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Import of Soda Ash

+

*286. SHRI D. P. JADEJA;

SHRI VEKARIA:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether SoGa Ash is being im-
ported;

(b) if so, the quantity imported
during the last three years, year-wise;
and

(¢) the names of the countries from
which it was imported?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI C. P. MAJHI):
(a) Yes, Sir,

(a) and (c). A statement ig laid on
the Table of the House.

Statement

The quantity of soda ash imported
during the last three years and the
names of countries from which it was
imported are as follows:—

Year Quantity Country
‘Tonnes
1972~73 1780 Romsnia
2491 Kenya
an
1973-74 2500 Romanis
1974~75 2500 Romania
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SHRI D. P. JADEJA: Considering
the fact that India has been a prin-
cipal exporter of industrial sait and
that being the basic raw material for
soda ash, may I know when the Gov-
ernment expect our country to be-
come self-sufficient in soda ash?

SHRI C. P. MAJHI: The production
of soda ash actually has not picked
up according to the requirements of
our country in the past and in fact,
we have in the meantime increased
our capacity and we have now been
importing only a very small quantity
of soda ash. In the Fifth Five Year
Plan we expect to meet the require~
ments of our country and we will
alsp be able to export some quantity,

SHRI D. P. JADEJA: The hon.
Minister said that in the Fifth Five
Year Plan we will become self-suffi-
cient. May I know whether in this
country it is only the Tatas, Birlas
and the Sahu Jains who are manu-
facturing soda ash and on the Gujarat
coast which produces almost 50 per
cent of the industrial salt, has the
Government done anything to en-
courage the co-operative sector or
other industrial units to manufac-
ture soda ash?

SHRI C. P. MAJHI: It is a historic
fact that the production of soda ash
hag been confined only to the private
sector, But we have now issued
letters of intent to the Industrial
Development Corporations and we
are also enmcouraging co-operatives
and if any specific proposal comes,
we wil] cerfainly consider that.

SHRI VEKARIA: I am happy to
know that the Government expect
that the country will become self-
sufficient in soda ash within the next
five years. I would like to know how
many applications are pending before
the Ministry for the expansion of the
existing indusiries and for setting up
new unita and what time it will take
to dispose of these applications.
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SHRI C, P. MAJHI: We have also
received applicatiohs for expansion
of the present units and as
‘a ratter of fuct, for the expansion
of the Saurashtra Chemicals by 1
lakh tonnes a letter of intent has
been granted and it is likely to be
implemented by 1975-76 and the ex-
pansion of M/s Dharangadhara Che-
icals by about 15,000 tonnes will be
completed by 1974-75.

SHRI P, M. MEHTA: 1 would like:
to know from the hon. Minister whe-
ther he 18 aware of the fact that there
is acute shortage of soda ash and sodm
ash is sold in black market at very
high prices and actual consumers are
deprived of the same. 1 would also
like to know what distribution sys-
tem the Government propose to set
up to avoid this black-marketing and
1 would also like to know whether
any decision has been taken to give
priority to consumer co-operative
stores for supply of soda ash and
whether the Government instructions
are carried out or bypassed by the
concerned industries to supply soda
ash to consumer co-operative stores.

SHRI C. P. MAJHI: The Govern-
ment have not actually received any
sort of complaints regarding sale of
soda ash in black market. So far,
the supply of soda ash is not very
unsatisfactory....

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: How can
be say that? It is unsatisfactory.
I can prove.

MR. SPEAKER: He i3 asking the
question ang the Minister is answer-
Ing it Leave it to them.

SHRI P. M. MEHTA: Perhaps the
Minister has not understood my ques-
tion, 1 will repeat my question.

1 would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether there is an acute
shortage of soda ash and whether he
is aware of the fact that soda ash is
sold at a very high price in the black
market and whether any decision has
been taken for any distribution sys-
tem and to distribute soda ash
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through consumer co-operative stores.

SHRI C. P. MAJHI: We have taken
a decision to distribute it through
some agencies....

