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SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH: As I
had already mentioned, we are making all
possible efforts to get our Deputy High Com-
missioner from Dacca ; certain difficulties have
cropped up, and we are trying to negotiate,
and we are seized of the matter.

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI : In this

connection,....

MR. SPEAKER : The hon. Member may
confine his question only to the wife of the
Deputy High Commissioner. The main ques-
tion relates only to her, but the husband also
has come into the picture. If the hon. Minister
has got the information, I have no objection.

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI : I am not
very much interested cither in the husband
orin the wife. T want to ask a general but
serious question. I understand from newspaper
reports that our High Commissioner in Pakis-
tan, Mr. B. K. Acharya has con:c to India on
rctirement or on leave preparatory to retire-
ment. In view of the serious state of relatiors
between India and Pakistan, what is the actual
state of affairs, and who is looking after our
interests there ? Will Government immediately
send a scnior officer there so that our interests
in Islamabad and also Dacca may be properly
looked after ?

MR. SPEAKER: This has gone much
beyond the scope of the main question. From
the wife of the Depwy High Commissioner,
the question has now gone to Shri B. K.
Acharya.

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH : Have
you allowed the question, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER : If he is not in a position
to answer, I cannot him,
qu estion.

force Now, next

Utilization of Rostam Crude Oil

*313. SHRI D. D. DESAI : Will the Minis-
ter of PETROLEUM AND CHEMICALS be
pleased to state :

(a) the quantity and vatlue of Rostam
e .
Crude produced in lran through M/s Flyvdro-
carbons and India’s share thereof

(b) the quantity lifted and the price realised
by Government so far : and
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(c) the immediate and long-term plans

which Government have formulated or have

under implementation for offsetting rising
foreign exchange Lill of imported crudes by
utilising Rostam Crude ? v

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE

MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND CHE-
MICALS (SHRI DALBIR SINGH) : (a) Hy-
drocarbons India Private Ltd.’s entitlement is
1/6th share of the total production of Rostam
crude oil. ‘Total quantity ptoduced up to April,
1971 is US barrels 33,930,898. Its valuc is
dependent on the realised price.

(b) Quantity lifted by HLPL up to April
1971 is US barrels, 3,298,254. Total sale
proceeds received up to April, 1971 is U.S.$.
2,297, 652,68. Sales are made on usual credit
terms of 120 days.

(c) A number of offers for purchase of
HIPL’s share of Rostam crude on suitable
terms arc being received and considered and
there will be no difficulty as a short-term
mcasure to disposce of by sale the crude. As for
long-term plans for utilisation of the crude,
proposals for its utilisition in Barauni and in
the next refinery to be scon taken up in the
Public Scctor arc under examination.

SHRI D. D. DESAI: Since Government
is already forgoing its share and—in disposing
of its limited offtake at a throw-away pr ice,
would it not cousider putting up a refinery at
Kandla at the carliest so that the drain on
our forcign exchange is reduced and we are
able to use cur own crude ?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI P. C. SETHI) : As far as
Rustam crude is concerned, at one time it
appeared  that it would be difficult 1o sell it
But now that is notso; it is being sold 5 we
have already the quantity we had in
our possession Lo Spain and  a few other
As far relining capacity, we are also
making the necessary changes in the Barauni
crude could be used
I-million

sold

countries.

refinery so that Rostam
there because we huve already a
tonne extra capacity at Barauni.

SHRI D. D, DESAI : Since there is already
a proposal for putting up & crude il refinery
in North India, could we not consider fixation
of the site on the basis of fist cost, that is,
capital cost and the end-product cost, that is,
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the cost of thz fiaish=d product to thz custo-
mer ? Oa both these counts, Kandla would te
a better site than any other in Noarih India..

MR. SPEAKER : Heis maling a sugges-

tion.

SHRI D. D. DESAI : I will put it this way:
Would Government not consider Kandla as
the site in view of the lower first capital cost
and the end product cost ? Will th= site selec-
tion be based on technical and comm-rcial
considera*ions or oa political considerations ?

SHRI P. C. SETHI: The questioa isa
limited oue, limited to Rostam crude and its
utilisation. If you allow it, Sir, I would like to
say that as far as the location of thz site in the
north-west is concerned, it has bh:en given to

a technical committee whose riport we are.

awaiting. Their examination would be based
on techno-economic feasibility studics of the
places consider:d, k::piaz in viw thz inputs
and products which would bz sold in the
market, and the matter would not b: decided
only on political considerations.

Death of Major Bahuguna

+
*314. SHRI HUKAM CHAND KACII-
WAL :

SHRI MANORANJAN HAZRA :

Will the Minister of DEFENCE b pleased
to state :

ta) whether the Everest climber, Major
Bahuguna dicd du~ to huager and faiigu:, wiil -
he was dimbing the Everest s

by whether the attention of  Government
has bren drawn to the statem nt of Mr. and
Mrs. Michel Vaucher and Dr. Pierre Mazeaud
co-participants of the late M jor who lelt  the
Lverest  cxpedition  blaming the brhaviour
of th expedition leaders for his death : and

Yo, if so, the reaction of Governm it there-
to?

THE MINISTER OF STATE

DEFENCE
PRODUCTION;)

IN THE MINISTRY OF

DEFENCE (SHRI1 VIDYA CHARAN
SHUKLA @ ) 1o ter Briel reporcs on the
death of Maj. Babugona have hern reeeiyed
rom the rader of the expedinin. N wpe-
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recorded version of the evidence taken by the
leader while investigating the case is expzc-
ted shortly. In view, however, of the conflic-
ting reports cmanating from different sources
on the subject, the Indian Mbountainecering
TFoundation has sct up a Committee to go into
this matter. The mombers of the Committee
are Brig. Gyan Singh, L-tader of th: Indian
Mount Everest Expadition, 1950 aad Major
HPS Allawalia, onc of the summiters of the
successful Indian ~xpzditina to Everest in
1955. When the committes’s report is received
the position may b2 clearer.
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How does it arise out of
Ui queition ?





