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ing them that the scooters have not yet arriv
ed. Has this come to the notice of Govern
ment ? In Bangalore these things are happen
ing for a long time. Allottees are not getting 
the scooters in time even though the scooters 
are available with the agent. Would Govern
ment make an inquiry into this matter and 
take steps in this connection ?

SHRI MOINUL HAQUE CHOU- 
DHURY t The question was relating to the 
higher price charged by the dealer and the 
mauufacturer.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA : They are asking 
for higher prices.

SHRI MOINUL HAQJJE CHOU- 
DHURY : The information given to me by 
the hon. Member is with regard to the agents 
withholding scooters and not selling them. 
Certainly, I will take the information from 
the hon Member and look into this aspect of 
the matter.
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
HANUMANTHAIYA): (a) Departmental
Catering on the Railways did not incur any 
loss in the year 1970, on the other hand, they 
earned a profit of Rs. 26.12 lakhs approxi
mately.

(b) When it is proposed to appoint a new 
catering or vending contractor at a station, 
allotment of contract to Cooperatives run by 
railway staff or of vendors or voluntary social 
organisations, is favourably considered, subject 
to conditions, namely 1. reasonable rates;

2. quality of foodstuff; and 3. satisfactory 
service. Where no such organisation is avail
able capable or rendering satisfactory perfor
mance, the vacancy is advertised and filled up 
by allotment to a suitable contractor.
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SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA: Regarding 
thr quality of food I receive several complaints 
that at various places the service is not satis* 
factory. In some places the scrvire is satisfac
tory. We are continuously watching so that 
improvement may be made. We have taken 
strict measures. We have decentralised the 
controlling authority so that the man on the 
spelean continuously check. This is a ques
tion where food preparation is done daily. 
Sometimes it is not up to standard. I  am 
aware of it. We are continuously trying to 
improve it.

So far as the second question is concerned, 
I have not got the figures here of the number 
of applications received and the number gran
ted because it pertains to all the rail zones all 
over India. If the hon. Member is particular, 
I will collect the figures and supply to him.
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SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA: Several
Members are aware that when they made 
representation regarding cooperative societies 
in Punjab and Haryana, I have conceded the 
request. If my hon. friend has got any parti
cular application in view, I  will consider it 
provided he brings it to my notice.
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SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA : On the 
recommendation of a Committee longOCiuie 
ago, we introduced departmental catering. 
If  I understand him correctly, he wants that 
departmental catering should be abolished. 
That is not the intention of the Government. 
So far as the price and other things are con- 
cerned, as and when we received information, 
we deal with it. Also, there is a vigilance 
department which makes suo motu enquiries. 
We are doing these things.
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SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA i The hon. 
Minister said that the food and servicing also 
is good, not very bad. But so far as our know* 
ledge goes, while servicing might be good, the 
quality of food is deteriorating day after day 
as can be seen the way in which the kitch
ens in the dining cars are run. In view of 
this, will the Government consider to serve 
food in packets as they are serving in Rajdhani 
Express and in aeroplanes also ?

SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA: In fact, 
that is a suggestion which has already been 
accepted and they are going to implement that 
suggestion.

SHRI B. S. MURTHY: I would like to 
know.. . .

MR. SPEAKER : You should have caught 
my eye.

SHRI B. S. MURTHY: Shall I put the 
question ?

MR. SPEAKER : You have already started 
it. It is all right.

SHRI B S. MURTHY : Thank you.

As the nation is expecting that the coopera
tives should be encouraged, may I know what 
is being done by the Railways to make special 
efforts to see that catering is slowly decentra
lised and given to the cooperative societies ?

SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA: I have 
already answered that.

Ajoy River Project

* 1087. SHRI A. K. SAHA :
SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE !

Will the Minister of IRRIGATION AND 
POWER be pleased to stale :

(a) whether Government are aware of the 
necessity and urgency to take up the Ajoy 
River Project Scheme between Burdwan and




