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SHRI ISHAQ SAMBHALI : What about
withdrawal of the facility ?
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SHR! K. HANUMANTHAIYA : The
hon. Member should know that these saloons
or inspection carriages are not attached to
each and every train. It 1s only when work
warrants that these coaches are attached or
detached as and when required. Therefore, it
is not a general gquestion. Even so, 1 shall
take the opinion of this Housc into consi-
deration and see that these things arc not
misused; and that the use of <aloons does not
come in the way of passenger facilities and
amenities.

Requirement and Production of
Wagons in India

*35. SHRI S. P. BHATTACHARYYA :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state :

(a) the number of wagons required in
our country every year and the number actua-
1ly produced cvery year:;

(b) the percentage of wagons produced
in West Bengal;

(c) the exact number of wagons that are
at present being made in the Fngineering
firms in West Bengal; and

(d) the proposed number of wagons to
be ordered for making this year in West
Bengal’s Engineering firms 7

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MOHD.
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SHAFI QURESHI) : (a) The number of
wagons required by the Railways varies from
year to year depending on the needs of traffic
and likewisc the number of wagons actually
produced is also varied from year to year,
the approximate number produced in 1970-
71 being 9000 in terms of four-wheeler
units;

(b) During the year 1970-71, out of the
total number of wagons actually produced in
private sector, about 579, were produced by
the private wagon builders in West Bengal.
During the first six months of 1971-72, this
percentage has increased to about 64%;

(c) The average monthly number of
wagons turned out by the West Bengal pri-
vate sector wagon builders during the six
months from April 1971 to September 1971
was 328 in terms of four-wheelers;

(d) About 5000 wagons in terms of four-
wheelers during the year 1971-72 excluding
wagons to be manufactured against outstan-
ding orders

SHRI S. P. BHATTACHARYYA : Is
there no difficulty due 1o shortage of wagons
in the coalfield areas, because of which coal
could not be properly transported to the
consumers ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : The
question was about the production of
wagons, The hon, Member is asking about
the availability of wagons. The availability
of wagons to coalfields has been increased
and we are trying to improve the availability
of wagons to coal fields.

DR. RANEN SEN : The hon. Minister
said just now that last year about 57 percent
of wagons was produced in West Bengal. Is
1t a fact that during the last few years most
of the engineering firms that were producing
wagons in West Bengal which have proved
very good wagon building workshops are
mostly lying idle because the Railway Minis-
try refused to place orders on such firms as
a result of which there are a large number
of closures and lay-offs ?
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SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI :
There are sixteen wagon builders in the pri-
vate sector out of which seven are Jocated in
West Bengal. From the figures it is seen that
there is a huge backlog on these firms and
they are not able to produce wagons accor-
ding to the requirements of the railways. It
is not correct to say that the Railways have
not placed any orders on private wagon
manufacturers.

SHRI PRABODH CHANDRA : Is the
Deputy Minister aware of the fact that in
every sphere of economy the country is suffer-
ing because of the lack of wagons ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFT QURESHI: 1t
will not be correct to say that the whole eco-
nomy of the country is suffering because of
wagon shortage only. The main question
pertains to the production of wagons.

SHRI PRABODH CHANDRA : The
question 15 not only about the production of
wagons. The question 1s about the number of
wagons required in our country.

MR. SPEAKER : I think he says that
production is according to the needs of the
country.

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : Yes,
Sir, T have said that so far as the production
of wagons 1s concerned, it is meeting the
requirements of the country. So far as avail-
ability to different sectors is concerned, there
18 some difficulty; therc is no doubt about

it.
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SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI : The
hon Minister just not stated that there is
quite large backlog of orders placed no West
Bengal wagon manufacturers in the private
sector. Has the railway made any enqiries
about the reason for this backlog, whether
steel shortage is one of the major causes of
this backlog and if so, what is the remedy
that the Railway Ministry proposes ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : Short-
age of steel has been one of the reasons, but
not the main reason. There have been other
reasons also for these units not to come up to
the production standards, namely, unsatisfa-
ctory law and order situation, the labour pro-
blems that they have ‘to face in individual
units etc. As I have already stated, there is
an outstanding order of 4,530 wagons with
private wagonbuilders in West Bengal, and
with the additional offers already made to
them the load they can carry is 9,677, but
unless this backlog is cleared, it is not poss-
ible for the railways to give them additional
orders. As and when the backlog is cleared,
additional orders will be placed on them.

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI : I am
not speaking about fresh orders, I was
saying that steel shortage has been one of
the main causes, if not the principal cause.
So, keeping that aspect of the problem in
view, what do the railways propose to do,
what is their haison with the Steel Ministry
and the Foreign Trade Ministry to import steel
for this purpose ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : To
meet the shortage of steel, which is mainly
in flats and sheets, we are importing huge
quantities to meet the demands of these wag-
on-builders.

SHRI M. KALYANASUNDARAM :
The Minister says that the private sector
producers have not produced wagons satisfa-
ctory to the requirements of the rmilways,
In that case, why should they place orders
on the private firms at the cost of the rail-
ways ? The railway workshops have bee prod-
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ucing wagons themselves. Why not increase
the production of thesc wagons in the railway
workshops ttemsclves ?

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI1 : Wc¢
havefto take an over-all view of the economy
in the production of wagons. The railways
are producing these wagons in nine work-
shops. Now it has been tapered of gradually,
without affecting labour. We are not retrench-
ing any labour in these units. But the prvate
sector in West Bengal was really facing some
serious trouble.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU :
trouble ?

What

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : It
would involve unemployment if therc was no
work. In order to generate more cconomic
activity in this area, we have placed the orders
with the private sector,

SHRI BISHWANATH ROY : In view
of the mcreusing humber of wagons manufa-
ctured in the country, may J know whether
export is ncreasing, and if so, which is the
country mmporting the largest number of
wagons from us ?

MR. SPEAKIR : It is going beyond
the scope of the question .

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHTI : I do
not have the figurcs, but I can supply the
figures.
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