
LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Tuesday, July 80, 1974/Sravana 8, 
1806 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven 
of the Clock

[M r . Speaker in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Before I put my question, I  request 
that as questions 121 und 123 are al­
most identical, they Ynay be taken up 
together. The resolution referred to 
m question No 123 contains exactly 
the question No. 121

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Shri
Ramavatar Shastri is here, Sir,

MR. SPEAKER: We also examine 
whether the questions are similar or 
identical and if they are similar or 
identical, they are clubbed together. 
But, in this case, they are not identi­
cal Question No. 123 is a different 
question.
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Railway Minister's Statement
Relayed on All India Radio on 

27th May, 1974

121. PROF. MADHU DANDA- 
VATE: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Railway Minister's 
statement expressing the willingness

1257 LS—*1.

of Government to resume negotiations 
with the representatives of railway- 
men following the withdrawal of 
Gtrike was relayed on the All India 
Radio on the 27th May, 1974; and

(b) if so, when do Government 
propose to resume negotiations?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI L. N. MISHRAr. (a) Giving 
my reaction about the unconditional 
withdrawal of a strike to the press on 
27th May, 1974, I told them that dis­
cussion between the management and 
the workers are always desirable as 
it i? one of the essentials of Trade 
Union movement. The same was also 
relayed by the All India Radio in 
their bulletin at 9.00 p .m . same day.

(b) It is for the two recognised 
Federations in the Railways to pro­
pose any discussions under the Per­
manent Negotiating Machinery or 
under the Joint Consultative Machi­
nery.
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(lsl") lff;;: �t, (ff '3"�� mti· �q­
w <flff t 3;1"11: 'm'\ef tl"vlin: <!if � 
olR ll <f!fT >ffuf�lfT t ? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAY 
(SHR,I L. N. MISHRA): (a) and (b). 
A copy of the resolution adopted at 
the National Coor�tion Committee 
for Railwaymen's Struggle meeting 
held on June 26, 1974 has been recei­
ved. As Government does not recog­
nise National Coordination Committee 
for Railwaymen's Struggle no cogni­
sance has been taken thereof. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
The reply given by the Minister 
appears to' be an after-thought I would 
like to know this from the Minister. 
Is it not a fact that notwithstanding 
the prov1s10ns of the permanent 
negotiating machinery and the joint 
consultative machineTy, independent 
of these provisions, negotiations were 
conducted with representatives of 
railwaymen till 30th April, till the 
arrest of Shri Geo:cge Fernandes? 
Why is it that only after that, only 
now, instead of resuming negotiation 
which were conducted till the arrest 
of George F.e;nandez now a reference 
is being sought to be made to the 
permanent negotiating machinery and 
the joint consultative machinery? 
Therefore I would like to know 
whether the same negotiations which 
were conducted till 30th April will be 
resumed and if you do not propose to 
do that what are the special reasons 
that have arisen after the withdrawal 
of the strike. 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: We conduct­
ed negotiations with AIRF- to which 
the hon. Memoer belongs and with 
the NFIR. My Colleague Mr. Qureshi 
was there and I also participated jn 
the discussion. There was agreement 
on 6 points. On 2 points we could 
not agree. And we dispersed. After­
wards strike took place. Mr. George 
Fernandez was arrested and today 
the position is that 6 points have been 
acceded to and on remaining two 
paints, 'bonus and parity, we are not 

