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concessions/facilities to be extended to the 
backward districts in the State. 

SIIortage of Wag ODS for movement of 
Coal, Tea, and Soda Asb 

01257. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Will the 
Minister df RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether wagon shortage in West 
Bengal has created a crisis regarding move-
ment of accumulated coal and tea; 

(b) whether lack of movement of soda 
ash from Mithapur has created serious di-
fficulty for production or silicate and soap 
factories; 

(e) whether the West Bengal Government 
have mace rrantic appeals to his Ministry 
for more wagons ror facilitating movement 
or cual, tea and soda ash; and 

(d) if so, the reaction of Government 
th·~ret.J ? 

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
HANUMANTHAIYA): (a) There has been 
some shortra 11 in wagon supply ror coal 
in West Bengal. Tea tramc was, however, 
cleared currently. 

(b) No Sir. The traffic in soda ash orferell 
a1 Mith·,pur factory to destinations in West 
Bengal was cleared currently. 

(e) West Bengal Government had '''ked 
for incrl.!asc in w,lgon supplies for coal amI 
other c,)l11modities like jute. tea, soda ash, 
etc. 

(d) Railways have all the resources to 
ml.!ct the l:urrcnt level of tranport demands 
of West Bengal in full provided the law and 
ord(!r conditions in the Stak. causing scril)US 
hold lip of wcgons and dislocations ill train 
runlling, arc improved. 

Conversion of DeIhl-Ahmedabad Melre 
Gauge Line Inlo Droad Gauge 

°1258. SHRI B. N. BHARGAVA: Will 
the Ministry or RAILWAYS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether his Ministry propose to con-
vert the nretrc gauge line from Delhi to 
Ahmedabad into a broad gauge line in view 
Gf the hca\iy t",flb on this· line; 

.~ (b) if s·o.' the li(ely time by which it will 
be done; and ' 

(e) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
HANUMANTHAIYA): (a) to (c) A traffic 
survey for increasing the line capacity of the 
Delhi-Ahmedabad metre gauge section is in 
progress. While examining various alterna-
tives, the survey leam will also examine the 
aspect of converting this section to Broad 
Gluge. A decision regarding this conversion 
will be taken when t he survey report is 
received and examined. 
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Exploitation of Waters of Varakhi River 
in Mysore 

·1260. SHRI P. R. SHENOI: Will the 
Minister of IRRIGATION AND POWER 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the possibility of exploiting 
the waters of Varakhi River in Mysore 
State for establishing a hydro-electric project 
is being investigated for the last several 
years; 

(b) if so, the total amount spent so far 
for this investigation; and 

(C) the reasons for the slow progress made 
in the investigation? 

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION AND 
POWER (DR. K. L. RAO): (a) Yes. Sir. 
Investigations were commenced in 1961 ami 
completed in 1969 by the State Authorities. 

(b) The amount spent on inveqigation so 
far is Rs. 20.74 lakhs. 

(C) The slow pogress was on account of 
lower priority accorded by the State Govern-
ment to Varahi Project as compared I U the 
Kalinadi Project. However, the project has 
been included in the Decade plan 1971-1981. 

Overbridge at Level Crossing of 
Tinsukia Railway Station 

5288. SHRI RORIN KAKOTl: Will 
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Government have received 
any representation from various public bodies 
of Tinsukia Town, Assam for the construc-
tion of an overbridge at the level crossing 
on the eastern side of Tinsukia Railway 
Station; and 

(b) if so, the decision taken in the matter? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
HANUMANTHAIYA): (a) Yes. 

(b) The proposal is in preliminary stage 
(f investigation in consultation with the 
State Government. 

Expenditure on Antl.ErosIon work In Alum 

5289. SHRI ROBIN KAKOTI: Will the 
Minister of IRRIGATION AND POWER 
be pleased to state: 

(a) the total amount spent to protect 
various parts of Assam from erosion by 
Brahmaputra river in 1968, 1969 and 1970; 
and 

(b) the total amount allotted in the Fourth 
Five Year Plan for the above works? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE MI· 
NISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND PO-
WER (SHRI B. N. KUREEL): (a) The 
amount spent on anti-erosion measures in 
the Brahmaputra valley is as follows:-

1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 

Rs. 11.5 lakhs. 
Rs. 142 lakhs. 
Rs. 172 lakhs. 

(b) The provision for anti-erosion measures 
in the Brahmaputra valley during Fourth 
Five Year Plan is Rs. 462 lakhs out of the 
total provbion for flood control of Rs. 26.6 
crorcs. 

Expenditure on Anti-Erosion Work in 
Dibrugarh 

5290. SHRI ROBIN KAKOTI: Will 
the Minister of IRRIGATION AND PO. 
WER be pleased to state: 

(a) the total amount spent up to the 31st 
March, 1971 for protection of Dibrugarh 
town from erosion by Brahmaputra river; 
and 

(b) the amount required for further pro-
tection works to save Dibrugarh town from 
erosion by the Brahmaputra river? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE MI· 
NISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND PO-
WER (SHRI B. N. KUREEL): (a) The 
total expenditure up to March, 1971 on the 
scheme for protection of Dibrugarh town 
was Rs. 4.24 crores. In addition an amount 




