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conclusion wu that Netaji died 01 air-
eralh at the Taihouku airport. (1,,
t~.) 

:MR. SPEAKER: Order pleue. 

,SHRlMATI INDIRA GANDm: I 
myself beHeve the HOWIe will be very 
happy if Dr. Guha would let us know 
where Netaji is. We would aJl wel
come him hS'e. 

SBRI SAMAR GUHA: Be prepar
ed for this; at the heart of your 
hearts. z 

SHRI BARI K1SHORE SINGH: 
Sir, it is not only Prof. Samar Guha 
who is suffering from this illusion, 
but, there are some other people also 
in this country who are suffering 
!rom the same illusion. I remember 
diotinctly that in 1964 when Panditji 
died. 000 

MR. SPEAKER: You better ask 
your questkm. 

SHRI liARl KISHORE SINGH: I 
am coming to my question. When Pan
ditji died, one gentleman from my 
110me district Muzal!arpur came to me 
with a picture and asked me 'Look, 
do you recognise this gentleman who 
il ltandin'g by the pyre of Panditji?' 
I said 'I do not recognise'. He said 
'He il1 Netaji' therefore, I would 
humbly request the Home Minister, 
through you, Sir to get all the neces
lary information from Prof. Samar 
Guha and find out where Netaji is, 

- because he is a great son of India 
and would like to have the benefit of 
his presence here amontst us. 

MR. SPBAKEK: You will start 
abusing me also. 

DeIa,. .. Exeeatloa of Pow ..... jeetII 

-419. SBRI INDRA.JIT GUPTA: 
Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the North India JCnpDeer" Forum hu blamed bureaucratl 
lor ecuttllDl 8Ild delaJin, the power 
projectli 

(b) if 10, the reaction of Govem
ment thereto; and 

(e) whetller ~ view of acute power 
ahortage, Government are lOin, to con
lider power project. as priority num· 
ber one in the Fifth Plan? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY (PROF. 
SIDDHESWAR PRASAD): (a) The 
Miniltry of Energy has no informa
tion in the matter. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Power has been recognised as 
a component of the basic infrastruc
ture for industrial and agricultural 
growth and accordingly a high prio
rity has been accorded to Power 
Projects in the Fifth Plan. 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: Sir, I 
am surprised to hear that Govern_ 
ment has no knowledge of this report 
regarding the Conference of the 
North India Engineers' Forum. May 
I draw their attention to the fact that 
the report of their Conference, of 
this Forum, which was held in Chan
digarh on the 26th September appear
ed in the Press? It says, I am quotin& 
from the Press report: 

"The Conference blamed bureau
crats for scuttling and delaying 
power projects as a result of which 
the entire country was faCing an 
unprecedented crisis. They point
ed out that IAS GeneraUsts in 
order to show their supremacy over 
the technocrats turned down tech
nically sound projects." 

There is much more. I am not readint 
the whole thing. In any caBe, since 
the Government seems to be lInorant 
Of this occurrence, May I ask them. 
whether or not it ia a fact that in 
spite of the feellnp which were ez
prM8ed very s~y last Yelll" by 
poWer engineers aU over the country 
regarding this issue of their not bem, 
Jiven their status which their quaIi
IcatiOIll call tOr in the handlin, of 
these power project. .. compared 
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with the bureaucrats, those grievan
ces have not been removed at all
nothing ha! been done so far-and 
therefore, this kind Of feeling we may 
call it an agitation or an elq)ression 
of discontent, is continuing to be 
voiced.. Surely, the Minister knawa 
that only last week, demonstrations 
by power engineers have been held 
in West Bengal, Bihar and other 
place! also. I would like to know 
from them, even if they do not 
know anything in regard to this 
particular meeting to which I refer
red in the question, are theY' prepared 
to tell the House what steps they 
have taken since last year to see that 
these power engineers get their pro
per status and rights and priority 
over the generalists in the formula
tion and handling of power projects! 

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
(SHRI K. C. PANT): Sir, the ex
cerpts which my hon. friend read 
out from some reported news item 
are very very sweeping. There may 
be cases where some schemes might 
have been held up by lAS Officers. 
There may be C803eS where schemes 
might not have been properly imple
mented by engineers. It is very 
difficult to make sweeping statements 
in this regard. My point is, we do 
need both the generalists and the 
engineers. In many cases, their func
tions are complementary. In some 
cases, the s'arne person combines the 
quality of both. That, of course, ill 
ideal and in that case, the engineer 
can be placed in many important posi
tions in administration also. There
fore, the question relates more to in
dividuals' capaCities than to a general 
question. 

So far as the general attitude of 
Government· to technical people is 
concerned, if he will look even at the 
number of Secretaries in the Central 
Government, he will find that in the 
last few years the number of technical 
people who have been made Secreta
ries is certainly much larger than it 
used to be in the past. 

SHRI lNDRAJIT GUPI'A: Please 
live us the figures. 

SHRI K. C. PANT: It is easy; It 
can be got. 