going to accept. Therefore we feel 
like this. There is nothing to 
negotiate. We did not negotiate with 
NCRS, or whatever name it is; we· 
negotiated with AIRF and NFR as my 
invitation and the letter to the gentle­
man will show. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
I want a clarification. He says, on 
six points there wa,s agreement and 
on two points no agreement could be· 
reached. He says there is nothing 
further to be negotiafed. It is a very 
sonsitive issue. Is it not true that. 
even the six points hav.e not been ac­
cepted by the All India Railwaymen's 
Federation and other representatives. 
who accompanied the Federation? 
The Government might have decided, 
but the point is, the Federation has. 
rtot accepted' them. How do you say, 
there is nothing to be negotiated? 
Therefore r would like you to clarlflt 
your answer to the first question and 
then I will put my second question. 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: Tfte discus-­
sion was obvious but there 'i& 1:iothing­
to clarify. These six demands were­
accepted by Government and: the 
minutes were to be finalised and, re­
presentatives of the two organi6ations: 
participated in the discussion. When: 
these minutes wer.e being finalised 
and they were about' to be adopted ow 
the 2nd morning meeting, in bet'I.Veerr,­
something happened. The meeting. 
was held. AIRF people did not parti· 
cipate. Of course, the N.F.I.R. people 
were there. Of course, the Govern­
ment's decision was announced. I'. 
am prepared 'to say that these demands: 
were acceded to and there might have· 
been some reservations here and· 
there. By and lar;ge, they were­
accepted. Even though they do not 
accept them to-day when six demands 
were accepted, nothing more can be 
done. (Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Kindly sit down 
I do not accept violation Of the rules 
by a responsible professor like your­
self. I would not mind if you strai­
ghtway put your supplem�tarr, DQ 

•



not ask for clarifications by way of MR. SPEAKER: No, please You 
another supplementary and all that will kmdly sit down
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Because I respect the Chair, I now 
put my supplementary

MR SPEAKER* It is much betlti 
to ask straightway your question

PROP. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Not accepting my first question foi 
clarification, my second supplementary 
is this In part (b) of his answer, 
he was required to discuss under 
the provisions of the permanent nego­
tiating machmery or under the provi­
sions of the joint consultative machi­
nery Is it not a fact that even under 
the provisions., already agendas were 
piepared but, m spite of that, and 
even, after the strike, when the All 
India Railwaymen's Federation had 
already sent their agenda no discus­
sions were held* As far as the pro­
vision under the joint consultative 
machinery w concerned as early as 
February, an agenda was sent to you 
Even as late as in April, a meeting 
was supposed t0 be held But, for 
some reasons or another the meeting 
wJv not held Why do you make a 
jeference to the provisions of the joint 
consultative machinery at all* Is it 
only to delav the negotiations and 
postpone them1*

SHRI L N MISHRA: Thtre is 
nothing to negotiate so far as six 
demands are concerned. There may 
be many more demands I do not 
say that all their demands have been 
fulfilled I never said that and I never 
claim it There might be several 
questions. I am told the meeting was 
held That is a regular feature The 
meetings are to be held at three 
levels I  am not opposed to that 
What I said was that negotiations on 
those points cannot be held (Inter­
ruptions)

MR SPEAKER Now you will 
please sit down

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
My second supplementary is this. Why 
negotiations were not held?

Tjmwffit w w * : n?
n it t  ffr gi r o  % fort fr 
qtnffrr % «tt* n^rf’r, w f t  

fcnrtft tfrr wgiutrkMTTwrr&rvm  
tit wm*rr tit «fr f r  fTsrrw fr frfr 
tit fr fn fr tfr Ttfwrft v  Potto?
TTf sti*V tt irrrnft *rr*r
ift *r*r *fr vqt «rr f% *** vsr^rt 
% 3TO, *3TfT% % »rw *i«wftgrT

tt

Pttptt jfrnr̂ TT i lr 37%
4t -fr f s r  rtrT tit wr ^  * f r r  

% *tpt
* tt f*rr I  pr

fr yr»TTT wwgft t  mtr w r
fip^jHTR t  xn^r qn jto ir r  t o
ftrvarw rin t t  7${ fr 7

