a long way in making the life 
very comfortable in the rural areas.That may 
be one of the reasons why people are alow 
to migrate to the urban areas.

SHRI DASARATHA DEB : Is it not 
a fact that in the urban areas, the potentia-
lities for providing jobs is absent and that 
is why the people arc forced to remain in 
the rural sector even if they are unemployed, 
and, if so, what steps are being taken to 
overcome this ?

SHRI F.H. MOHSIN : The figures that 
I  have already given go to show that in the 
United Kingdom, tbe percentage of urban 
population to the total pop Jation is 78 87 
and that is so in so many other 
countries, whereas in India, the percentage 
of urban population is only 19.87. Hence the 
migration is very little to the urban areas. 
So, it cannot be said that people in the 
rural areas are migrating to  the urban areas 
for other reasons. Tbe inferences that e ie  
drawn by the hon. Member are correct.
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being tiken. '

SHRI PRABODH CHANDRA : The 
Mloister just now referred to England. Is he 
aware that in England fifty per cent o f the 
employment comes from the cities and it 
is because of industrialisation. In India 
people are not drawn to the urban areas. 
What steps are you taking to provide more 
employment opportunities in the urban 
areas to attract people there?

with his reply ? I think there can b e 't i c  
better reply. -

SHRI SAMAR G UH A  : They should
say a few words how they are implemeating 
their intention.

SHRI F.H . MOHSIN : The suggestion
thrown by the Member is very good, Ttiat 
is the intention of the Government t«o. '

THE MINISTER O F STATE IN  THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME A FFAIRS (SHRI 
K.C. PANT): The question to be decided is 
whether it is desirable for more and more 
people to shift from rural arears to urban 
areas. Whereas ordinarily it is suppoMd 
to be an index of progress, when there is 
greater urbanisation, it poses its own probje- 
ms and I do not think that we need necess-
arily copy the experience of other countries 
which have urbanised and which are today 
suffering from over-urbanisation. I think 
there is a lot to be said for developing 
our rural areas to make them more livable, 
rather than urbanisation.

SHRI M. RAM COPAL REDDY : I 
want to know from the M inister whether the 
Government is going to discourage urbani-
sation in India because there are some 
parlies which believe in violence and it is 
easy for them to create trouble in the 
cities ? ■

SHRI K.C. PANT; Violence has to be 
put down, whether in the urban area or 
rural area. ■

SHRI SAMAR GUH A  : In view of the 
fact that over-urbanisation crea tes 'serious 
aberrations in human civilization; will the 
Government discourage over-urbanisation ia 
our country and the expansion of big cities 
and at the same time give all facilities to 
the rural people in the fields of transport, 
electrification, more employment opportuni-
ties by economic development in the rtiral 
areas, other modern facilities, discourage 
the rush to the towns ?

SHRI F.H. MOHSIN : Y es, Sir ; that
is the intention of the G overnm ent...(/«;(&/•- 
ruplions). ’

MR. SPEAKER : D o you not agree'

M R. SPEAKER 
very good.

The M inister is alio

SHRI P. R. SHENOY : Have the
■Government any proposal for ruralisation
of industries which can prevent migration of
population to cities ?

SHRI F.H . MOHSIN : I t is the infSn-
tion  of the Government also to see that in 
the rural areas some industries come up so 
that migration to the urban areas might 
stop. ■

Judicial Inquiry into Masfe M urderi ’ la 
Cossipore-Baranagore Area NearColcutta 

and probe into killing of Undertrial .
Political Prisioners in Jails in

West Bengal '

+ ^
*67. SHRI H .N . M UKERJEE : ’

SHRI BISHW ANATH JH U N JH I tN- 
WALA : ^

SHRI N .K . SANGHI : ^

Will the Minister 
be pleased to siate :

of HOME A FFAIRS

(a) whether any progress has taken
place in the matter o f the promised 
Judicial enquiry into maSs murder* several 
m onths ago in the Cossipore-Baranagore 
area near Calcutta ; '  and '

(b) whether any steps "have" been
taken so far towards implemeiiting Govera- 
ment assurances about high-power ‘probe 
into the killing of undertrial political 
prisoners in B erhanpw , Dum  D um , Alipore 
and Asansol Jails in West Bengal ?

THE M INISTER O F STATE IN  THE 
MINISTRY O F HOM E A FFAIRS (SHRI 
K .C . PANT): (a) A retired Chief Justicc Was 
appointed to  conduct an inquiry int«
Cossipore-Baranagore m urder cares but