MR. SPEAKER: His point was
whether it has come to your know-
ledge that it is being gold in black-
market, Is there any such thing?

SHRI C, P. MAJHI: It has not come
to our knowledge. The point is this,
50 per cent of the same is sent to the
consumer industries, ang 50 per cent
is =0ld in the open market.

MR SPEAKER: He has asked whe-
ther it has come to your knowledge
that this soda ash is bemg sold 1n
the black-market. If it is gold, if it
is a fact, then, whether you have any
proposa) for proper distribution of
this thing.

SHRI C. P, MAJHI: We have not
received any complaint regarding
supply of this in black-market.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI K., R.
GANESH) 8Sir, the fact 1s that there
is a margina] shortage of soda ash
and because of this marginal short-
age....

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Don't go op with
your commentary; it iy very difficult
to listen. Order please,

SHRI K. R. GANESH: There is
marginal shortage of soda ash and
because of this marginal shortage,
50 per cent of soda ash is directly
given by the firms for the manufac-
turers and consumer industries. Now,
Sir, if there is a marginal shortage
there is likely to be black-market in
the conditions of our economy. Black-
market flourishes everywhere! The
views of the hon. Member whether
a better distribution system can be
worked out will be considered by the
Government,
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MR, SPEAKER: Mr. Vayalar Ravi,
7 2elt fike giving chance to you, but
yod always isterrupt others. Now I
am giving a chance and you may do
whatever you like,

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: The price
of imported soda ash is twice that of
the indigenous production. Consumers
are not getting this soda ash. Mono-
poly distributors distribute it as per
their whims and fancies whenever
factory cannot be commissioned for
six months because they could not
get this soda ash. Will Government
take over distribution of soda ash
for the proper users?

SHRI K. R. GANESH: I think I
have already indicated that the Gov-
ernment will consider what steps
should be taken in seeing that it 1s
properly distributed. At the moment
four units are there and three of them
are in the western region and one n
the eastern region. As far as distri-
bution of soda ash is concerned, the
question of transporting this from
the<e regions is one of the factors
also which has to be taken into ac-
<count.

MR, SPEAKER: He gets it from his
wife; his information is from his
wife!

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI K. D
MALAVIYA): Government will have
to take notice of that, Sir!

SHRI "MOHANRAJ KALINGA-
RAYAR: It has been stated that in
the next five-year plan you propose
to step up production of soda ash so
that we do not have to import this
from other countries. Soda ash is
supplied by some of the monopoly
<companies, 8o, I want to know as to
what steps are taken by the Govern-
ment for expansion of thege units
Government wants to encourage the
cooperative sector. So, I am asking
this,

SHRI K. R. GANESH: In the Five
Year Plan, so far as development of
soda ash is concerned, apart from the
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expansion of Tata Chemicals at
Mithapur, by 1.40 lakh tonnes the
following licences as well as Letters
of Intent have been given to the
Fertiliser Corporation of India for
0.60 lakh tonnes, to Tuticorn Alkalies
Ltd, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra Co-
operative Fertilisers, Bombay, Orissa
Industrial Development Corporation,
Kerala, Bihar and Rajasthan Indus-
trial Development Corporations and
Saurashtra Chemicals, As regards
expansion, only proposals of two
firms are pending at the moment,
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THE MINISTER OF STATE I!
THE MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTIC
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (D]
SAROJINI MAHISHI): (a) to (c
The Election Commission had not;
fied the bye-election from the Bettia
Parliamentary Constituency wit
18th July, 1974 is the date of poll.

However, the Commission receive
several representations from politic
parties, such as Bhartiya Jana Sang
Bihar, President, Bihar Pradesh Co
gress Committee, C.P.1. Bihar Sta
Council, General Secretary, All Ind
Congress Committee and from St
A. B, Vajpayee, M.P. and others, :
of them urging postponement of t
bye-election on' the ground that
situation in Bihar was not conduci