«ft tr*r° tpfo ffr«r f t w w w  
ttswt i
snTR *rsft tit m r  ffirrft f t  mraff

t faw’ft m  fr w* w r nm
cfT J t 3f$T *PP fJWTFT TT *TfR
t  qffr ?ft T$T *TT *TF #T TRjft

f  wFifliTFr fftr
3ft VffrWVpFPT ff*T MSVimH

tfhr*  ^ tw * w fr ^ N r i  v t i t t i f t i t  
fp w t  frrrvn^«iftfT^T i# ffvT  
ir  *w*nr swTfswt % srffr $
STOTT TT «WfTT $ 3T*T TFlft
W W I 3̂PT% ?PP<r TOT I  \

tit rnfiwrnr snwwt m ttf) t

ywn fT  ^fr fr— wqwrn vrrk
% f*rq fsr?RT SRTT T) Wt Trt^Tt #
irf i  f̂r «rPTF=n̂- t t  fe*rr

?
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«ft fppfo xpt° ftw : w*r(fr 
vr 3i«rt «rar t o  i
^ rr tr^  i  \ $t s<wtt t  fa  *nfwt 

«ftfr %  *?=rcfr ft 5Tf«R 
% iTwr^ ?r£t % i anfwr #% 

m 3Tfr rm: fr^r | «rfwm *7 swm* 
*W TfaT ^  ’STW TfT «jt tft 
iw §  wrspy f̂ nr q- fa f̂ Ti% *rt*r 
f*Rwrr $(T, ittt i
19 f3TTT % ftrŴ TT fq ^
«wr fare w. tft % vftsr r& fci **ft

% *R  iff fTSTTT *ft*T f ^
*rq t  I sfr* arr* q* tr̂ ; *?> f*r

* t  & srfr JTTv̂ r
■fm * eft srot f i m  ’T f̂ jsrr w n 
t  i sfafa^spr %fa*r «f> 2psrT srr 
"?t I  i fa*,- wfi fafas*rTS3r *tt 
«T5IT ?wttt ^  t  I

i t © wnforcm  ’Tli*? • s m
^ r | fa  ^  *nrt *  ®: < itfw rst 
^•tt *tt wr* ^rot ^tr f̂ nrr *wt «n i 

r̂fa* far *fr 5*  tc  fw s  t$t «rr
s ftr  t o t  * t t $t «rr f*p * * fa r r 7  
jffr fa*rc *wt fc. v r  fa **w *  fa
grsTffr f^SFHT *rr f?^T *WT & I

?rm tt̂ w aft a=FPvr
*rf*?fn nf ^  ^Tufr % » rn r^ r^  
* m # w  * t  i ^  ^  * t t  <»* it*  
*?& «n i «TR % 5Tt»fr % *7*  ra r r  
Tfft i r m  *rra*fi*f =ffr i *f*TT £ fa
? rro : i n « T  % tfr  f a f a f f  
t«nr?r spiNnrf' f̂r % »rm

T^rt, T̂ airt ^ap^- n fW 'TT f̂l 7TT 

7^m nrrsnwrf’TT f-wr ■snr ^ t  t, ^  
*t f̂T'Tr ■srr ^  ^ T*tt
3? |T  ’ERTrr T T  ^  Z 7 ^ " r  ^ T O T m r
sfT #5^rrr JT^Ty-'f i?T »T% *frr  ^

T *fif '̂ [T?;TT f*T ff’T “7C f̂ T THT f̂ ff!*TTT- 
^  ?TT T 'T f, ATT ff«flr  t r r  JT̂ T <?5 

t t  ^rr^> 5 ’

3*0 <1*0 fa *  ; IT*? *TIT 
«fir t̂fTr*rT qrr ^  t  » 

s*r% *r$r $  f a  ^«rar^r ?nr# ^ r f e r  3ft |
a ^ >  ^?t# * T F * T 5 T ? f t ; <TfPPTVtf
^r»rfa3r»T f^rr «fh  ?r $ m^rr jfi 
w  % fa* ?pn: ?r? «f)r t f t  # « r f  # t  
® r*r^  w  i r k  T«r^ t ^ rv rtr
% i w  ?rrr ^ ^ s r ? ^ f t « f ) w s« fT ^ i :  
wt n  ?**; f ^  d m  *f?ft $ tfhc ^ w * t

