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SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Wandi-
wa~h) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are sorry 16 
hear about the demise of another old 
Gandhian, the stalwart of Bihar, Mr. 
Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Chaudhury. Sir, 
my paCly also joins the House in expressing 
Our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved 
family. 

SHRI PILOO MODY (Godhra): Sir. I 
like to associate myself and my Party with 

tte ~en(in'en(s e"pres~ed in the House and, 
I hope. Sir, ~Ol; v. ill lOnvey our deep feelings 
on Jcsing two of our prnic-us (olk~ues, to 
the mcmbns of the bel caved f"milies. 

PROF. S. L. SAKSENA (Maharajganj) : 
The generation of freedom fighters who 
fought with the Gandhian concept of non-
violence is nearly passing away. These two 
great freedom fighters-Mahesh Babuand 
Shri Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Chaudhury 
were our colleagues in the freedom fight. I 
cannot forget their figures and I was shocked 
to learn about their demise from the papers. 
Mahesh Babu was one of the great leaders of 
Bihar and he was probably one of those 
people who were in the forefront in the 
Champaran satyagraha when Mahatma 
Gandhi went there. I have known him for 
about a generation and he was so healtey 
that I did not imagine that he would pass 
away so early. Please send my condolences 
to the bereaved families. 

SHRIMATl M. GODFREY (Nominated 
Anglo-Indian): Sir. although I do not know 
the deceased Members. on behalf of my 
group and myself I ;:ssociate myself with the 
sentiments expressed by our Prime Minister 
and other Members of the House and I wish 
to convey to the bereaved families our 
deepest sympathies. 

MR. SPEAKER: The House may stand 
in silence for a short while to express its 
sorrow. 

The Members (hen stood in silence 
for a ,1/lOft Hili/e. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QULSTlONS 

Committee to Look into Wire Thefts an d 
Disruption of nail Scnicc~ tn West 

Bengal 

+ 
*1651. SHRI K. MALL ANNA : 

SHRI R. BALAKRISHNA PILLAI: 
SHRI DEVINDER SINGH 

GARCHA: 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pi eased to state: 

(a) whether wilh a view to Slopping 
the wire theft in West Bengal and also to 
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prevent disrupti'Jn of Rail services in West 
Bengal, the Central Government are going 
to appoint a high powered Committee; and 

(b) if so, the terms of reference of the 
committee aDd the names of its members '? 

SHRI HANUMANTHAIYA: I have 
enumerated the figure. We have taken 
serious effective action not only against 
people who break wagons but also against 
receivers of stolen property. 

THE MIN ISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

SHRI K. MALLANNA: May I know 
what are the steps taken to put an end to 
these increasing unlawful activities on the 
railways to ensure the movement of essential 
goods from State to State? 

SHRI HANUMANTlIAIY A: Several 
steps have been taken to stop these thefts. 
The Railway Protection Force has been 
alerted and the cooperation of the State 
Governments' police is also sought and 
obtained. If the House is interested, I can 
give the figures also. The police are taking 
very serious steps. In the month of May 
1971 there were 23 cases of encounter on the 
Eastern Railway as a result of which 11 
criminals were killed and an equal number 
injured. In the next month there were 20 
armed encounters in which ) 1 criminals 
were killed aDd five injured. Up to July 
14, 1971 there have been nine stich encounters 
in which three criminals have been killed 
and an identical number injured. These 
people who come to steal come with arms 
and attack the police. There has been 
almost a regular warfare and in the last 
three months nearly 30 people have been 
shot dead and 17 RPF men have been 
wounded. Further, we have t~ken steps to 
arrest criminals as well as receivers of stolen 
property. So far 412 crimin:lls and 12 
receivers of stolen property have been 
detained under the West Bengal {Pr-evention 
of Violent Activities) Act. Because of these 
steps that we have taken, the crime is 
coming down. 11 may take a few more 
months for us to completely stop it. 

SHRI K. MALLANNA: Mostly the 
stolcn property receivers are encouragi!1g 
these thcfts and wagon breaking activities. 
May I know whether these stolen property 
receivers had been rounded up and what 
action has been taken against them? 
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
HA NUMANTHAIY A): Survey Report 
for conversion of the Samastipur-Raxaul 
M. G. section into B. G. for both the 
alternative routes. via Muzaffarpur and via 
Darbhanga, are at present under examidation. 
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