So far as the States are concerned, 
I know that in some States, engineera 
have been made Secretaries to De-
partments also, like rrrigation, Power 
and Technical Education. Now, some 
of them have done well; some have 
not done so well. So it is not merely 
the placing of an engineer that is 
important. I agree that engineers also 
have done well in many of our im
portant works such as the Beas-Sut
lej project which I saw. They must 
get their due place in the sun. 

In regard to the recent Pay Com
mission recommendations when we 
were finalising that matter, we tried 
to do our best to see that engineers 
also got their due. So, we are con
scious of the sentiments of the 
engineers .. 

SHRI PlLOO MODY: He is fili
bustering the question hour. 

SHRI K. C. PANT: This is an im
portant question and the sentiments 
of engineers all over the country are 
involved. r want to make it clear 
that is whatever We do. we do not 
allow a caste feeling to come into 
the services. 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPI'A: Is the 
Minister aware of the fact-I do not 
think he was in change of this port
folio at that time-that certain speci
fic assurances or promises one may call 
them, were given by the Prime Minis
ter and other Ministers at the time of 
the countrywide strike last year by 
the power engineers and it was on 
the basis of these assurances that the 
power engineeIl1 called off their agita
tion? Their grievance now is that 
these promises and assurances have 
not lbeen fulfilled in the main and 
that is the cause for this continuing 
friction and confiict which none of us 
desire should continue because it ia 
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a very unhealthy thiD' (lnte7TUption) 
Power shortage, of course, is there. 
Could he tell the House which of 
thoae specific assurances or promisu 
have been fulfilled, which have not 
been fulfilled or are in the process of 
being fulfilled and which have been 
withdrawn? 

SHRI K. C. PANT: I am not aware 
of any specific assurance given by the 
Prime Minister ..... 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: On what 
basis was the strike called oft? 

SHRI K. C. PANT: r will have to 
go into those things. But tried to 
express the broad approach of Gov_ 
ernment and said that the policy of 
representation of technical people 
should be there in the services and 
the proper status due to them should 
be given to them. Even when you 
PUt an engineer in charge of a Minis
try like Irrigatio and Power, then 
also difficulties come up between vari
ous kinds of engineers, irrigation 
engineeers, power engineers, civil 
engineers and other types of engineers. 
So this kind of fragmentation is not 
the best way to get the best out 01 
the whole system I think our ap-
proach shquld '. get the best out 
of the system as a whole. I would 
appeal to power engineers all over the 
country; whether In West Bengal or 
elsewhere, that in view of the present 
pow2r shortage in many parts of the 
country, this is not the time to have 
any agitation. It will curtail the pro
duetion of power, it is affecting the 
production pattern. 

IlfI' f'fdr ~ : ;ntf ~f~ if 
~'{ ,,1 ~m t I snrr;r tier1 t;f'1 ..". 
~ ijo ~ it ~ f<;ri ~~1 'U,;r(CII' 
ftrW. it ,,1 ~lf ~ ~ re.rt-fiI;qm-
~1f.rd it (~1f~m fC!l'1mT if ~ 
~1 ~111i1 t,~~ 19>T ~T IliT 
(I rn ~ififfil'~R~;f,fcm 
q-m: lpf flr<=RI1 t I ~..,. ~T ~1 !!iT 
m F. ~ ~'{Im' fqr'{ 19>T ~ '1m 
~i'fT? 

IlfI'PI''''~: ~~it;~ 
~ IliT ~ «T~ iw IIiT 5QTif t I 

.n ~ ~: 'lft Tfri'Cll' f~{ 
it srm;r Ji«T orT !!iT !fill' tm.r t I snrr;r 
tii;1l'T orr ~ if ;loT go{ t I ~ ~if ~ 
GfilTGT 'qf~:n ir I 

SI'tA .m, tmfI1IJ ai .m, ~. 
f.A« tin ~T.m.. tin (~ 
tmT 'TN\'): ~ if ffi ~ W't' ~T 
~ flli f.tim 1fT Slllil'{ IIiT ~iif IliW ffi 
iIS~' ~T IR1'I ~ ~ ~ q-m IliT 
~"I'T ".ifl' ~ I 

MR. SPEAKER: The question Hour 
is over. 

WRITTEN ANS WERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

OverhauUD, of Tarapur Atomic POWel' 
StatiOn 

-·U6. SHRIP. M. MEHTA: Will the 
Minister of ATOMIC ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Gujarat State has ask
ed the Union Government to overhaul 
the Tarapur Power Plant as this plant 
has frequently been going out of 
order: and 

(b) if so, the action taken by Cen
tral Government thereon? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF 
ELECTRONICS AND MINISTER OF 
SPACE (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI): (a> No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

lSetUnr up of Export-Oriented To-
turlsed Veptable ProteiIl Plaut at 

BuJanlllhahr 

·420. SHRI N E. HORO: 
SHRISUKHDEOPRASAD 

VERMA: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY 

AND CIVIL SUPPLIES be pleased to 
.tate: 