*TR̂ TT | 3TfT rWP ?TT*ff ^ t  ^ T P T  
fT  W «T  $, fW ^ T ^ W T  apr 

t  ^  ’STt^f ^  I ^  T 
^ f r  w f f r  ^rrtff ^ t j t  ^  ^4 | t 34 
»sn?ft wr^rrtr m%*fr f&qpm k i R f a  
i 7 ?rT«r *nr^wrm |  ̂ 34*r?T32

^TTTT I^r f  i n f ^ f w r n x ^ f r *
11 f’T̂R %t - m  ^fTcr jt(t I  fjr r̂ qr 

sfr»ftfT»T v r  Tfr ^ \ m  ^  r̂qrsfr 
srfar x  m  j f  qr t^t f  i fafa£*rr?- 

^i *T9rr ^  t  i ^ f  w?rt 
V* tt wa w  |  i *rrq  fq?r uft ^  #  
am- w  ^ r  wrg* P, tt Tnr 
*w fvr»T *5T<p-t^T<p,Tjrir i ( W )

W W fin jh W  5fR5?rr-f 
^  m i  n  ’ft 9TtT sr»% *ST fTT ?T I 

xr/^’^  fT n f t , <nr qvyipfr t?t 
* v i  f  I

SHHI SAMAH GUHA: On a point
of order. Can the hon. Minister go 
on repeatedly making wrong atate- 
ments? Here are thousands of 
telegrarms and reports that we have 
bi'en getting that they are not being 
reinstated and break in service is 
going on I want to know how the 
hon. Minister fa making statement 
after itaUment which is factually 
wrong

: qfaft w g m  

%* s ft  wTt tm e ^  fm  fv  ̂ «ToifVo
«0o «rr^o n*ro -jft titx fam^r
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*rrr% f w  n)
u rm  | fa awfa *trrr i s
«nw $ «ftt s s *  * w  vn^rm %

*  fa  ?r*T %arw fwmrrsTT *nr 
sm f̂crwr^ri ?u farter© mo *fto i5ttt o 

^ 0  % arpT^W % fa* fTTT TOT 
<ra<r §«t ?

f m  fawfas <ft srm  jtrt m  
f w  (minute) 

f»F«nr «rPsr cft^T m  qrr M Y %  
S*?rraT*ft£, %ftr zrf? ??r, ar fa*r
f r w n w  *r?r % « V  for f e  
«fWf % ?S!!TWT t ?

«ft tpro f^re ftw : <T?% sfr
fVinr % srprofar *rr *wr

H^o^o^o^rp- q*o ?r fr i m k  *st ?r 
fa  *it *> f r w 3 ?  $$*ft t, no m io  
fTTTo *\r ^ o  <«fio *rrf o irn-o

% 3i'r «rwraf $, Trvr * * *  fa^V 
f̂ raTt f% «rPT vsfr»r in% I^Vispr n  fare
*> 9TRT *n| m  t  I. TT T* *ntf

i i  snn *fr \ v f t f t  
i a **  *>*?*»>

*trrtt ^  i t  | ita: *  3> %
*k r* v r  *i«? *r w w  ift m fe m  \ 

^  irm fc v n  
<tik <y *r i s *
*ra | ft? t[*r% w 't ®rT'W $y t

*$t t o  fiR?*r apY 2rrjr * t 3fr f*H- 
axrrr t  wrcrcssn *r f t  f*-r 

sjft «ft, wh,t f*,o srri o
«rRo ^ q % m«i ir> mn, r̂r 
$  «t,t»«To ^ o  «n f»  nrrroip^iTiRt 
«TT » ^FT^rT 3 * TT $1% *TS> «T i 
for 5im'*FPT 2t> ?rn>3 *̂t r̂ra

<m  W r n*r» w  fw  r'nft 
#wf f f  ^  «ri > ^n'ft ^  «=ft*T «r, t»5« 
i^ e  w f  • w t*  %*for*rn? \ «rrf«
WFCo^ t r i f a a i f ^ ^  I3 H **> «W

«r ?̂r Tt ottt i n't ?n fe
% 3Rr gyyrai f̂t it % ^p^tt i

«ft srrormT qti
^ r  7  sp>r *r ̂  m  ?r M  ?

