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oo THB MINISTER -OF STATE IN THE
: =MlNlSTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) to (¢). My
visit was primarily’ to U, K. and West
Germany. I visited Rome for a day ¢n route
“to U."K. and took the opportunity to have
discussions with an officer of ‘the World
Food Programme. During the discussions,

- 1 conveyed to them that while the Govern-
ment of Indin was thankful t6 the donor
countries offering food aid for Bangly Desh
refugees. we would prefer rice instead of
wheat as the refugees are mainly rice eaters.
1 understand that World Food Programme
have informed the intending donors that the
- Government of India would prefer rice for
the refugees instead of wheat.

Research Projects for Dryland Agriculture

#1449. SHRT MUHAMMED SHERIFF:
SHRI ESWARA REDDY:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:
 (a) whether there is a scheme under con-
sideration of Government to set up scveral
. research projects for dryland agriculture all
over the country; and

(b) .if so, the main features of the scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) Yes, Sir.
The Indian Council of Agriculture Research
has started during the Fourth Plan an All-
India Coordinated Rescarch Project on Dry-
land Agriculture at 24 sclected centres in
different parts of the country, with an outlay
of Rs. 147.50 lakhs.

" (b) Multi-disciplined rescarch is envisaged
to develop new technology to improve pro-
duction under dryland conditions. The pro-
gramme includes investigations on decp
 tillage, water harvesting and supplementary

"irrigation with sprinklers, drip irrigation,
muiching and moisture conservation, breed-
-ing drought resistant and escaping varicties,
fitting eropping patterns to prevmling oil-
matic and soil conditions,
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Central Grant for Delegation of rare Todian
birds and animals to Budapest, Hungry,

*1454. SHRI G. VENKATASWAMY:
‘Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to. state:

(a) whether the Delhi Zoo authorities have
approached the Government for a grat  for
sending a delegation of rare Indian birds and
animals glong with trophies and photoa!‘ﬂphs
to Budapest, Hunxry T

®) if so, the reaeuon of the Govemment
‘thereto; and





