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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven o f the 
Clock

[Mr. Speaker In the Chair]
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SHRI MOHAN DHARIA : The Home
would have observed that when the Fourth 
plan was formulated, old pattern was 
changed. Now we have adopted district 
planning and the Fourth plan is based 
on district plans as they come from below.
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SHRI MOHAN DHARIA : »  I* true 
that agricultural labourers have been neglect­
ed and it is high time that land reforms are 
implemented as suggested by the Planning 
Commission long time back. While making 
the appraisal of the Fourth plan, it shall be 
our endeavour to see that the landless 
labourers and the working millions do get 
their proper share in planning.
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Assistance to the States. Government 
have accepted those guidelines, according to 
which 60 per cent o f the Central Assistance 
is distributed on the basis of their population.

SMfttag of Teteeeaunnnieations Channels 
from Calcutta to Bombay and setting ap of 

Second Satellite Ground Station for 
International TeieeewttmicatfOB 

near Delhi

*664. SHRI INDRAJIT G U PT A : 
Will the Minister o f COMMUNICATIONS 
be pleased to state :

(a) whether certain international tele­
communication channels, operating between 
Calcutta; on one hand, and Australia, 
Hongkong and Japan, on the other have 
been recently been shifted from Calcutta to 
Bombay ;

(b) if so, the reasons for such shifting ;
(c) whether the second satellite ground 

station is gojng to be set up near Delhi 
for international telecommunication service ; 
and

(d) if so, the reasons why the superior 
commercial, political, geographical, metereo- 
logical and other claims of Calcutta in this 
regard are being overlooked ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA­
TIONS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA) : (a) 
to (d). A statement givirg the information 
required is laid on the Tabic of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) and (b). Only overseas traffic being 
carried through the Satellite Communica­
tions Ground Station at Arvi is now being 
routed via Bombay. Other overseas traffic 
from the Calcutta area continues to be 
handled by the Calcutta Station of the 
Overseas Communications Service. The 
traffic has been shifted to satellite system 
to order to  make available reliable and 
better quality service to the public.

(c )ap d (d )% Yes. I t has been decided 
to «et ftp a  secbsftd Satellite Ground Station 
hi the northern region during the Fourth 
Five Year Phot, th is  decision is based on 
frafflc considerations, as Delhi region ranks 
next to Bombay region in over-all range of 

mibHp . international telecommunication

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : In regard 
to this satellite communication service, is it 
not a  fact that the existing line being very 
old and subject to frequent breakdown due 
to heavy rainfall or cyclonic conditions, the 
traffic to and from Calcutta has to be 
routed through Bombay now and Is also 
frequently disrupted and this causes great 
inconvenience to the public, to business, 
to trade and commerce and so on ? There­
fore, is it not desirable that the link up 
with the satellite communication system 
should not be only through the station a t 
Arvi but regional ground centres should be 
set up and Calcutta should have an inde­
pendent ground station ?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA : The pro­
posal to set up a  ground station near 
Calcutta is already under consideration. 
Delhi and Calcutta are the two places which 
are on the list. Delhi having a higher 
traffic than Calcutta was preferred first and 
the second ground station is coming in 
Delhi. Bombay had the highest traffic and 
it was chosen first. Next comes Delhi. 
The third ground is proposed to be put up 
somewhere in Calcutta when funds are 
available.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : Is it not 
a fact that before even the Bombay station 
was set up the foreign experts who were 
consulted in this matter had adjudged an 
area near Assansol near West Bengal, to be 
the best site for the first earth station and 
is it not a fact that they have suggested 
this because Calcutta is the country’s main 
centre for expert trade, which has the busiest 
international air routes, and the whole 
of South East Asian and Japanese traffic 
is picked up for the eastern region ? Why 
is it that this export advice was ignored 
and Bombay was given preference first and 
even now when the second station is to be 
set up the claims of Calcutta are being 
ignored ?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA : So far as 
the expert Opinion referred to  by my hOn. 
friend, Shri Indrajit Gupta, is concerned, I 
am sorry to say that I am not aware of that 
particular advice. Bat the facts on record 
show that Bombay has the highest inter­
national traffic in terms of the entire tele­
communication range-telephgne, telex, tde- 
— t and tO(On and to  fprth. Thereafter