«ft t^o T̂ To flwr • fsm  «r t
l»?re ^tfio *nfo STTo k: qTRt % 7 ^  
x\'3(7 f w  I
•SHRI MADHU LIMAYE: Who has

signed the minutes’  Which organi­
sation has signed to the minutes?

SHRI L N. MISHRA: I have said
a number of times that the NFR 
people have accepted the signing of 
the minutes; the minutes were read 
out and they all accepted it

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: The hon.
Minister says that they had accepted 
the signing of it. How is it possible? 
Kmdly ask the hon. Minister to state 
who bad signed the minutes? The 
question was straight namely whether 
any of those things was signed. But 
he only says that they were accepted. 
He has not said whether they were 
signed or not. That is the mo«t 
relevant question. He has not 
answered it.

SHRI L  N. MISHRA I do not 
understand why they are beating 
about the bush. I say that all those 
who were present there accepted the 
minutes of the meeting: they were 
read out by the Chairman I cannot 
romember who signed it; the member 
of four or five delegations were 
present They may better a»3k the 
NFIR people whether they accepted 
it or not. I would say that I am not 
going to give out the name*, because 
I shall b° embarrassing by friends by 
doing cn But I might sav that there 
were a number of Members of 
Parliament in the delegation of the 
ATRF also who had accepted the 
minutes of the meeting, fInterrup­
tions)

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRXSH- 
NAN: He ts misleading the House'
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SHRI D3JNESH CHANDRA 
GOSWAMI; In order to avoid an 
impression in the minds of the 
workers that there has been 
victimisation, I  think the cases of 
termination of service should be 
"disposed of as early as possible. One 
of the difficulties experienced by the 
General Managers in this connection 
is that they do not have the power 
of reviewing their own orders. This 
has to be done by the Railway Board. 
If these cases rome to the Railway 
Board, it will mean a lot of delay 
in their disposal. In this view 
of the matter, have Government any 
proposal to confer the power of 
review on General Managers or have 
Government in view any other 
measure*; to see that these rases arp 
t-tisporseri of as earh as possible?

SHRI L X  MISHRA- So far as 
brook in service is concerned, the 
people afforted were 5 5 lakhs Out 
of *bem 60 000 rases have been 
disposed of and their break m service 
has b^en condoned. All the Zonal 
Managers are going through them 
and I think it should not take Ion? 
to dispose of them On an individual 
basis each c*np° is being considered

SHRI DINESH CHANDRA 
GOSWAMI- In the NF Railway, the 
General Manager is saying that he 
has no power to review his own cases 
under the rules. Are you conferring 
on him the power to review these 
cases or are you following any other 
procedure to sep that the cases are 
disposed of speedily’

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: We have
'decentralised. We want ouick dis­
posal of the cases. Zonal Managers 
will have the power, and have got 
the power.

•ft ir w

% *Vewr firtoft stffrnlr iV
saw iftfY % wm \ nrfr
WWR fr $ fRTf vnr fr fa
m u  fi«w r % *(V m i  fax.

wr$-
i fr 3TK5*T ^rrpT g fa m

$fr % m  v l ,®rrWf % mu

fr sifarc f w  *r fW r  f a m  fr fa 
arri ̂ Taitartnfrsrw utm
^ f r  $ 3*$ STTfr ̂ T^^ «IW R r fr 
t  I fr 3TT?RT g ftp *wn faffr
*r*ft i ( w r m )  snrr

11 fr arR?rr ^ r r  g* fa wt ppfY 
trffrfir *tth *T?r*rar urcsv 

^Tfr fr J ?

tr*o f * *  : frfr SIR^q fr 
*5T fa S* Hffrf-T *Pt *(t *TRfr
1 1  5T 913T fr^ ip T r^ T r  t  5TRT

T fT T ^  frsTJfST t f f w *
i s'Ffi % mu

?,r ?r*cfr t  wnr 
*r m i ir̂ rt m i *mri *rr 

w f N f ? * r e r * T i ? T ^  1 ®- ^
w  fr jn r^

|  ^  w f r  JT^T I i\ STTcH
qfr jst TOft & \ 

ix n r? m T  q p r  <j»fin-4 *> *m f a f f t  
f^r vfr Is  fr k Zmr i  i » f f  ?rt (t
5TT fT>r  4t$ «TTcT $T ct't

Is  11 ftrrCt ar̂ 7cr ^rift 
$*r r̂Y €sfr 5p fm, | i f r f e  

mv m arn̂  i fr ji$ ?Tt n ft

^I*tt fa %m t  J frfa*
*r^rp- apr fr ^  ¥rnrr 
fa ?r*nvr fprarnr m m
f e n  3nt»«iT i w  ^rrff «rr w  far*r
t o p -  5̂> ?mf> fr fon »m  «ir i

*t K W  ffr^TT t W T ^ f t  : 

fr  f f^TT t H T flfr arra <PT i  I

t^fo ftrn : n't fr I
frfafr wrfr m  w z r  11

ved fwWI: fr"<r 
v r w t i  5wwrn'<0p iro fw p tfl t o *
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SHRI PILOO MODY: Every
newspaper called it the Prime Minis­
ter's three point formula 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: It was not
'the Prime Minister's formula. 

SHRI PILOO MODY: Then wny
should the newspapers say so? 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Sir, on 
a point of order. The name of Shri 
F. A. Ahmed, who i.3 no more 
a Minister, has been mentioned. He 
is a Member of this House. He was
a member of the Cabinet and since
his name has been brought in and it
was said that the formula was ·given
by a member of the Cabinet, he
should be asked to come here and
clarify. He is in Delhi. If it is found
that he is wrong, such an irrespoooible
person should not be voted as the
President of the country. 

MR. SPEAKER: This is not a pornt
oi oi·der. Such points of order should
not be raised during the questiun
hour. 

;:,HRl I!'WRAJiT GUPTA: The hon.
Nlini3ter goes on insisting day in anJ.
clay out that six of the demands
co:1tainec[ in the strike notice "wci
bccn accepted. One of the demands 
\1·as the abulition of the system ol'
ccisual labour on the Railways a.nd
accurding to him it has been accepted.
I should like tu know from him
whether during the course of th;;
sfrikc several thousands of workers 
,, ho had completed six months and
more as casuc1l Jabour and had already
b:come what is known a, tempora,·y 
workers enjoying regular scales of
pay have been discharged and are 

now being told that they would be 
taken back to work only on condition 
that they revert again to the status 
of casual Jabouren, on daily \•:age 
basis 

SHRI L. N. MISHRA: Shri Indrajit
Gupta had raised the point during the
debate and in Calcutta also when he 
raet me. I had stated that within
the purview 0f the recommendation 
of the Miabhoy Tribunal casual
workers would be taken back on the
lines suggested by them. I Ghall try 
to find out if tempoi-°ary •.rorkers are
being treated as casual workers; I
have not come across such cases. 



There is one thing 'which Mr. Gupta 
will appreciate. There has been a 
break in service in almost all the 
cases of persona who had gone on 
strike because of the no-work-no-pay 
Bnfl we are not going to condone it  
Therefore these difficulties are there 
but I shall look into them —  
(Interruptions)

MB. SPEAKER: This question has
taken too much tune.
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vft fa itf : Tftk % ^  %#TC 
if *FTT I  -

“It ha9 been observed that despite 
the issue of Shri Goel’s D. O. no 
appreciable progress has been made 
either in regard to processing of 
cases of condonation of break in 
service or disposal of appeals 
preferred by the May 1974 strikers 
against their dismissal, removal, 
termination The Board have also 
expressed their concern on this 
account”
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sRrfrr "r<n *m &-
“The Railway Minister has stated 

that there will be no victimisation 
ol the employees who participated 
*n the strike but the cases of those 
who are charged with violence, 
sabotage, etc. will be dealt with 
according to law
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SHRI INDHAJIT GUPTA: 1 w«ot
t0 know whether you are satisfied
with his reply. He goes on saying 
that 6,000 cases of break in service 
had been dealt with. Is it the same 
thing as referring to people who had 
been dismissed? A  m&n who is not 
dismissed has also a break in service. 
The hon. Member Is asking about 
something else* he is not replying 
to it

SHRI VASANT SATHE; The best 
thing for the hon. Minister ia to say 
how many persons are guilty of
violence and sabotage. If we know
that, automatically this can be
deducted. What is the difficulty?

MR SPEAKER You have taken 
forty minutes over this question
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op;_ � t �IJ# "mT ��T t ? 
(Interruptions). 

MR. SPEAKER: Next question. 

SHRI K. S. CHA VDA: Sir, today 
the total number of questions is only 
18 because two que.,tions Nos. 122' 
and 13-! have been transferred and 
two Members are deprived of their 
right. 

MR. SPEAKER: It has been 
happening in th:c past also. Some­
timeo· after the question list is 
printed, the member writes himself 
saying it may be transferred. Some­
times the department writes because 
there i� a dispute a.:, to who will

ans�:er it. So, the speaker has to 
accept that request for transfer. 

Demand from Ministry of Agriculture 
for allocation of more Jiesel 

oil to States 

*127. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL
BHATL\: 

SHRI D. D. DESAI: 

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be ple•ised to 
stc11E': 

( a 1 ,.vhethcr ,\g:·iculture Minist(c:r 
hc1d r.,:'i:eci hi- :\I;nistn· •o alocate 
rno-_ di·::�cl n:_1_ 1,.� th:; Stct:.es: and 

TB::': :\T1N1STEP, OF 
/ --.,., r··rE!\JTCc\LS 

PETROLEUM 
ISHRI D. K. 

BCROOAH): ( c1) Agriculture Minis-

ter has requested for adequate pro­
vision of diesel oil to agricultul'ists. 

(b) Arrangements are being made
to ensure supply of diesel on priority 
for the agricultural sector. 

SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL 
BHATIA: On 30th June the minister 
made statement that the requirements 
of the States with regard to diesel oil 
will be fully met.. May I know if any 
request was made by Punjab for die­
sel oil and if so what quantities have 
been supplied to Punjab? 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: It is a 
fact that a statement was made that 
so far as diesel for agricultural pur­
poses is concerned, we will try to 
meet the demands. Punjab is a 
highly developed agricultural State. 
Their demands are large and there­
fore, pressures from Punjab are also 
very shong. From time to time they 
have been coming to see us for die­
sel oil. We are happy to say that 
they have said that their require­
ments have been met by and large 
and they have no complaint on that 
score. That is what the Chief Minister 
and other ministers told me. This 
year their requirements are 1,17,996 
tonnes of HSD and 81,225 tonnes of 
LDO. I do not know how much has 
been given to them. But they have 
made no complaint. 

SHRI D. N. TIWARY: May I know 
whether it is a fact that the supply 
of diesel to Bihar is a very meagre 
quantity and so the agriculturists are 
suffering for want of diesel ar.d, 
therefore. the fields are withering 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: Bihar agri­
culture is not highly mechanised. 

SHRI D. X. TIWARY: I prolcs,. 
Bihar is the s::cond largest '.:::J.tc in 
the whole of India. 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: I refaned 
to mechanisation. 

SHR'J VASANT SATHE: He should 
know about Bihar because he was 
the Governor there once. 
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